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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 


This issue has arrived late for a bizarre reason. The story begins when 
Nils Peterson's family sold the Rayline Press. We were sorry to see Nils go, 
but were looking forward to working with the new owners. This present issue 
was in the Rayline Press building in early March when its proprietors were 
arrested for allegedly possessing large amounts of narcotics. We are fortunate 
in that photocopies of the proofs were sent to your editor just before the entire 
building was impounded by the authorities. 


Given the fact that the wheels of justice tend to grind exceedingly 
slow, your editor thought it best to proceed with the present issue as quickly 
as possible. We apologize to our advertisers and authors who have lost their 
art work in this issue. Since it may be several months before this case is 
resolved, your editor requests all advertisers to send fresh camera-ready copy 
for their ads. 


Please bear with us over the next couple of issues as we make new 
arrangements for typesetting and printing The Asylum. This time, with luck, 
we will "just say no" to drugs! 


I Want to Purchase 
Deluxe or Presenta- 
tion Bound Copies 
of any catalogs, books 
or periodicals on United 
States numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(213) 421-0171 after 4 P.M. PST, 
and on weekends 
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From the Editor 


What hath Bill Malkmus wrought? You will find one thing as an insert in the next 
issue: a comprehensive five-year index to The Asylum. Bill wrote your editor late 
last year, and volunteered to compile an index. He received the fastest "yes" on 
record, and managed, in just a few short weeks, to compile the entire index single- 
handed. This will replace our first index which was prepared by Alan Meghrig and 
published in Vol. III, No. 2. This new index provides access by author, title and 
subject, and should prove invaluable to researchers. Many thanks, Bill, on behalf 
of all of us, for your yeoman’'s efforts! 

Bill's other innovation also will not become apparent until our next issue appears. 
He suggested that we should follow the lead of other journals, and number our pages 
consecutively throughtout the year. Bill's idea, it seems to us, is a good one; in fact, 
consecutive numbering was briefly employed during Carling Gresham's stint as 
editor. Therefore, starting with this issue, we will number our pages consecutively. 
And since both front and back covers always contain useful information, they will 
be included in the numbering scheme. From this point forward, then, we will have 
four 32 page issues, with pages consecutively numbered, each and every year. That 
is 128 pages of bibliomania per year! 

Thanks again to Bill for his ideas and his hard work. The Asylum will be richer 
for both. 


Letters to the Editor 


To the Editor: 

The "anonymous" item in The Aylum for Autumn 1987, "Here's Looking 
Up Your Old Address Dept." was most intriguing, since it required the 
matching of century-old company names with company addresses in the field 
of numismatics. 

Iregret Ican't compete for the prize of John Adams' superb book; a decade 
ago I could have made a quick response, but I've sold too many books to Del 
Bland. 

However, I can contribute four more addresses for Ebenezer Locke 
Mason-which would have made the hunting even more difficult. His coin 
firm appeared in the literature under various names ( all including "Mason") 
in Philadelphia before he moved to the address listed in Boston. These 
Philadelphia addresses were: 


434 Chestnut Street 4-1867 ~ 1-1868 
50 North 10th Street 2-1868 ~ 3-1870 
139 North 9th Street 4-1870 ~12-1871 


10th & Chestnut Streets 1-1872 ~10-1872 
Raymond H. Williamson 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
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To the Editor: 
Is there any thing N.B.S. can do to provide information to its members, 
about its members, beyond "occasional" publication of its membership list? 
Carl Robertson 
Inglewood, California 


Editor's Note: That is a good question, Carl. The services which the N.B.S. 
can provide are to some extent, of course, limited by our income. The dues 
increase notwithstanding, we do not take in much more than the expenses of 
The Asylum. What little surplus we have is used on such benefits to the 
membership as the Malkmus index. We could, however, make the material in 
The Asylum more useful to the membership if those needs were pointed out to 
us. We are always happy to receive such ideas from our members. 


To the Editor: 

This letter is about the names of the Society and its periodical. The fact is 
that the names of most numismatic societies and periodicals sound the same, 
just as insurance companies do. You could probably start an insurance 
company named "Beneficial Cataclysm" or "Detrimental Mutual" and still 
sell insurance. 

It would never occur to me to avoid joining a society because of its name. 
Since most names sound alike, I feel that the purpose of the institution is the 
important thing, as well as its reputation. But you can't build a reputation if 
you change your name whenever someone gets queasy. If all journals did this, 
The Lancet would have changed long ago. 

I think of an Asylum as arefuge, and therefore a perfectly sensible name 
for our society, unlike the Bust Half Nut Club (which obviously does not want 
new members anyway). I feel the same way about "Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society," which says precisely what it means. Considering the high tone that 
N.B.S. wishes to maintain, I cannot see why we could want as a member 
anyone who cannot understand the name. 

In a way, the name of any group or society is a synecdoche; the complete 
and perfect title of the N.B.S. would include everything said and written by 
and about it. Considering this, what is wrong with "asylum" in both senses? 
It is accurate, considering the half-cent bedlam of a few years ago.. 

Concerning the Question broached in Vol. V, No. 3 about what subjects 
Should be permitted in The Asylum, I would suggest that "numismatic" is the 
key word. The society and its periodical exist only because of coins. If the 
subject arises from coins, it should be considered publishable. Reminis- 
cences create the folklore of the hobby. The periodicals are the repositories 
of the hobby-cum-business. Recollections such as Dave Bowers’ in recent 
issues should become part of the literature. 

Hugh Cooper 
Chicago, Illinois 
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N.B.S. News 


Bergman Succeeds Rock as Secretary-Treasurer 
N.B.S. Secretary-Treasurer Jeff Rock submitted his resignation to the 
N.B.S. Board of Trustees, effective January 1, 1988. Jeff has asked us to share 
the following statement with his fellow members: 
It is with the deepest regret that I must announce my resignation as Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. Pressing per- 
sonal problems, along with the time limits imposed by my job, have made 
it impossible for me to devote my full energy to this difficult office. 
Fellow bibliomaniac and Board member John Bergman has offered to fill 
this position, and I am confident that he will do a first-class job. I will not 
be completely gone from the numismatic literature scene, as the serialized 
article starting in this issue will attest. I am looking forward to the time 
when I can once more devote full energies to the N.B.S. 
We thank Jeff for his contributions to the cause, and we welcome John 
Bergman to his new post. This changing of the guard provides us with an 
excellent opportunity to review the topic of which material should be sent to 
whom. That is, what should be sent to editor, and what should be sent to the 
Secretary-Treasurer. The breakdown is as follows: 


Editor Secretary-Treasurer 
Joel J. Orosz John Bergman 

4300 Old Field Trial 4223 Iroquois Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 Lakewood, CA 92103 
All copy for publication Changes of address 
All advertising copy Subscription renewals 


with check payable to: Treasurer, NBS with check payable to: 
Treasurer, NBS 
Requests for research help Contributions 
Orders for back issues of 
The Asylum 
Election ballots 


Numismatic Biliomania Society Regional Meeting 
St. Louis 

ohn Wilson 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
On October 31, 1987, the Numismatic Bibliomania Society held a regional 
meeting in conjunction with the Second Annual St. Louis National & World 
Paper Money Convention. After I welcomed everyone to the NBS meetings 
I introduced the speaker, Mr. Bob Lemke, Editor of Krause Publications 
Bank Note Reporter and a 13-year employee of that firm. His talk was titled 
"Perspectives on Currency Publications," and centered almost entirely on the 
status of upcoming Krause "Paper Money" Publications. Bob started out by 
saying that he was very pleased to be back as Editor of Bank Note Reporter. 
Bob considers (as many do) Bank Note Reporter a very important publication 

for the paper money collector. He pointed out that BNR was just 
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about a break-even venture for Krause Publications. BNR has been published 
monthly since 1972, and when a complete set appears at auction they 
command avery good price. This publication was started by Austin Sheheen, 
and subsequently purchased by KP in 1979. 

It appears the long-awaited Haxby/Krause reference on State Bank Notes 
(with pricing guide) will soon go out of the production stage and to press. Bob 
was very hopeful that it would be ready by the June, 1988 Memphis 
International Paper Money Show. Considering how many bank notes will be 
listed, it will be quite a large reference. Bob said he was sure it would stimulate 
a lot of new collecting interest in this field, as did the National Bank Note 
book. Bob was referring to the KP's Hickman & Oakes Standard Catalog of 
National Bank Notes that was released in 1982 and is now out of print, sold 
out, and selling for around $100. Tom Snyder, a local National collector, told 
me that John Hickman told him that 2,400 copies were sold. I will add that 
the Haxby/Krause reference is long overdue. The only other reference that 
compares to this "God send" is Criswell's North American Currency. Since 
this is long out of print, unavailable, and worthless as a pricing guide, you can 
see the great need for the Haxby/Krause reference. 

Bob then covered several other books produced by Krause Publications. He 
said there were no current plans to issue a new edition of the Pick catalog. The 
Albert Pick catalog on World Paper Money in its fifth edition was last 
published in 1986 and came in two volumes (general and specialized). Bob 
said they produced three general volumes to every specialized volume. 
The Krause/Lemke 1987 Standard Catalog of United States Paper Money in 
its sixth edition, will have some major price adjustments from knowledgeable 
experts for its seventh edition. At present, he said, this reference will be on 
a yearly publishing schedule. He said the press run for this reference is about 
5,000. Bob mentioned that this Standard Catalog was started by Krause 
Publications because they were unable to purchase rights to the Robert 
Friedberg, Paper Money of the United States, which is in its 11th edition, last 
published in 1986. Since 1953, there have only been 11 Friedberg paper 
money books published; thus you can see the need for the Krause/Lemke 
reference. 

Since Gene Hessler was in attendance, he was asked when a fifth edition of 
his Comprehensive Catalog of U.S. Paper Money would be forthcoming. The 
first edition was released in 1974 and the fourth in 1983. Gene said the fifth 
edition would probably be ready to go in 12 to 18 months. Gene was also 
asked about this forthcoming reference on Early Federal Loan Documents. 
Since Fred Schwan, his edior (BNR Press, Port Clinton, OH) was also in 
attendance, Gene turned around and asked him. Fred said he was uncertain 
when it would be completed. Through the courtesy of Gene Hessler though, 
a true numismatic scholar, some of his research on pre-Civil War (1812-1861) 
United States Treasury Notes, can be found in the Krause/Lemke reference. 
Fred Schwan added that 1,000 copies of Gene's 1980 book on U.S. Essay, 
eed & Specimen notes were sold. Fred said 2,000 copies still remain in 
stock. 


Bob mentioned that there were sufficient copies on hand of Chuck 
O'Donnell's 1982 seventh edition Standard Handbook of Modern United 
States Paper Money. He added that KP had no current plans for an eighth 
edition although records were being kept of Serial Number ranges and other 
data. Bob said KP did produce one paper money disaster. The 1979-1982 
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Auction Prices Realized for Paper Money had no market and subsequently 
was a loser. The First Edition 1984 Mitchell/Shafer Standard Catalog of 
Depression Scrip of the United States was a pioneer work but also not very 
successful for KP. Bob said he really appreciated people like Dewitt Prather, 
whose book on State Seals had to be a labor of love. 

Bob said in order for books to be successful and possibly break even, they 
have to have a pricing guide. In finishing, Bob said that he felt more people 
than ever were getting into paper money-possibly because of the new ANA 
grading system. On behalf of the show sponsors (PCDA/SPMC/IBNS), I 
presented a beautiful plaque containing an uncut sheet of obsolete currency 
to Mr. Bob Lemke for his very informative and interesting talk. Anyone 
interested in being a speaker for the Third St. Louis Paper Show scheduled 
for Nov. 10-13, 1988 please contact: J. Wilson, Box 27185, Milwaukee, WI 
a2 24. 


Here's Looking Up Your Old Answers Department 

A. Scurrilious Rumor 

The long-awaited solution to the bedeviling match game that appeared in 

Vol.V, No. 3 was supplied to your editor a few weeks ago by our mystery 

correspondent, A. Scurrilous Rumor. You will recall that George Kolbe had 

offered the winner a copy of John Adams' United States Numismatic Litera- 

ture, Volume I. Now, the envelope please.... the winner is.... with a perfect 

score of 44 correct, John Bergman! Coming in second, with a very respectable 

35 correct, was Dave Hirt. John's entry sheet is reproduced below, both as a 
solution to the puzzle, and as a proof of John's virtuosity. 
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E. J. Attinelli 
Jeremiah Colburn 
J.W. Haseltine 

Ed Cogan 

J. Colvin Randall 
CA ebechtcr 
David Proskey 

W. H. Strobridge 
S. K. Harzfeld 

H. G. Sampson 
Isaac F. Wood 

Ed Maris 

W. Elliot Woodward 
T. F. Nealis 
Charles H. Wright 
Bangs & Co. 

S.H. & H. Chapman 
John C. Schayer 
Lorin G. Parmelee 
G. L. Feuardent 
Ebenezer L. Mason 
George H. Lovett 
A. M. Smith 
William P. Brown 
George W. Cogan 
M. F. Blasy 
HePsomith 

Henry Ahlborn 
JON Sle bevick 

A. Wuesthoff 
William Poillon 
Richard Hoe Lawrence 
Lyman Low 
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31 Exchange Street, Boston 

1675 3rd Avenue, NYC 

113 Canal Street, NYC 

56 9th Ave., NYC 

409 State Street, Brooklyn, NY 
258 Dudley Street, Boston 

533 Chestnut, Philadelphia 
Corner Broadway&Fulton NYC 
622 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
177 2nd Ave. , NYC 

235 Washington Street, Boston 
194 Washington Street, NYC 

864 Madison Ave., NYC 

114 South 17th Street, Philadelphia 
192 Broadway, NYC 

241-5 th Streets Nie 

71 Devonshire Street, Boston 

No. 1 Gates Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
1225 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
30 Lafayette Place, NYC 

656 Broadway, NYC 

1905 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
15 Chester Park, Boston 

2043 Tower Street, Philadelphia 
61 Bethune Street, NYC 
South Salem, NY 

143 North 10th Street, Philadelphia 
91 Bushwick Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
269 West 52nd Street, NYC 

32 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
2009 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
145 Nassau Street, NYC 

122 South 5th Street, Philadelphia 
64 William Street, NYC 

656 Franklin Street, Philadelphia 
31 Broad Street, NYC 

79 Nassau Street, NYC 

72 North 4th Street, Philadelphia 
1713 Park Ave., Philadelphia 

31 Stirling Place, Brooklyn 

739 Broadway, NYC 

18 Somerset Street, Boston 

344 Fulton Street, Brooklyn 

838 Broadway, NYC 
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For the record, both John and Dave assert that there are errors in the puzzle. 
John says that Attinelli's address was 33 Exchange Street, Not 31, and that 
Ed Cogan's address was 408 State Street instead of 409. Dave Agrees that it 
should be 33 Exchange for Attinelli, and 408 for Ed Cogan. Dave also notes 
that at various times in his career, Ed Cogan was located at 48 N. 10th Street 
in Philadelphia, and in New York at 68, 95, 100 and 101 William Street, as 
well as 408 State Street. 

Dave Goes on to say according to the April, 1876 issue of AJN, Maris lived 
at 127 S. 5th Street in Philadelphia, and according to the January, 1881 AJN, 
he lived at 1106 Pine Street in Philadelphia. According to Cogan's May, 1874 
sale and Woodward's 21st, Bechtel's address was P.O.Box 77, New York 
City. Wrights's obituary in the AJN of October, 1896 said his residence was 
at 28 132nd Street, New York City. Levick listed 904 Broadway on the Civil 
‘tg Token he issued, and according to March, 1870 AJN, he was at 54 Wall 

treet. 

Congratulations to Mr. Rumor, for devising this delightful puzzle, to John 
for solving it, and to Dave for his corrections. 


The Yudin Library 
Randolph Zander 


Alexandria, Virginia 

Numismatists 
who have had occasion to 
consult the Library of 
Congress' (LOC) cata- 
logue on Russian themes 
are often agreeably supr- 
ised to discover how very 
rich the Library's hold- 
ings are on Russian coins 
and medals, at least up to 
the early years of our 
century. The GM set is 
complete up to through 
1904 and nearly all the earlier standard works are present. Most of the pre- 
1907 volumes carry the book-plate of Gennadi Vasilievich Yudin. The 
coverage in other historical and related disciplines is as strong or stronger. 

For this we can be grateful to the Library's Alexis V. Babin and its Director 
Herbert Putman, who conducted a long and subtle campaign to persuade 
Yudin to entrust his incomparable collection of over 80,000 judiciously 
assembled volumes to the LOC. The affair was consummated in 1907 for the 
more or less token sum of $40,000'. It took many years before the vast 
collection was fully integrated into the Library's system. 

G.V. Yudin was an entrepreneur, distiller and mine-owner in Krasnoyarsk, 
on the Yenisei River in Central Siberia. His father, a remarkable self-taught 
mathematician, encouraged young Gennadi in his passion for reading and 
Books; and not one but two lottery wins totaling 275,000 rubles enabled 
Gennadi Yudin as a young man to establish himself in business and to start 
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cultivating fully his bibliomania. For 30 years he mobilized ever-widening 
contacts in the antiquary and book trade; from the early 1890's on he was 
spending 16,000 to 18,000 rubles a year, and he had extended his interest to 
include documents and manuscripts as well. Yudin traveled a good deal, but 
for the most part his acquisitions had to be arranged by telegraph. Until late 
in his collecting life, Yudin's books and papers reached him over thousands 
of laborious miles by river boat and horse-drawn vehicle, for the Trans- 
Siberian Railway was begun only in 1891. 

The library was housed in a vast two-story log structure outside fire-prone 
Krasnoyarsk. Yudin and his library became nationally known. Though he 
was generous in supporting publication of scholarly works, especially on 
Siberia, Yudin was uncomfortable with strangers among his books. An 
interesting exception is Lenin who, in Siberian exile in 1897, somehow broke 
through Yudin's reserve. 

Yudin was no mindless accumulator; he collected with keen and critical 
taste and catalogued his books meticulously. The biographer P.K. Simoni in 
an abbreviated1907 overview of Yudin's archival collection, speaks of over 
4000,000 cards in the master file alone. 

Meanwhile in the 1890's Yudin, as he approached the age of 60, brooded 
over the future of his life’s work. His children were indifferent, his 
Krasnoyarsk fellow-townsmen even a bit hostile toward this semi-recluse. At 
length he advertised his library to be sold only as a whole to a bibliophile, a 
big-city library or a learned institution. He valued it then at 127,000 rubles. 
There were no takers. 

Alexis Babin at the LOC was able to interest his Director and indirectly 
President Theordore Roosevelt in making a serious try for the great prize. He 
was authorized to travel to Krasnoyarsk to visit Yudin, view the books, and 
plant the idea of their finding and appreciative home in America. The LOC 
was evidently unable to wangle more than $40,000 for the eventual purchase, 
so Babin and Director Putman had to depend to a great extent on persuasive- 
ness and a genteel play on Yudin's susceptibility and amour propre. In 1905, 
for example, Babin published an admiring account of Yudin's great library. 
The turbulence and violence in Russia following the Japanese War strength- 
ened the Americans’ case: Yudin became increasingly anxious for the safety 
of his treasures. 

Eventually Yudin was won over, so much so that although by fair reckoning 
the value of the meanwhile enhanced collection had risen to a good 300,000 
rubles, he ended by ceding not only the books but a considerable segment of 
his holding of Russian-American Company archives. Stowed in 159 cases 
and weighing 62 tons, the library left Krasnoyarsk in 1907 in five capacious 
wide-guage Trans-Siberian freight cars. The LOC reported this major 
accession as a donation, which in reality it came close to being. 

Yudin's large and significant document collection in Krasnoyarsk survived 
him, through neglect. He had wound up his affairs in 1910 and within two 
years he was dead. In 1917, after the revolution, part of the material went to 
a local library, the rest lay for decades inert in Yudin's half-derelict dacha. In 
the 1940's, the papers and parchments were finally gathered in the regional 
libary where the process of inventorying then began. 

Alexis Babin eventually became Chief of the Slavic division he had 
virtually founded at the LOC, and he served there until his death in 1930. 
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Footnote: 


(1) Preobrazhevskii cites the price paid by the Library of Congress for the 
books bought in 1907 at 100,000 rubles. Tuneef's figure is $40,000. The later, 
which we have adopted, is undoubtedly the more reliable. 


SOURCES 
A. A . Preobrazhevskii, Collection of G.V. Yudin in the State Archive of the 
Krasnoyarsk Krai. Inthe Archeological Yearbook for 1958. Moscow, 1960. 
D. D. Tuneef, Bibliographical Sketch (on) the 25th Anniversary of the Yudin 
Collection, Library of Congress. Typescript, Oct. 1931 was, D.C. Alexis 
V. Babin, the Yudin Library, Krasnoyarsk. Washington, D.C. 1905. 


Numismatic Minibooks 
Reinhold Jordan 
Schweinfurt 
Federal Republic of Germany 

After World War II Germany was divided into several parts. Some parts 
were given to East bloc countries, some parts were occupied by the allied 
forces. The allied governments tried to establish governments of their own 
kind in the zones occupied by their forces. In 1949 the Soviets gave their 
occupation Zone some limited autonomy, a communist ideology and the 
name "Deutsche Demokratische Republik" (German Democratic Republic, 
GDR). 

Numismatists in this part of Germany were organized into the "Duetscher 
Kulturbund”", later renamed in "Kulturbund der DDR", whose main aims are 
to promote socialism and friendship and Soviet Union. Nearly every 
numismatic publication is edited by officials of the organization or by other 
official editors. There is no possibility for a private editor to edit numismatic 
literature. 

Since about 1970, however, the numismatists who are members of this 
organization have developed some chances to publish ideas of their own as 
long as they do not oppose the communist ideology. Although many essays 
in the periodicals still are hard to read for a non - communist German, others 
contain interesting valuable research studies and it seems that there will be 
some turn towards numismatic science not involved in ideological patterns. 

In any case there have been a couple of new ideas among the numimatists 
over there. I would like to introduce one of those ideas in this essay. The 
Numismatic minibooks! 


Up to now I know of three of them. The first of these 
tiny booklets, measuring only 35 x 31 mm, was printed 
in 1984. The book was written by P. Lauerwald, a well- 
known numismatist specializing in coins and money- 
history of Eichsfeld, an area in Thuringia. The book is 
entitled Munzen im Brauchtum des Eichfeldes (coins in 
the customs of the Eichsfeld), has 95 pages, some pic- 
tures and contains a most enjoyable lecture concerning 
several uses to which the population of the Eichsfeld put 
special coins circulating in this area centuries ago. Coins 
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(often special ones) were presented on many occasions 
to the children and grown-ups, some were used as 
amulets, etc. etc. 

A second numismatic minibook was printed in the 
same year under the title Kurioses uber Munzen (numis- 
matic curiosities). It has 96 pages filled with informa- 
tion concerning numismatic oddities collected by the 
author H. Caspar. The booklet was issued by the 
journalists of Neues Deutschland, the offical commu- 
nist party organ in the GRD. 

The third booklet was issued in 1986. It is dedicated 
to the above-mentioned "Kulturbund der DDR" and its 
activities in numismatics. It contains 65 pages of infor- 
mation concerning the publications of the organization 
and its numismatic activities. 

Three books of tiny size, well bound and with readable 
and informative ccntents. A curiosity of course, but, 
after all, a nice idea. 
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NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


Spink & Son Ltd. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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HOFMANN 


Mormon Money Forgeries 


Historical Aspects 
by 
Harry F. Campbell 


Early in 1987, Mark W. Hofmann plead guilty to the two 1985 bombing 
murders of Steven F. Christensen and Kathleen Sheets, both of Salt Lake City, 
in the state of Utah. In a plea bargain, he answered questions put to him by 
prosecuting attorneys regarding forged scrip money paper notes which he had 
previously forged and sold. 

Much of the investigation centered around the forged documents pertaining 
to the early history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, together 
with scrip monies. 

Hofmann succeeded in fooling some of the foremost experts in the field of 
research and knowledge with his counterfeits and forged documents. He was 
able to get away with his swindles due, in most part, to human deceit and 
greed, but the foremost reason was due to his victims’ lack of knowledge when 
it came to scrip monies. 

This book consists of some 53 8 1/2" x 11" pages and is intended to show 
how Mark W. Hofmann and some of his forged items came about. 


Price of book is $8.50, Utah Sales Tax $.52, Postage and handling $.95 
Make payment to: Harry F. Campbell 

P.O.Box 151463 

South Salt Lake, Utah 84115 

Checks - Money Orders - Visa or Master Card 


Please Print: Name 
Address 
City 2 ee ee ere re SC errr 
Master Card/Visa Expiration Date 
Card# 
Signature 


(Required on all credit card orders) 


Copy(ies) of 'Hofmann, Mormon Money 
Forgeries, Historical Aspects'@ $8.50 
Postage and Handling $.95 each 

Sales Tax (if applicable) 

TOTAL AMOUNT 


Please allow two to three weeks for delivery 
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| want to purchase Early U.S. Auction 
Catalogues especially with PLATES 


And 
all scarce & rare Numismatic Literature 


If you have any of the following, please write or call me: 
Dealers Bid Books 


Priced & Named Sales 
Deluxe & Presentation 
Catalogues and books 
NAME YOUR PRICE 


| also need: 
Pre 1859 Auction Sales 
Thick Paper & Plated Sales 
f 


O 
Frossard & Woodward 


Small size Chapman Sales PLATED ONLY... 
Mcoye - Henderson - Alvord - Calderhead - Zug 
Sleicher - Simpson - Taylor Windle 


PLATED CATALOGUES... 
Belonging to 
Elder - H.G. Sampson - H.P. Smith 
U.S. Coin Co. - New York Stamp & Coin 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
ANA LM # 775 
Box 22316 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
Phone: (502) 425-1302 
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The Plagiarist's Corner 
Raymond Bisordi 
Burbank, California 
THE COINS OF NEW JERSEY 
by Edward Maris, M.D. 
Author of the"History of the 1794 U.S. Cents and Half Cents." 


A historic sketch of the coins of New Jersey: With a plate containing 
specimens of the Mark Newbie coppers and the issues of 1786-7-8, together 
with the obverse, reverse and combinations of the different varieties of the 
latter: and a detailed description of the distinctive differences and degree of 
variety. Large folio. 17 pages, on heavy paper, $3.50. With the plate on extra 
heavy paper, $4.00. Plates separately $1.50 and $2.00. 

Orders for this work or the separate plate will be promptly filled by 
addressing this office. 

- From May, 1884 issue of 
Mason's Coin Collector's Magazine 


Books on Copper Worth Their Weight in Gold 
Jeff Rocks NEG 
San Diego, California 
"Books, journals, articles and auction catalogues have been written on every 
imaginable facet of numismatics-from ancient to medieval to modern" began 
this series of articles when originally published in the pages of Penny Wise, 
the official publication of the Early American Coppers club. 

Originally intended to show EAC ers that there had been much more than 
just the Sheldon and Newcomb books published on Large Cents, the work 
quickly expanded to include books on almost every aspect of United States 
pre-1857 copper coinage. 

Since its initial publication, several EAC’ers and bibliomaniacs have made 
suggestions and criticisms, most of which have been incorporated into the 
present article. This author welcomes any further comments. 

Regarding format, the books are listed alphabetically by author, followed 
by title, publisher or place of publication, date of publication, number of 
pages, number of plates or other information on illustrations, a short discus- 
sion of the book itself, information on reprints and, lastly an updated estimate 
of current selling prices for copies of the work. 

I would again like to express my appreciation to John J. Ford, Jr., George 
Kolbe and, most importantly, Jack Collins. Without the incredible literature 
auction catalogues written by these three giants, the collecting of numismatic 
literature as a hobby may not have ever materialized. 

Ican think of no more appropriate way to end this introduction than with the 
thought expressed in the original article: "(i)t is my fondest wish that 
(collectors and researchers) can soon make this list obsolete by writing and 
publishing works as yet undreamed of" . 


Happy Mania! 
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Adams, Edgar H., United States Store Cards, originally published in 1920, 75 
pages, no illustration. 

Describes tokens from 1789 to the early 20th century, including Hard Times 
and Civil War Tokens. The listings are occasionally vague. Originals are 
quite scarce, commanding around $100, but two reprints have been produced, 
the first in 1962 by the Ovolon Publishing Company, Wayland, Massachu- 
setts and the second by Sanford J. Durst, New York, in 1981. The former is 
available for $10-$15, the latter for under $10. 


Adams, Edgar H., Edgar H. Adams’ Plates of Lyman H. Low's Hard Times 
Tokens, originally produced around 1914, the original edition is still quite 
rare and none have appeared at auction in recent years. 

In 1980, Quarteman Publications produced a fine volume with fifteen 
superb photographic plates. As a companion piece to the Low and Rulau 
books, itis invaluable. The process used to print the plates was an expensive 
one, and copies are abailable in the $20-$25 range. 


Adams, Edgar H. and Woodin, William H., United States Pattern, Trial and 
Experimental Pieces, American Numismatic Society, New York, NY, 1913, 
196 pages, with many halftone illustrations throughout the text. 

The first text devoted exclusively to patterns, this work is basically a listing 
of the patterns in the collection of Woodin (who, a few years earlier had turned 
over to the government two fifty dollar gold patterns, Judd #'s 1546 and 1548, 
and as partial compensation received two trunks full of patterns). Original 
copies can be found for $75-$100. A special edition, limited to fifty copies, 
was prepared in full brown morocco, with interleaved pages. The only known 
sale of this piece was at the $1500 level. Tworeprints were prepared by James 
Kelly, the first in 1940, the second in 1959. The former runs about $25, the 
latter about $10. 


Adams, John W., editor, Mongraphs on Varieties of United States Large 
Cents, 1793-1794, Lawrence, Massachusets, 1976, 205 pages, 17 full page 
halftone plates. 

This useful work reprints eight monographs on large cents of the years 1793 
and1794. A foreword by John Adams makes interesting reading, as does the 
guide to rarity and value by Denis Loring. The quality of the plates, although 
not as sharp as the originals, is uniformly high, and present some breathtaking 
large cents. The book's price of around $25 makes it a lot more affordable than 
trying to track down the originals! 


Adams, John W., United States Numismatic Literature, Volume 1, 19th 
Century Auction Catalogues, 1982, 271 pages, illustated. 

A survey of early coin dealers and a listing of the auctions they conducted, 
each of which is graded by content. The biographies and sketches of these 
famous names of the past make fascinating reading. A bit expensive at $85, 
butrecommended for all collectors interested in the early history of the hobby 
and a must for the numismatic bibliophile. Limited edition of 500 copies. 
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American Numismatic Association, Selections from The Numismatist,’ 

United States Coins, Racine, Wisconsin, 1960, 301 pages, several halftone 
illustrations throughout the text. 


Part of a four-volume set, this work reprints articles originally appearing in the 
house organ of the A.N.A. between 1909 and 1959. Several fascinating articles on 
U.S. coinage, including four on large cents, are reprinted. Well worth the $10 or so 
the book costs. 


American Numismatic Society, Exhibition of United States and Colonial 
Coins, New York, NY, 1914, 134 pages, 39 superb plates. 


One of the finest exhibitions ever held, with pieces loaned from the most 
prominent collections of the era. Included were four 1804 dollars, a Brasher 
doubloon, several unique colonials, patterns and territorial pieces. Also included 
were 87 half cents, 245 early date large cents and 282 middle and late date large and 
date large cents. 25 large and 5 choice half cents are plated. An indispensable guide 
for tracing pedigrees, since each coin is keyed to its owner. A very high quality 
publication and quite scarce, as is most early A.N.S. material. Currently selling in 
the $75 -$100 range, well below its value as a research tool. 


American Numismatic Society, A.N.S. Inventory of Large Cents, 1793-1814, 
a photocopy of the detailed catalogue of the 828 specimens held in the 
Society's collection. A very useful reference, still available from the A.N.S. 
at $40 plus $1.50 postage. 


American Numismatic Society, Studies on Money in Early America, New 
York, NY, 1976, 216 pages, several halftone illustrations througout the text. 


A collection of thirteen monographs, each on one particular area of early money 
in America. Included are two chapters by Walter Breen, two by Eric P. Newman, 
two by Richard G. Doty, and one each by William S. Sachs, J. Earl Massey, Raphael 
E. Solomon, John J. McCusker, Ken Bressett, Don Taxay, and the only published 
work by the late Richard Picker. An invaluable reference for colonial research, and 
one book that belongs in every numismatist's library. Still available from A.N.S. at 
$10.50, plus $1.50 postage. Strongly recommended. 


Andrews, Frank D., The United States Copper Cents, 1816 - 1857, an 
Arrangement of the Different Die Varieties, Vineland, NJ, 1881, 54 pages. 
First published under the title A Description of 268 Varities of U.S. cents, 
1816-1857, in the collection of Frank D. Andrews. 


The original work is very rare, and I have no clue as to its current value. At least 
three reprints were prepared, the first by B. Max Mehl in 1924, consisting of 42 
pages. The second reprint, also printed in 1924, and also of 42 pages,was prepared 
by the Guttag Brothers, New York, NY. These reprints sell for about $25 each. 
aah is also ascarce pocket-sized edition, issued in 1934. When sold it has brought 

50-$75. 


Attinelli, Emanuel Joseph, Numisgraphics, or A list of Catalogues in Which 
Occur Coins or Medals, Which Have Been Sold by Auction in the United 
States, Also a List of Catalogues or Price Lists of Coins Issued by Dealers, 
Also a List of Various 
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Publications of More or Less Interest to Numisgraphic Which Have Been published 
in the United States, New York, NY 1876,123 pages. 


This work is invaluable to the researcher as it provides the name(s) of consignors 
to various sales, as well as giving an abundance of obscure information not to be 
found anywhere else. Less than fifty originals were printed, and fewer than half of 
that number still survive. Prices for this work are not commensurate with its rarity, 
generally being around $1000-$1500. In 1976 Quarterman Publications issued a 
reprint which features a foreword and a rarity and valuation guide both by noted 
EAC'er and bibliomaniac John W. Adams. The reprint, published under the much 
shorter title, A Bibliography of American Numismatic Auction Catalogues, 1828- 
1875, is available for around $25. 


Baker, William S., Medallic Portraits of Washington, With Historical and 
Critical Notes, and a Descriptive Catalogue of the Coins, Medals, Tokens 
and Cards, Philadelphia, PA 1885, 252 pages, no illustrations, but with a 
handsome embossed medallion on the frontispiece. 


The standard reference work on Washingtonia, listing some 651 varities, as well 
as Sub-varities and medal variations. Split into logical chapters, the work gives notes 
and historical data about the events commemorated and those responsible for 
engraving some dies. The original work is hard to locate in good condition, the 
highly acidic content of paper having made most volumes brittle. Nice copies 
generally sell in the $100-$125 range. In 1965, Dr. George Fuld issued a reprint 
(lola, Wisconsin), with annotations and corrections. The reprint also features 13 
plates, a rarity rating and a valuation guide (now, of course, obsolete). The reprint 
is readily available and sells for around $20. 


Belden, Bauman L., Indian Peace Medals Issued in the United States, The 
American Numismatic Society, New York, NY 1927, 46 pages. 22 plates. 


Quite scarce, as only 350 copies were printed of the original work, and most are 
now tattered and torn. They usually command $75. A reprint was issued in 1958 
by Lenard L. Babin of Rochester, NY which sells for under $20. 


Betton, James L., editor. Money Talks. A Numismatic Anthology Selected 
from Calcoin News, California State Numismatic Association, 1970, 372 
pages, extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. 


A compilation of articles which have appeared in Calcoin news, the house organ 
of the C.S.N.A., over the last 35 years. Although no "“earth-shattering" articles 
appear, the book does make enjoyable light reading. Still available from the 
C.S.N.A. at under $10. 


Betts, C. Wyllys, Counterfeit Half Pence Current in the American Colonies, 
and Their Issue From the Mints of Connecticut and Vermont, New York, 
NY 1886, 17 pages, illustrationss. 


Originally a speech given before the American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society (later known as the A.N.S.), a very small number, probably under 50, was 
later printed. Although much of the material presented can be found else-where, 
most notably in the Crosby opus, this work, by one of numismatics' most color- 
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ful and enjoyable collectors, still makes fascinating reading. Quite rare, 
usually eine for well over $200. The colonial Newsletter Foundation 
issued an annotated reprint in 1981 that, while lacking the charm of the 
original, is better suited forresearch. A very rare reprint, annotated by George 
Fuld and Bob Vlack in 1960 has never sold at public auction. Its value is 
purely speculative. 


Betts, C. Wyllys, American Colonial History Illustrated by Contemporary 
Medals, New York, NY 1894, 332 pages, with line drawn and wood cut 
illustrations throughout text. 


Only partially complete by the time of Betts’ untimely death in 1887, it was 
Gnished by William T.R. Marvin and Lyman H. Low. Ove 600 medals are 
thoroughly described. Original copiss can be found in the $50-75 range, and 
area igre rints have been issued, including two in 1964 (one from the 
Regency Stamp and Coin Co., the other from the Canadian Numismatic 
publishing Institute); one in 1970 by the Benchmark Publishing Company 
and one in 1972 by Quarterman Publications, which also included a list of 
valuations. The first three reprints are available for under $15, the Quarter- 
man at around $25. 


Bowers, Q. David, Adventures with Rare Coins, Los Angeles, CA 1979, 305 
pages with several high quality halftone illustrations throughout the text. 


Written in the inimitable Bowers style (yes, Bowers material is so hot, the 
man could publish his grocery lists and still sell 30,000 copies!), this book 
makes fascinating background reading. The anecdotal information, and a 
nostalgic foreword penned by John J. Ford, Jr., make the book an absolute 
bargain at the $15-20 level. 


Bowers, Q. David, The Compleat Collector, Wolfeboro, NH, 1985, 40 
pages, half of them cartoon-style illustrations by Elli Ford. 


A whimsical, often tongue-in cheek look at the hobby. A great tonic for 
those of us who often get carried away by coins! At around $5, this book is 
must reading. 


Bowers, Q. David The History of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the 
Garrett Collection, Los Angeles, CA 1979, 572 pages, with extensive 
black-and-white and color illustrations thoughout the text. 


Probably the finest attempt at a general reference work yet produced, this 
book gives information on almost every series of United States coins, 
colonials, territorial coinage, tokens and medals. The Garrett collection 
provided a magnificent opportunity to produce such a book, and the number 
of "wonder coins" depicted can still make the adrenalin flow a little faster. 
The extensive correspondence in the appendices provide a glimpse of what 
collecting was like a century ago. Although praise has been lavished on this 
book since it was first published, still more can be added. This high quality, 
well-produced book should be a standard item in any numismatic library. If 
one could only acquire one book a year, this should be one of the first! Still 
available from Bowers and Merena Galleries at a price of around $40. 


Bowers, Q. David and Hodder, Michael, The Norweb Collection: An 
American Legacy, Wolfeboro, NH, 1987, 288 pages, many illustrations, 
including full-page plates of some of the choicest coins offered since the 
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Garrett sales. 


This book gives a thorough account of the formation of this famous 
collection, starting with the initial purchases of Liberty Holden in the 19th 
century. Fascinating reading, this book is more than just a cut-and-dried 
account of the coins, it also gives alook at the people who acquired them. The 
book is a fitting tribute to Mrs. Norweb, the "grande dame" of numismatics. 
At around $30, this is a book to be read over and over again. 


Bowers, Q. David, The Strange Career of Dr. Wilkins: A Numismatic 
Inquiry,Wolfeboro, NH, 1987, 96 pages, many illustrations. 


Dave Bowers, who has been collecting counterstamped large cents for the 
ast three decades, does a little detective work to unearth aan about Dr. 
eorge G. Wilkins, whose name is counterstamped on many different 

denominations of 19th century coins. Fascinating reading and, even if you 

don't collect counter stamped coins, thoroughly enjoyable. The softbound 
version is priced at $8, while the deluxe hardbound, limited to 300 copies, is 
bringing $20. 


Bowers, Q. David, United States Copper Coins: An action Guide for the 
Collector and Investor, Wolfeboro, NH, 1984, 176 pages, with extensive 
halftone illustrations, softbound. 


Filled with coin lore and collecting tips from the old master himself. 
Fascinating reading, and a must for any collector with an interest in half or 
large cents. Still available from Bowers and Merena at around $10. 


Bowers, Q. David and Ruddy, James F., United States Half Cents, 1793-1857. 
New Revised Complete Descriptive Guide to Die Varieties, Creative Print- 
ing, Johnson City, NY 1962. 47 pages, with few low-quality illustrations 
throughout text. 


All copies are "Deluxe Editions", with text printed on rectos and facing 
pages marked for notes. (Although this was the first reference work written 
on half cents in a 46-year span, interest in the series never completely died out. 
Articles appeared in many numismatic publications, and the auction cata- 
logues of New Netherlands Coin Co., with the able cataloging of John Ford, 

alter Breen and Jon Hanson, presented a wealth of information). Copies are 
available for around $20. A reprint has been issued by a new York publisher, 
which also includes an introduction by Doug Winter, a reprint of the Gilbert 
work, a valuation guide (now obsolete), information on proofs (ditto), a 
grading guide reprinted from Photograde, and pattern information. All of the 
photos in the reprint are of uniformly low quality, which make the work 
ee for anything but background reading. The reprint is available for 
under $10. 


Breen, Walter H., Dies and Coinage, Hewitt's numismatic Information 
Series, no date, 36 pages, illustrations. 


A well-researched and succinctly written monograph, and probably the first 
devoted solely to the field of die making and the coinage process. A treasure 
trove of information, and a booklet that should be in every numismatist's 
library. Required reading, and, at price of $3-5, fairly easy to obtain. 
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Breen, Walter H., A Complete Course in Numismatics, published by the 
short-lived United States Numismatic Association, no date, 70 pages, no 
illustrations, card covers. 


Gives valuable tips on the grading of U.S. coins, as well as strike, color and 
other characteristics of date and variety. Very little in the way of historical 
or die-variety information, but a very useful supplement to the A.N.A. 

ading guide, Photograde and others. Quite scarce, missing in several larger 

ibraries, but oddly enough, in very little demand, perhaps because of its 
relative obscurity. When offered, the price is usually around $25-35. 


Breen, Walter H., Proof Coins Struck by the United States Mint, 1817-1912. 
originally published as Volume 20, Numbers 2 and 3 of the Coin Collectors 
Journal. 1954, 16 pages. 


Of especial interest in that this is the first time that the engraver of the 1793 
half cents was identified as the same one who engraved the obverse die of the 
1792 "pattern" disme. Required reading for anyone interested in the early 
history of coinage of the United States. Available for around $10. 


Breen, Walter H., Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial 
Proof Coins, 1722-1977, FCI Press, Albertson, NY 1977, 324 pages, 
extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. 


A milestone numismatic reference, presenting an abundance of historical 
data and hitherto unpublished information on the proofing process. Photo- 
graphs of some of the most gorgeous coins imaginable are presented, and all 
are of uniformly high quality. Pieces known to have once resided (or still held 
in) famous collections are listed, as well as pieces seen by the author over 30 
years of research. One minor drawback to the book is that someone in the 
publishing process got a little carried away with the scissors when trimming 
the photos-many details such as wire rims and knife edges ended up on the 
cutting room floor. Although distributed in quantity, the book has become 
one of the modern rarities innumismatic literature. Don'texpectto find acopy 
for less than $80. Another must book. 


Breen, Walter H., Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 
1793-1857, American Institute of Numismatic Research. 1983, 500 pages, 
SUEY photographs by Jack Collins, including an uncirculated date set in 
full gorgeous color. 


Considered by many to now be the standard reference in the hobby, it is b 
far the most definitive work ever published on this neglected series. This boo 
not only gives what you néed to know, it fills you in on everything you ever 
wanted to know. Without a doubt the finest numismatic work on a single de- 
nomination ever presented between two covers. A book worthy of all the 
accolades it's received, and a fitting tribute to the genius of it's author. 


Bushnell, Charles I., An Arrangement of Tradesman’s Cards, Political 
Tokens, Also Election Medalets, 2 Current in the United States of America 
for the Last Sixty Years, Described from the Originals, Chiefly in the 
Collection of the Author. With Engravings, New York, NY privately printed, 
1858, 118 pages, 4 engraved plates of tokens, scarateacites found with an 
engraved frontispiece and facsimile signature of Bushnell, one leaf of adver- 
tisements. 
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The first attempt at listing these pieces in any sort of logical fashion, and one 
of only three numismatic works penned by one of the most famous nineteenth 
century collectors. Quite scarce, copies generally fetch $150-200. 


Buttrey, Theodore V., editor, Gate of the Americas, American Numis- 
matic Society, New York, NY, 1973, 139 pages, scattered halftone illustra- 
tions. 


The two chapters of interest to an EAC'er would be the one written by Eric 
Newman covering United States issues. Although no new orearth-shattering 
information is presented, the articles do make entertaining reading. Copies 
are still available from the A.N.S. for $7.50 plus $1.50 postage. 

To be continued next issue... Reprinted with permission of Penny Wise 


Review 
Bob Cochran 
Florissant, Missouri 
The Romance and Tragedy of Banking: Problems and Incidents of Govern- 
mental Supervision of National Banks. Thomas P. Kane, Deputy Comptroller 
of the Currency. Second Edition, 1922. Copyright 1922, by The Bankers 
Publishing Company, New York. XV,549. Illustrated. 


Thomas P. Kane began his government service as secretary to the Comp- 
troller of the Currency on May 16, 1886. On June 29, 1899, he was appointed 
Deputy Comptroller of the Currency. He retired in 1922, having completed 
36 years of interrupted service in one of the most important nfcicee in the 
Untied States Treasury Department. 

The Activities of the Comptroller between 1863 and 1935 are important to 
numismatics because of the national Currency issued by National Banks 
during this Pe The Comptroller was charged with supervising the banks 
and the bank notes they is et Over 14,000 banks were chartered in this time, 
and over 11,000 issued bank notes. 

This book begins with a review of the National Bank Act and The Currency 
Bureau, and is then divided into chapters discussing the Comptrollers and 
important events during each's tenure in office. The Comptrollers who served 
before Kane held office are discussed in an objective manner, but the real fun 
of this book begins when he reviews the men he served personally. 

Mr. Kane was an opinionated man, and he holds nothing back in his book. 
If he liked or respected a Comptroller, it is obvious; if he did not care for an 
individual or his practices, that is also clearly conveyed to the reader. Since 
the Comptroller was a political appointee, Mr. Kane was exposed to individu- 
als who had little or no knowledge of how the office should function; the 
reader is exposed to the logic (or lack thereof) behind decisions which greatly 
affected banking in the United States. 

Another subject covered in detail in this book is the important bank failures 
of the time. The Comptroller supervised National Bank Examiners; since 
many "bankers" of the 19th and early 20th Centuries were not professionals, 
the reader is exposed to some humorous and sad practices of these caretakers 
of the nation's wealth. Mr. Kane relates stories of ignorance of the law, greed, 
theft,and plain ineptitude. One story describes the activities of a "con artist” 
as she fleeced the President of the Gere National Bank of Oberlin, Ohio, 
until the bank was forced to close due to lack of funds. The "lady" had claimed 
to be the illegitimate daughter fo Andrew Carnegie, and the president of the 
-bank loaned her several hundred thousand dollars based on forged docu- 
ments. He did not bother to check the authenticity of the documents she 


26 THE ASYLUM 


claimed to have been signed by Carnegie until after the bank had closed. 
Several documents are illustrated in the book. 

Iconsider this book to be quite valuable to the serious collector of U.S. paper 
money, and I think it SHE be a welcome addition to the library of most any 
numismatist. This is not a "dry" book full of statistics; rather, it is a 
recollection of an individual who was privy to important happenings in U.S. 
financial history. Thomas P. Kane knew his subject, and he does an excellent 
job of relating his knowledge to the reader. Numismatists and bibliomaniacs 
are quite fortunate that he recorded these events. 

Mr. Kane's book appears occasionally in auctions and price lists, anda copy 
can usually be found in major libraries. 


Research Help Requested 
John Adams 
Boston, Massachusetts 

In designing Numisgraphics, Attinelli elected to be all-inclusive. He not 
only described the mediocre sales along with the great ones, he also listed 
truly obscure items, many of them containing but one or two lots of 
numismatic content. Because of his care and energy, a complete picture of 
auction activity in the early days of our hobby has survived. For his legacy 
we who have followed and will follow Mr. Attenelli must be duly grateful. 

In writing U.S. Numismatic Literature - Volume I, | focused on content and 
collectabilty, thus ignoring most of Attinelli's entries. The omission was 
purposeful and I would do no differently if writing the book today. However, 
my omission had the unfortunate side-effect of shifting attention to some 
catalogues at the Rese of others. Perhaps we who enjoy the entire Attinelli 
series can redress the balance right here 1n the pages of The Asylum. 

One interesting block of material is the broadsides. Taking just the years 
1855 through 1875, Attinelli makes 30 listings. Perhaps there is a hoard 
somewhere but, in my experience, all broadsides are extremely rare. There 
was no compelling reason why they should have been saved, added to which 
they tend to disintegrate quickly if stored carelessly.1 

With respect to content, broadsides tend to be a wasteland. The material 
was probably pretty ordinary to begin with but the necessarily terse descrip- 
tions did nothing to enhance it. One exception to this ccretal COSC 1S 
the W.L. Wall & Co. broadside of October 23, 1871. Sold at the direction of 
the U.S. Government, the 57 lots contain pre-1857 proof sets and other 
important early coins. The format of the auction, as well as location, 
guaranteed that the coins would be slaughtered (which they were). 

I own only eight broadsides of the period and have seen perhaps twice that 
number in institutions along the Eastern seaboard, not counting the extensive 
holding of the A.N.S. My file includes one item not listed in Attenelli or 
reported elsewhere, as follows: 

1) February 14, 1872. Thos. Birch & Sons, Philadelphia. 357 lots (all 
coins, including a few decent large cents). 14 1/4 inches by 18 1/2 inches. 

There must be others of you who collect by Attinelli listing. I'd love to see 
a few articles on the subject or, if that is too much of an effort, simply strike 
up a correspondence. These obscure early sales may not be the cornerstone 
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of U.S. Numismatics, but they are a romantic part of the tradition. We should 
not allow them to fade away. 


For storage, I use large glassine folders. Available at any library supply 
house these have the advantages of being both transparent and tough. 


Editors Note: John may be reached at Adams, Harkness & Hill, Inc., One 
Liberty Square, Boston, MA 02109 


Michael J. Sullivan 
Winnetka, Illinois 

Numismatic bibliophile Michael J. Sullivan is preparing a bibliography of 
United States bank histories, including works on both individual states and 
individual banks. Unlike Dr. Muscalus' work published in 1942 titled A 
Bibliography of Histories of Specific Banks, Sullivan's work includes 
extensive information useful to both the bibliophile and bank Historian, such 
as the number of photographs and their topic (bank presidents, bank notes, 
buildings, etc.) the type of binding, the types of financial data presented, and 
information on special editions. 

Works have been cross-indexed with business history bibliographies such 
as Larson and Daniells as well as the standard numismatic bibliography by 
Clain-Stefanelli. Furthermore, books for which books reviews have been 
published have been cited. 

Several Peat bank note collectors, business historians, and numis- 
matic bibliophiles have contributed to the project thus far. However, 
additional help is needed to locate the approximately 150 titles that have yet 
to be located for cataloguing purposes. 

The author will buy or trade bank histories to secure needed titles or will 
provide contributors with the earay instructions to submit information. 
Whether you have only a few bank histories or a large collection, your 
assistance would be appreciated. For further details contact the author at 
P.O.Box 461, Winnetka, IL 60093. 


Cal Wilson 
Fremont, California 
I have commenced work on a manuscript that I hope to publish sometime in 
1988. Essentially, it will be a compendium of biographical sketches of some 
two hundred and fifty or so "old time" numismatic personalities of the U.S. 
and Canada. Most of the information will be gleaned from old periodicals and 
dealer publications. The following lists is not finalized - the final roster will 
depend upon each person. I would be grateful to receive any information you 
may have about the lives and careers of the men and women listed below. 
Please send the information to Cal Wilson, 4501 Eggers Drive, Suite C, 
Fremont CA 94536. 


Arthur Andrews George H. Blake EL G@CeBoydaas 
Judson Brenner Napoleon Breton Harold P. Newlin 
T. Harrison Garrett Henry Chapman S.H. Chapman 


Arthur W. Deas Thomas L. Elder Wayte Raymond 
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Albert R. Frey 
Kelsey W. Hall 
Frank C. Higgins 
J.C. Lighthouse 

B. Max Mehl 
David Harlowe 

Ed Frossard 

Lorin G. Parmelee 
Horatio R. Storer 
Howland Wood 
Farran Zerbe 
Edgar H. Adams 
John A. Beck 
Leon V. Belt 

M.H. Bolender 
Henry A. Brand 
Virgil Brand 
David M. Bullowa 
George H. Clapp 
T. L. Comparette 
Eugene Courteau 
Lillard W. Culver 
Gaston Di Bello 
DeDee Denise 
William P. Donlan 
Frank G. Duffield 
George H. Earle 
Ole P. Eklund 
Leander Fahnestock 
Charles H. Fisher 
George P. French 
John Work Garrett 
Ebenezer Gilbert 
Horace Grant 
Ruth Green 
Edward Groh 
Harvey L. Hansen 
J.M. Henderson 
Roy Hill 

Archer M. Huntington 
Edward Kann 
Burdette G. Johnson 
Sol Kaplan 
Rudolph Koehler 
Foster Lardner 
Edgar Levy 

James G. Macallister 


Ben Green 

George F. Heath 
Joseph Hooper 
William T.R. Marvin 
Waldo C. Moore 
Charles Tatman 
Lyman H. Low 
Rogers Rudding 
Daniel W. Valentine 
Moritz Wormser 
Jeremiah Zimmerman 
Delmont L. Angell 
Martin L. Beistle 
Clarence S. Bement 
Alden Scott Boyer 
Herbert A. Brand 
Agnes Baldwin Brett 
Neil Carothers 

T. James Clarke 
Henry Cook 
Sylvester S. Crosby 
C. Glenn Curtis 
Hiram E. Deats 
William H. Dillisten 
Homer K. Downing 
William F. Dunham 
William C. Eaton 
James W. Ellsworth 
Aaron R. Feldman 
Charles W. Foster 
Robert Freidberg 
Joseph Geis 

George A. Gillette 
Ludger Gravel 
E.H.R. Green 
William B. Hale 
John W. Haseltine 
Clinton Hester 
Henry Hines 

Alfred Hutter 

John Story Jenks 
Toivo Johnson 
James Kelly 

Abe Kosoff 

EG ee 

Frank A. Limpert 
H.O. Mann 
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Julius Guttag 
Augustus G. Heaton 
Daniel F. Howorth 
R.W. McLachlan 
Edward T. Newell 
Herbert E. Morey 
Joseph Leroux 

J. Sanford Saltus 
Philip Whiteway 
B.P. Wright 
Matthew A. Stickney 
George J. Bauer 
Bauman L. Belden 
Charles L. Bickford 
Elston G. Bradfield 
Horace Brand 
Joseph Brobston 
Philip H. Chase 
Charles Clay 
Arthur B. Coole 
Willis O. Crosswhite 
Oce.@urtice 
Charles Deetz 

F.J. Donat 

Henry R. Drowne 
Robert Earl 

Robert J. Eidlitz 
Foster Ely 

Mary Ferguson 
Harley L. Freeman 
William M. Friesner 
Howard D. Gibbs 
Maurice Gould 
Charles E. Green 
Henry T. Grogan 
Thomas Hall 
William C. Hazlitt 
George Hetrich 

L. W. Hoffecker 
William Idler 
William G. Jerrems 
John F. Jones 
Richard D. Kenney 
Hugo Landecker 
Theophile Leon 
Howard E. MacIntosh 
Moses Marcuson 
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Edward Maris 
Frederick Merritt 
Henry C. Miller 
Stuart Mosher 
Stephen Nagy 
Waldo Newcomer 
Arthur C. Nygren 
Leonel Panosh 
Joseph Perkins 
Shepard Pond 
William Rabin 
George Rice 
George Rode 
William C. Sanders 
Burton H. Saxton 
Elmer S. Sears 
Joseph Stack 
Morgan H. Stafford 
Charles W. Stutesman 
William Thurston 
William Lee 
William H. Woodin 
E. Zay 

H. Hewitt Judd 
Ray Bryne 

Amon G. Carter, Jr. 
Charles I. Bushnell 
Edward Cogan 

Lee Hewitt 


The Last Word 


J.V. McDermott 
William Merritt 
Joseph C. Mitchelson 
Joseph Moss 

Will W. Neil 

John A. Nexsen 

Al Overton 

Earl Parker 
William A. Philpott 
Reginald Poole 
Lewis M. Reagan 

J. Henri Ripstra 
Byron N. Rooks 
Alfred Sandham 
Oscar Schilke 

C.C. Shroyer 
Benjamin Stack 
Charles Steigerwalt 
Paul Szego 

Pierre Tremblay 
Harry T. Wilson 
Carl Wurtzbach 
John Zug 

Virgil Hancock 
Henry Norweb 
W.W.C. Wilson 
Joseph J. Mickley 
Ard W. Browning 
William Harvey Strobridge 


ay 


Thomas G. Melish 
Fred Michael 
Charles Morris 

Peter Mougey 
Howard R. Newcomb 
Walter P. Nichols 
O.W. Page 

Frank Payne 
William Poillon 
David Proskey 

Ira Reed 

John Robinson 

F.K. Saab 

Kenneth J. Sartoris 
John W. Scott 

Adam Smith 
Morton Stack 
Malcolm Storer 
Nelson T. Thorsen 
Theodore Vann 
David C. Wismer 
Andrew C. Zabriskie 
William H. Sheldon 
James Brown 
Emory Norweb 
Kenneth Lee 

Frank Causey Wilson 
M.W. Dickeson 


The benefits of editing The Asylum are many and enjoyable. The most 


significant drawback is the need to frequently hector the membership. Send 
articles! Send reviews! Send copy or I'll kill you! And so on. Now I must 
bring up the subject universally agreed (except among numismatists) to be the 
root of all evil: money. 

In the course of a telephone conversation with our new Secretary-Treasurer, 
John Bergman, I learned that we have something that businessmen calla cash- 
flow problem. The source of this problem is easy to spot, since we have only 
one flowing source of cash: dues. It seems that many of our members pay 
their dues in a somewhat casual fashion, in some cases several months after 
receiving their notices. 

As a result, there have been a couple of months lately in which we have 
wondered if we had enough on hand to pay for printing and mailing. 

This brings me to my last nag (until next issue). If you haven't paid your 
1988 dues, please do! And do please make a resolution to pay future dues by 
return of mail. We have good momentum going now, with excellent 
contributors and a regular publication schedule. All we need is filthy lucre to 
keep it going. 
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WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 
or 
Single Titles 


Call or Write 
CAL WILSON 


4501 Eggers Drive, Suite C 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 
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At night, when it is dark, 
and all is quiet, 
the books in my house breed! 


I swear it is true. 


How else explain 
the way book shelves 
so quickly overflow? 


~ Frank J. Anderson 
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I Want to Purchase 
Deluxe or Presenta- 
tion Bound Copies 
of any catalogs, books 
or periodicals on United 
States numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(213) 421-0171 after 4 P.M. PST, 
and on weekends 
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From the Editor 


Years hence, when some intrepid numismatic historian writes a history of the 
early years of the N.B.S., he or she will say something to the effect that "1988 was 
a very trying year for the Society." And that, believe us, will be an understatement. 

Our troubles began when the Peterson Family sold the Rayline Press. You will 
recall that Nils Peterson has seen to the typesetting and printing of The Asylum over 
the past several years. We were sorry to see Nils go, and somewhat apprehensive 
about finding someone to fill his shoes. He assured us, however, that the young 
couple who had purchased Rayline were perfectly capable of carrying on. Your 
editor made contact with the female of the couple, who indeed proved to be a quick 
and accurate typesetter, by mid-February, we had proofs of the typesetting in our 
hands for corrections. All seemed to be going well. 

We had just finished the proofreading when George Kolbe called. "Have you 
heard about Rayline?" he asked, "Way ahead of you George," replied ye ed. "We've 
already started working with the new proprietors, and we have the proofs all 
corrected." After a moment of silence, George said, "so you haven't heard about 
the drug raid." It seems that the new proprietors were allegedly caught with 12 
ounces of cocaine on the premises of Rayline Press. The couple were charged with 
one count each of conspiracy to traffic in cocaine and possession of cocaine for sale. 
They were, at last report, being held in the Orange County Jail without bail. 

Also being held without bail, in the impounded building of the Rayline Press, were 
Our manuscripts, ad copy and typeset proofs for the spring issue. N.B.S. members 
who live nearby made gallant efforts to retrieve the material, but to no avail. So by 
the beginning of March, we faced the fact that we would have to start over on the 
Spring issue. Providentially, we still had the photocopies of the proofs, so we were 
able to reconstruct the issue from that source. A desperate search ensued to find a 
reasonably - priced press that could do the job relatively quickly. Even so, it was 
not until the end of April that everyone received their copies. In the rush, many 
illustrations and ads had to be eliminated altogether; we apologize to all for the in- 
convenience, and promise that we will not bill anyone whose ad was omitted. 

This unfortunate incident has thrown our publication schedule badly off balance; 
it may take us the entire year to catch up. It also proved to be a very damaging 
financial blow. We had been receiving a sweetheart deal from Rayline; despite a 
lot of shopping around, we had to pay more than twice our accustomed rate to set 
and print our journal's Spring issue. Coupled with the recent postal increase, this is 
a crippling blow to our treasury. We will continue to explore creative ways to save 
money in publishing, but I doubt that anything we will find will match the old 
Rayline prices. , 

So please bear with us as we try to cope with these unexpected problems. We are 
still striving to put four 32-page issues this year and every year. At this point, we 
have no plans to raise dues-- and will not unless the alternative is extinction. As 
always, you can help by sending in copy for the upcoming issues. 


We recently received a mailing from Carl F. Wolf, the coordinator of the ANA's 
Numismatic Theatre, held every year at the anniversary convention. It seems that 
the Theatre is being badly squeezed by the ANA's cash crunch crisis, and could 
conceivably be eliminated altogether. Mr. Wolf, who serves as a volunteer, has 
issued a plea to all numismatists concerned about education to help the Theatre in 
three important ways: first, to contribute $10.00 or more towards the cost of the 
operation; second, to volunteer to make a presentation; third, to nominate a good, 
but unknown speaker to make a presentation. If you would like to help, Mr. Wolf's 
address is 2 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60606-2704. His telephone 
numbers are 312-454-9696 (work), and 312-935-4860 (home). Checks should be 
made payable to "ANA Numismatic Theatre”. 
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Letters To The Editor 


To the Editor: 
I recently recieved the spring issue and read your recap regarding the drug raid. 
All things considered, I think you did a superb job in getting it out at all! 
Let's hope we don't have to obtain urine samples and check for "rap sheets" from 
future publishers. 
Bob Cochran 
Florisant, Missouri 


Editor's note: Hmmm...Now that you mention it, Bob, we just might.............. 


To the Editor: 
I have a couple of comments relative to a few items in the Winter, 1987 issue. 


First and foremost, I heartily endorse Jack Collins’ proposal for a code of Ethics 
and arbitration procedure. I look forward with great anticipation to Jack's more 
detailed discussion/presentation of this most worthwhile idea. This is the kind of 
proposal that will benefit the field of numismatics in general. And because we would 
be doing something that would ultimately benefit all collectors, regardless of 
specialty, it should certainly reflect well on and increase the stature of our 
organization. 

Second, I feel that the impact of some recent articles was lost by breaking them 
up into two and three parts. Remember, there is a long time between issues. It would 
be more interesting to present substantial material from a given article in as few 
issues as possible. A third installment that covers only about one and a quarter pages 
loses considerable impact. It would have been better included with the previous 
installment. 

Last while I sometimes wish for more, I'm not at all unhappy with what I get each 
time THE ASYLUM is issued. Thank you for your good work. 

Leo J. Guibault, Jr. 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Editor's note: Leo never writes us unless he has a good idea. From now on, we 
promise to avoid breaking up long articles, unless there is no other way to do it 
because of space considerations. 


To the Editor: 

No, No, No! John Wilson is WRONG where he states that Austin Sheheen 
started the Bank Note Reporter! 

Grover Criswell founded the rag, and I was first editor, "founding," of course. 

Austin bought BNR from Grover, later sold it to Chet. 

BNR was named one dark and stormy night, (some of us couldn't see too well) 
during an after dinner "conference" at Grover's. The conspiritors were Fritz Weber, 
John J. Pittman, Grover, and yours truly. 

Carling Greshman 
Pomona Park, Florida 
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N.B.S. News 


Annual Meeting Plans 

President Armand Champa, with the able assistance of "program chairman" Cal 
Wilson, has been a busy man over the past few weeks, ponying up a blockbuster 
annual meeting during the ANA Anniversary Convention July 20-24 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The N.B.S. annual meeting will be held on Friday, July 22 at 2 p.m. in room 
250 of the Cincinnati Convention Center. Armand has arranged an_ all-star line-up 
of member speakers. Leading off will be renowned numismatic scholar Eric 
Newman. Eric's topic will be "The Utah Numismatic Forgery Scandal". Batting 
second will be Martin (Mr. Bibliography) Gengerke. Fittingly, Martin will inform 
us about the current state of his ongoing bibliographical research. The third hitter 
will be ANA librarian Nancy Green, who will tell us about the resources and services 
of that institution. Now how's that for a team? Last year's evening meeting lasted 
into the wee hours, so this year's 2 p.m. starting time should allow us to beat the 
curfew! As always, there will be bibliophiles, bibliopoles, and bibliophilists 
leamedly discussing bibliothecae, bibliotics, bibliopegy, and other biblio-blab. If 
past practice is any guide, there will be opportunities afterwards to be bibulous, as 
well! So plan to join the fun on July 23! 

Champa Field Trip...or...the Inviason of Louisville! 
Armand Champa, our President and the patron saint of bookbinders, is offering all 
N.B.S. members a truly special treat on Saturday, July 23, the day following the 
annual meeting, namely, a field trip to see the justly celebrated Champa library! 
Armand will charter a Greyhound bus, and haul us from the convention center to his 
home in Louisville. The bus will pull out from the convention center promptly at 
10:00 a.m. The Champa digs will be transformed into a bibliomuseum for the day, 
with scores of Armand's rarest and most historical volumes on exhibit. In additon 
to this feast for the eyes, the Champas have most graciously arranged for a lunch to 
be served to their guest. Our President invites all bonafide N.B.S. members to 
attend, but he urgently requests you to make reservations early, since the capacity 
of the party is the capacity of the bus, which is 49 persons. Please call Armand at 
(502) 425-1302 to save a space. The trip from Cincinnati to Louisville will take 
approximately one hour and 20 minutes; the bus will depart for its return trip to 
around 7:00 p.m. Don't miss this chance to see Armand's fabulous collection! 
P.S. Armand informs us that, in order to avoid temptation, he will check all 
trenchcoats, bookbags, bushel baskets, shopping carts, etc. at the door! 


N.B.S. Board Meeting 


The annual meeting of the N.B.S. Board will be held at noon of July 22, before the 
annual meeting. Board members will receive further details later, but are requested 
to hold the time on their calendars. 


N.B.S. Regional Meeting 


Wayne Homren is organizing a regional meeting of the N.B.S. at the annual 
convention of the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists. The meeting will be 
Saturday, August 13 at 2:30 in the Hilton at Lackawanna Station in Scranton. 
Wayne is looking for a speaker; call him at 412/642-6900 for further information. 


Books on popued Worth Their Weight in Gold Jeff Rock NLG 
a 


(continued from last issue) San Diego, California 


Chapman, Samuel H., The United States Cents of the Year 1794, Philadelphia, 
1923, 29 pages, 4 Phototype plates. Over 50 copies were printed of this first edition, 
but almost all of them were recalled to correct the numerous mistakes. An original 
would be in the $2000 class. In 1926, a second edition was published, probably to 
the tune of only 200 copies, with many of the older mistakes repeated in the new 
edition! The second edition, although not in the same class as the first, is a rarity 
in its own right. Copies have fetched around $200. 


SUMMER, 1988 40 
Clain-Stefanelli, Elvira and Vladimir, The Beauty and Lore of Coins, Currency and 
Medals, Rivrwood Publishers Limited, Croton-On-Hudson, NY, 1974, 256 pages 
extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. A beautifully produced book, 
this coffee table work features photographs of some of the most eye-popping coins 
around. Loaded with information, this is yet another book that should be included 
in every library. The mouth-watering photographs of some of the coins held in the 
Smithsonian make the book well worth the $15-25 it will cost. 

Clapp, George H., The United States Cents of the years 1798-99, Sewickley, 1931. 
64 pages. two photographic plates. The first in what was to eventually become a 
series of monographs written by Clapp and/or Howard Rounds Newcomb on the 
dates of 1795-1814. Only ninety copies were printed of the regular edition, and they 
sell for around $400 and up. Ten presentation copies with leather bindings were also 
prepared, and their value is purely speculative, probably well over the $1000. mark. 

Clapp, George H., The United States Cents, 1804-1814, published by Wayte 
Raymond as Number Eight in the Coin Collector Series, 1941, 12 pages with two 
halftone plates. Card Covers. Mainly a revision of the earlier works, most notably 
the Proskey/Doughty listing. Not a scarce pamphlet, available for under $20.00. 

Clapp George H. and Newcomb, Howard R., The United States Cents of the Years 
1795, 1796, and 1797 and 1800, American Numismatic Society, New York, NY 
1947, 74 pages, 4 photographic plates. A very concise, well-written work and the 
final one written on the early date large cents. Crosby on 1793's, Frossard-Hays on 
1794's and the various Clapp and/or Newcomb works on the other dates were the 
standard references until Dr. Sheldon's Early American Cents was published in 
1949. Fairly scarce, copies generally sell at the $150.00 level. 

Cohen, Roger S., American Half Cents, the ‘Little Half Sisters,’ Bethesda, MD,, 
1971, 105 pages, many halftone illustrations. This book provides a working 
emission sequence, something never before published. The photos are all of fairly 
low quality. Available for around $15.00. The greatly expanded second edition, 
published by Wigglesworth & Ghatt Co., Arlington VA, 1982 consists of 131 pages, 
improves on the rarity ratings and the condition census. The photographs are of a 
much higher quality, and a section on the history of collecting provides good 
background. Excellent die descriptions. Although not close to the Breen work in 
either completeness or quality, this work is still used by some collectors and auction 
houses. Still available from dealers in the $25-35 range. 

Comparette, Thomas Louis, Catalogue of Coins, Tokens and Medals in the 
Numismatic Collection of the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, PA., U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. Three editions, 1912, 1913, 1914, 
634 to 694 pages, each with 15 plates. This hefty volume catalogues all of the 
numismatic items in the collection of the Philadelphia Mint (now held at the 
Smithsonian Institution). Very little background information is provided, and, 
unfortunately, some of what is presented is not totally accurate. One of the reasons 
for the book's relative obscurity is that the listing of U.S. pieces (including colonials, 
territorial pieces and patterns) is covered in only 100 pages. The second edition 
seems, by a small margin, to be the most difficult to find, although all three should 
be available in the $50-80 range. 

Crosby, Sylvester Sage, The Early Coins of America: and the Laws Governing 
Their Issue. Comprising also Descriptions of the Washington Pieces, the Anglo- 
American Tokens, Many Pieces of Unknown Origin, of the Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth Centuries, and the First Patterns of the United States Mint, published by 
William T.R. Marvin, Boston, Massachusetts, 1875, 381 pages, 2 fold-out plates of 
manuscript documents, 10 Heliotype plates and110 line engravings throughout the 
text. The classic work on colonial numismatics, this book should be a mandatory 
part of every numsimatists library. Every piece of meaningful research on colonial 
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numismatics since 1875 has had its begining in Crosby's magnum opus. It was 
presumed that only 350 copies were printed, but in 1887 Lyman H. Low announced 
that 500 were produced, and that he had purchsed the unsold amount. Originally 
issued in twelve parts, the work was offered at $12.00 unbound and $15.00 bound. 
Low's copies were offered at about half that price. Copies are occasionally found 
with an 1878 date; these were probably just unsold copies issued with a new title 
page, as the text is identical to the 1875 work. An additional plate was prepared by 
Dr. Edward Maris in 1876, which illustrated 48 varieties of Connecticut, Vermont 
and New Jersey coppers. Very few copies of Crosby contain this plate. An original 
Crosby now sells in the $400-750 range, about half of what it sold for a few years 
ago. Copies with the Maris plate generally bring $100-200 more. Several reprints 
have been produced, the first by R. Green, Chicago, in 1945. This edition was 
limited to 500 copies, all of which sold quickly. This reprint now commands about 
$75-100. TAMS issued a reprint in 1965, duplicating the personal copy of 
California numismatist Ralph A. "Curly" Mitchell. In 1970 Burt Franklin issued a 
reprint in a slightly reduced format. 1974 saw a high quality reprint issued by 
Quarterman Publications, with the added bonus’ of an introduction by Eric P. 
Newman. In 1983 a very low quality reprint was issued by Sanford J. Durst, and, 
in 1984 the Quarterman reprint of a decade earlier was reissued. This edition is by 
far the finest, and is highly recommended for collector's not wanting to invest several 
hundred dollars in an original. Prices for these reprints vary from $25-75. 

Crosby, Sylvester Sage, The United States Coinage of 1793, Cents and Half 
Cents. Descriptions of the Various Dies Bearing That Date, with Notes on the Es- 
tablishment of the Mint, reprinted from the American Journal of Numismatics, 1897. 
36 pages. 4 plates. An expansion of an earlier article by Crosby and J.N.T. Levick 
which appeared in the April, 1896 issue of AJN. Only 200 copies were printed, and 
these usually command $100-150. Three reprints have been produced. One was 
published in 1933 by Wayte Raymond, which consisted of the plates only (these 
usually sell for around $10). The other two were printed by Lee F. Hewitt, one with 
heavy paper covers and halftone plates which sells for around $20 and the other with 
green cloth covers and photographic plates. The latter is quite rare and usually 
fetches $100. 

DeWitt, J. Doyle, Alfred S. Robinson, Hartford Numismatist, Connecticut Histori- 
cal Society, 1968, 28 pages, several halftone illustrations throughout text. Describes 
and illustrates some of the medallic issues of Alfred S. Robinson, a prolific 
numismatist of the Civil War era. Also includes information on struck copies of 
colonial coins. Good background reading, quite entertaining, and easily affordable 
at the current $2.50 price tag. 

Dickeson, Montroville W., The American Numismatic Manual, Philadelphia, PA. 
Three editions, 1859, 1860 and 1865, ranging from 265 to 271 pages with 19 or 20 
metallic-tinted lithographic plates. This was the first "collector's bible," attempting 
to give a complete overview of American numismatics between two covers. The 
Manual, as it was familiarly called, presented much information not found else- 
where, and has served as a Starting point of sorts for subsequent research. Unfor- 
tunately, not all of the information presented is totally accurate, many of the errors 
found in it are directly traceable to inaccurate and incomplete early mint records 
and rumors of the day. As it was a popular book it was printed in (then) record 
numbers, and many have survived to this day (although not all in good antiquarian 
condition). The current price range of $150-225 does not accurately reflect the 
significant impact this pioneering work had on American numismatics. A scarce 
variant of the third edition was issued by Lippincott & Co. after they had run out of 
plates, these are ususlly found marked " Without Plates" on the spine, and sell for 
around $50-75. 
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Doughty, Francis Worcester, The Cents of the United States. A Numismatic Study. 
Scott Stamp and Coin Co. New York, NY, 1890, 115 pages, two tables (one a fold- 
out), 4 line engraved plates and illustrations throughout the text. Doughty, a hack 
writer who specialized in fiction for young boys, basically reprinted a series of 
articles penned by David Proskey in the Coin Collector's Journal from 1879-1883, 
later revised in 1887-8. Proskey, a very outspoken collector/dealer, was quite 
unpopular with many of the leading dealers of the day, especialy Ed Frossard, who 
was already carrying on feuds with W. Elliot Woodward, J.W. Scott and various 
other dealers. Originals, of which possibly only 200 copies were printed, sell for 
around $125. In 1934 Holland A. Davis, Denver, Colorado, issued a reprinting of 
both hard and soft covers. The hard cover edition sells for around $25, while the 
slightly scarcer soft cover version brings a few dollars more. 

Durst, Sanford J., Comprehensive Guide to American Colonial Coinage, New 
York, NY, 1976, 154 pages, several low quality halftone photos scattered through- 
out the text. The title is misleading in that the work is anything but comprehensive. 
Descriptions of various colonial coins are quite sketchy, often covering more than 
one variety. The Photographs are poor enough to make them all but worthless as an 
attribution aid. What promised to be the one saving feature of the book, a record of 
auction listings of various varieties, is virtually useless in that many notable auctions 
have been omitted, and even the information presented is not always accurate. Of 
little value to the colonial specialists, it may have some to the beginner who is still 
acquainting himself with Early American Coinage. Available for around $10, 
although not seriously recommended. 

Durst, Sanford J. publisher, Early American Copper Anthology, New York, NY, 
1977, 544 pages, several low quality halftone plates. This work reprints eleven 
major monographs on half and large cents in their entirety. No new information, 
additions or corrections are provided. The uniformly low quality of the plates make 
them all but worthless for attribution. Ata price of around $30, this work makes an 
adequate substitute for the more expensive monographs, which do make fascinat- 
ing reading. 

Evans, George G., Illustrated History of the United States Mint, With a Complete 
Description of American Coinage, Philadelphia, PA. many editions throughout the 
1880's averaging around 160 pages, all with plates and line illustrations. Entertain- 
ing reading, giving valuable information on the mint, minting process, the officials 
in charge of the Mint, notes on coinages of foreign countries, descriptions of some 
United States coins, several plates of coins (including colonials, half cents and large 
cents) with valuations under each. Invaluable for the photographs of Mint Directors 
as well as the short biographies presented. Well worth the $20-50 price tag. The 
most in-demand edition is the one issued in 1892 for the U.S. Mint Centennial, and 
commands $40-60 depending on condition. 

Frey, Albert R., Dictionary of Numismatic Names with a Glossary of Numismatic 
Terms in English, French, German, Italian, Swedish, originally published in The 
American Journal of Numismatics, 1917, later in book form, New York, NY 1947. 
Perhaps the best numismatic dictionary ever written in English. It belongs in the 
library of every collector, and even an advanced numismatist will find himself 
consulting it frequently. Scarce, copies generally selling for over $100. 

Frossard, Edouard, Monograph on United States Cents and Half Cents, Issued 
Between the Years 1793 and 1857; To Which is Added a Table of the Principle 
Coins, Tokens, Jetons, Medalets, Patterns of Coinage and Washington Pieces, 
Generally Classified Under the Head of Colonial Coins. A Contribution to the 
Numismatic History of the United States. Illustrated by Nine Heliotype Plates, from 
Originals, Irvington-on-Hudson, NY, 1879, 58 pages, 9 heliotype plates. The first 
eight plates illustrate some of the finest half and large cents from the collections of 
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Lorin G. Parmelee and George W. Merritt (the latter collection sold by Frossard in 
1879). Descriptions after 1794 are all but useless as often several distinct varieties 
could fall under one short description. Only 300 copies were printed, and prices for 
the surviving volumes range from $200 to $300. 

Frossard, Edouard and Hays, W.W., Varieties of United States Cents of the Year 
1794. Described and Illustrated, New York, NY printed by the authors. 18 pages, 
1 double-page Phototype plate. 56 varieties were described and illustrated, the 
varieties set forth in Hays numbers. In 1910, Thomas Elder issued a reprint, the text 
now occupying 26 pages, and illustrated from coins in the collection of Ebenezer 
Gilbert. The Gilbert-Elder edition, as it is known, also added three new varieties. 
The original Frossard-Hays work was a limited edition of 250 copies, and most now 
sell at well over $200. The Gilbert-Elder reprint, of which perhaps 300 were printed, 
sells for under $75. Both are scarce. 

Furst, Moritz, Medals Made in America, reprinted from The Numismatist, 1954. 
This work lists some 42 medals made by Furst who was an active engraver from 
about 1811 to 1840. Although not a Mint employee, he did work there on a 
commission basis from 1808 to 1838. The reprint contains several halftone illus- 
trations and is still available for the A.N.A. library for around $2. 

Gilbert, Ebenezer and Elder, Thomas L., The Varieties of United States Cents of 
1796, Thomas L. Elder, New York, NY 1909, 12 pages, 2 Phototype plates, 
occasionally found with a one-page addendum entitled "New Varieties of 1796 
Cents". The descriptions of the various varieties were taken from notes made by 
Gilbert, which were not intended for publication, being incomplete and, in a few 
instances, inaccurate, as a total of 13 varieties listed are either unknown or duplica- 
tions of other varieties. Perhaps the most confusing work on 1796 cents ever printed! 
This edition usually sells for around $50, those with addendum sheets laid in go a 
bit higher. 

Gilbert, Ebenezer, The United States Half Cents From the First Year of Issue, in 
1793 to the Year When Discontinued, 1857. All Dates and Varieties Described and 
Illustrated, The Elder Numismatic Press, New York, NY, 1916, 43 pages, 6 
photographic plates. Hurriedly produced, the book contains a higher-than-average 
number of errors. No historical data is provided, and a rarity scale is never defined, 
but in spite of the books shortcomings, it remained the standard reference for over 
60 years. Half cents are still occasionally found attributed to Gilbert numbers, and 
at least one major auction house lists both Gilbert and Cohen numbers in their 
catalogues. Two sets of plates were produced for this work, one in a matte finish, 
the other glossy. Original copies, with a one-page supplemental plate, are quite 
scarce, realizing $200-300. Copies without the supplemental plate, bound shortly 
before and for a short while after Elder's death (from warehouse copies) sell for 
around $100. Several reprints have been produced, these can usually be distin- 
guished by the blurred image on some of the coins in the plates. The most modern 
reprints, and the ones most frequently seen, are weak at the lower corners of Plates 
III and IV. Reprints can be had for $5-15. 

Guttag Brothers, Cents of New Jersey, no date, an extract reprinted from an earlier 
Guttag Bros. publication, probably Coins of the Americas. This work presents short 
descriptions and line drawings of some 124 varieties of New Jersey coppers, a few 
unlisted by Maris. The drawings, made from original coins, are sometimes quite 
crude. Of little use as an aid to attribution, but a nice companion to the Maris work. 
Copies can be found for $25-35, with some searching. 

Hall, Thomas, A Descriptive List of the Coppers Issued by Authority, for the State 
of Connecticut, for the Year 1787, privately printed, Boston, 58 pages. An enlarge- 
ment of Crosby for Connecticut coppers of 1787, this work gives detailed descrip- 
tions of the various obverse and reverse dies used in that year, forming the basis of 
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what was to later become the Miller work on this series. A fantastically rare work, 
with perhaps less than a dozen copies extant. This one is on many collectors’ want 
list, and copies have sold at the $1500 level, in a bad market. A reprint was issued 
in 1987 by CFG Publications, and is available for $35. Look for the reprint to fuel 
greater interest in the original copies. 

Hallenbeck, Kenneth, Jr., Counterstamped U.S. Large Cents, reprinted from The 
Numismatist., August, 1965, 5 pages. This work lists several hundred counterstam- 
ped large cents, and presents a new classification system for these pieces which, 
unfortunately, never really caught on. No historical information is provided, just a 
listing of the counterstamps. Still available from the A.N.A. at around $2. 

Harper's New Monthly Magazine, "Coins in America," reprinted from the March 
1860 issue, 16 pages, woodcut illustrations in text and five lithographic plates at the 
end of the work, the plates being a reduced version of those appearing in John H. 
Hickcox's 1858 work An Historical Account of American Coinage, which were 
engraved by J.E. Gavit of Albany, NY. Most likely a reprint of an earlier Harper's 
edition, the work deals with colonial coins. Although most of the material presented 
is inaccurate (some ridiculously so!), the piece makes fascinating background 
reading. Copies have fetched anywhere from $20-75. At the lower price levels, a 
bargain. 

Hibler, Harold E. and Kappen, Charles V., So-Called Dollars. and Illustrated 
catalogue with Valuations, New York, NY, 1963, 156 pages, extensive halftone 
illustrations throughout text. This large book catalogues almost 1000 dollar-sized 
commemorative medals, from the grandaddy of them all, the 1826 Erie Canal 
Completion Medal, to the 1961 Kansas Statehood Centennial Medal. Now the 
standard reference, the work is, admittedly, incomplete. The rarity and valuation 
guides are way out of line, both being much too optimistic. A pricing supplement 
was issued in 1978 by the now defunct company of Johnson & Jensen which features 
more realistic guides to value. Available for around $10. 

Hickox, John H., An Historical Account of American Coinage. With Plates, 
Albany, NY 1858, 151 pages, 5 engraved plates of colonial coins, prepared by J.E. 
Gavit, also of Albany. This work represents the first major attempt to publish 
something serious on the coinage of the fledgling country, most of it is taken up with 
colonial issues. At the time of this work's publication the author was all of 26 years 
old. Only 200 copies were printed, five of which were special editions on large 
Sear Regular Copies go for around $400, and one of the special editions has sold 
for $1200. 

Hilt, Robert P., Die Varieties of Early United States Coins, Omaha, Nebraska, 
1980, 122 pages with several halftone illustrations. Mainly concerned with silver 
and gold issues, although some information is provided on early copper. The 
conclusions reached by Mr. Hilt are interesting, if a bit controversial, and once one 
gets around what seems to be the author's immense ego, there are some theories that 
might still be proven correct. Available for around $40. 

Judd, J. Hewitt, Breen, Walter H. and Kosoff, Abe, United States Pattern, 
Experimental and Trial Pieces, Racine, Wisconsin, seven editions. 1959 through 
1983. 253 to 270 pages, many halftone illustrations throughout the text. An 
indispensable work, the standard reference in the field. Although patterns are not 
at the height of their popularity, this is a "must" book for every numsimatist--- just 
to see the designs that “could have been." Copies of the first edition usually run 
around $50. subsequent editions for around $10-15, and the latest edition sells for 
under $20. 

Julian, R.W., Medals of the United States Mint. The First Century. 1792-1892, 
El Cajon, CA 1977, 424 pages, high quality halftone illustrations throught out the 
text. A remarkable piece of research, this volume lists most of the medals and tokens 
struck by the Philadelphia Mint in it's first century of existence. Gives background 
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information, thorough descriptions of the medals, the engraver, number of pieces 
struck, metals struck in, and photographs of the obverse and reverse of most pieces. 
An extensive table of mintage records is appended. Now the standard reference, the 
book is available for around $20, and is worth many times that price. 

Kenny, Richard D., Struck Copies of Early American Coins, published by Wayte 
Raymond, New York, NY, 1952 16 pages, several halftone illustrations. Gives 
background detail about the copies of colonial and early American coins fabricated 
by such people as Wyatt, Robinson, Idler, Bolen and Dickenson. Of special interest 
to EAC'ers are the sections on the 1793 Washington half cent, the Dr. Edward's 
copies of the 1796 half cent and the infamous "Smith counterfeits." Although the 
original is fairly easy to obtain, a low-quality reprint was prepared in 1982 by a New 
York publisher. The original sells for under $15, the reprint for about $5. 

Kenny, Richard D., Early American Medalists and Die-Sinkers Prior to the Civil 
War, originally published as Volume 21, Number 1 of the Coin Collectors’s Journal, 
1954. 24 pages with halftone illustrations throughout the text, as well as a few line 
drawings. Presents information on engravers and die - sinkers responsible for 
many colonial issues, hard times tokens, territorial and private gold coinage, 
medals, as well as engravers employed at the Mint. Generally available for under 
$10. A typically low quality Durst reprint was issued in 1982 and is available for 
around $5. 

Kessler, Alan, The Fugio Coppers. A Simple Method for Identifying Die Varieties. 
With Rarity Listing and Price Guide, Colony Coin Co., Newtonville, Mass, 1976, 
84 pages, extensive halftone illustrations throughout the text. Presents much back- 
ground information not available elsewhere, flow charts for easy attribution and a 
valuation guide which is now somewhat outdated. This work, along with the 
Newman monograph, and a few articles in the Colonial Newsletter encompas just 
about everything published on the series since Crosby. Copies are available at 
around $25. 

Kosoff, Abe, An Illustrated History of United States Coins. Depicting the 
Proposed Designs as well as the Accepted Types, Encino, CA, 1962. 76 pages with 
many halftone illustrations throughout the text. Photographs and descriptions of 
coins are of pieces from the collection of Dr. J. Hewitt Judd. Fascinating reading, 
even if it does sound much like an auction catalogue, complete with lot numbers and 
pedigrees. Available for around $10. 

Kosoff, Abe, Abe Kosoff Remembers New York, NY, 1981, 392 pages several low 
quality halftone illustrations throughout the text. A compilation of the many articles 
of the same name penned by Kosoff in his Coin World column. A fun-filled, 
nostalgic trip back in time; a ghmpse at collectors and collections of the past. 
Excellent reading, even if fiction occasionally is more abundant than fact. The 
regular soft cover edition is still available from the publisher at around $20. Two 
special editions were also produced. The hard bound selling for around $25, and the 
deluxe hardbound at around $40. 

Koutsoures, James T., The Identification of the Feuchtwanger Cents, Low 120. 
Circa 1980, 12 pages with several high quality halftone illustrations throughout text. 
This work expands on the listing by Walter Breen which appeared in the November, 
1957 issue of the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, and details six obverse and nine 
reverse dies, and plates all but two of the reverse dies. A great aid in distinguishing 
the seperate varieties, and highly recommended as a companion work to the Low and 
Rulau volumes. Copies are available for under $5. As most bibliomaniacs know, 
these privately-printed "works of love" soon become quite difficult to find. 

Kurth, Howard H., Revised List of American Game Counters. Reprinted from the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, 1952, 24 pages. Another field of exonumia 
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closely related to early American copper. Fairly difficult to obtain; it took me 
several years of searching to come up with acopy. Perhaps one of the reasons dealers 
do not stock it is its relatively low value, under $10. 

Lapp, Warren A. and Silberman, Herbert A., United States Large Cents, 1793- 
1857, Quarterman Publications, Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1975, 647 pages, scat- 
tered halftone illustrations throughout the text. An anthology of articles appearing 
in The Numismatist from 1895 to the early 1970's. The title is a bit misleading, for 
articles on half cents are also reprinted. A very valuable reference work, it reprints, 
among other things, articles and series authored by George Rice, Charles E. McGirk, 
Chapman, Wurtzbach, George Ross, Charles Steigerwalt, Walter Breen and many 
others. I know of no other volume that, between a pair of covers, presents so much 
information on early copper coinage. The immense amount of time saved thumbing 
through back issues of The Numismatist make the $25-30 price tag seem like a 
bargain. 

Loring, Dennis W., editor, Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 
1795-1803, Lawrence Massachusetts, 1976, 233 pages, eleven high quality plates. 
This work reprints most of the monographs on these early date pieces, including the 
scarce Clapp and Clapp/Newcomb works. The plates, although not quite as sharp 
as in the originals, are of a uniformly good quality. More than just a reprint, two 
appendices detail new discoveries and a guide to rarity and value (both are now a 
bit outdated). Available for around $25, 
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Loubat, J.F., The Medallic History of the United States of America, 1776-1876, 
New York, NY, 1878, originally published in two volumes, 478 pages, with 86 
engraved plates (by Jules Jacquemart). A landmark reference, perhaps the finest 
study ever made of Congressionally awarded medals. Reprints some official 
documents. Originals are scarce, generally bringing around $250-300. Although 
seemingly expensive, this is about one-third of what these two folio volumes used 
to sell for. A few years back several dozen unbound copies were discovered between 
the walls of an old house that was being demolished. Apparently the work didn't sell 
very well, and the remainder was used as insulation material! In 1967 a reprint was 
issued by N. Flayderman & Co., New Milford, CT, which reprinted the work in one 
volume. The reprint is available for around $30. 

Low, Lyman H., Hard Times Tokens, Boston, Massachusetts, 1886, 91 pages, line 
drawings throughout text. The first edition of the definitive work on the series. A 
second edition was prepared in 1899, published in New York, by the author, 65 
pages, with Second Edition Revised and Enlarged added to the title. The first edition 
is quite scarce, usually fetching $100-150. The second is available for $50-75. A 
supplement was issued in 1906, and when offered usually commands $45-50. This 
work has been reprinted several times. An early reprint by Guttag Brothers, undated, 
but probably circa 1930, is fairly scarce, selling for around $30. The latest reprint, 
by Sanford J. Durst, is available for around $20. 

Low, Lyman H., Observations on the Practice of Counterfeiting Coins and 
Medals, originally appearing in the July, 1895 issue of the American Journal of 
Numismatics; a limited reprint of 1000 copies was prepared by Sanford J. Durst, 
New York, NY in 1979. 14 pages in length, this work presents a homey discourse 
on counterfeits and restrikes. Interesting reading. Still available from the publisher 
at around $5. 

Maris. Edward, Varieties of the Copper Issues of the United States Mint in the Year 
1794, Philadelphia, PA 1869, 15 pages, paper covered. The first attempt to 
distinguish and list, in a systematic fashion, the issues of this year. Famous for 
giving names to various varieties of large cents (e.g. "The coquette,” "Scarred head," 
"Double Chin,” and "Venus Marina"). In all, 39 varieties were listed. An extremely 
rare work, perhaps only a dozen copies of an original printing of 100 survive. A bid 
of $2,000 may not win a copy the next time it appears at auction! In 1870 a second 
edition was issued which contained one new half cent and four new large cent 
varieties. The second edition is even rarer than the first, one copy having brought 
around $5,000! 

Maris, Edward, Forty-Eight Varieties of Connecticut, Vermont and New Jersey 
Coins, Philadelphia, Pennsylvannia, 1876. Originally issued as a supplemental 
plate to S.S. Crosby's monumental reference, The Early Coins of America... most 
copies now lack it. Probably fewer than 100 copies were printed, and these go for 
around $100-200. 

Maris, Edward, A Historic Sketch of the Coins of New Jersey, with a Plate 
Containing Specimens of the Mark Newbie Coppers, and the Issues of 1786-7-8: 
with the Obverses, Reverses and Combinations of the Different Varieties of the 
Latter: and a Detailed Description of the Distinctive Differences and Rarity, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1881, 16 pages, one fine double page Phototype plate 
(by Gutekunst). Originals are 48x31 cm, the so-called "Elephant Folio. The original 
binding seems to have been black cloth, embossed with the full title within a gold 
rectangle around the border. The copies that Lyman Low offered were bound in 
black cloth with the title "Coins of New Jersey" only. The standard reference on the 
series. This book is one of the legendary rarities of numismatic literature, with 
perhaps only fifty copies printed, and, probably only half of that number still extant. 
Copies have consistently sold in the $1200-2000 range. Fortunately, several 


SUMMER, 1988 


NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


Pree 
a reread 
SPINK & SON LTD LONDON SPINK & SON LTD LONDON 


Spink & Son Ltd. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 


48 


49 


THE ASYLUM 


| want to purchase Early U.S. Auction 
Catalogues especially with PLATES 


And 
all scarce & rare Numismatic Literature 


If you have any of the following, please write or call me: 
Dealers Bid Books 


Priced & Named Sales 
Deluxe & Presentation 
Catalogues and books 
NAME YOUR PRICE 


| also need: 
Pre 1859 Auction Sales 
Thick Paper & Plated Sales 


of 
Frossard & Woodward 


Small size Chapman Sales PLATED ONLY... 
Mcoye - Henderson - Alvord - Calderhead - Zug 
Sleicher - Simpson - Taylor Windle 


PLATED CATALOGUES... 
Belonging to 
Elder - H.G. Sampson - H.P. Smith 
U.S. Coin Co. - New York Stamp & Coin 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
ANA LM # 775 
Box 22316 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
Phone: (502) 425-1302 


SUMMER, 1988 50 
reprints have been prepared, the best being in 1974 by Quarterman Publications, 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, which was a facsimile reprint and had an additional 
foreword by Walter Breen. This reprint is also a fairly expensive item, selling for 
around $60. An extremely low-quality reprint was issued by Sanford J. Durst in 
1981. Forget about using the plate on this one--it's hardly visible! Available for 
under $15. In 1987 CFS Publications issued a fine reprint in a slightly reduced 
format. Softbound and hardbound reprints were issued, at$15 and $35 respectively. 
The plate was also issued separately. 

Mathews, George D., The Coinage of the World; Ancient and Modern, New York, 
NY, 1876, 305 pages, line cut illustrations throughout the text. Although devoted 
mainly to foreign coins, some 15 pages are taken up with early copper, mainly 
colonials. Background reading, and easily one of the more affordable pieces of 
numismatic literature over a hundred years old, as copies generally sell at around 
S20. 

Miller, Donald M., A Catalogue of U.S. Store Cards or Merchant Tokens. The 
Money of the Merchants, Indiana, Pennsylvania. 1962 100 pages. 1 halftone plate. 
Long the standard reference on the series, the information contained in this work has 
been greatly revised and expanded upon in the various Rulau works. Copies are 
quite scarce, and now command around $25--about half of what they went for before 
the Rulau books appeared. 

Miller, Henry Clay, The State Coinage of Connecticut, originally appearing in 
volume 52.F The American Journal of Numismatics, 1919, 61 pages, 5 plates a few 
illustrations throughout the text. The standard reference on the series (although the 
author of the present article is currently working on a new reference book. Plug, 
Plug, Plug). Original copies are quite scarce, and generally sell at around $100. Two 
reprints have been issued, the first by Ovolon Publishing Co.,Wayland, Massachu- 
setts, in 1962. The reprint is 67 pages, and includes the "Additions and Corrections" 
which appeared in the 1920 volume of AJN (by Frederick Canfield and Hillyer 
Ryder). A reprint was also produced by the Johnston Reprint Corporation, New 
York, NY, in this year. Both of the reprints are of good quality, and they sell for 
around $20-25. In 1981 Sanford J. Durst issued a reprint with the rather optimistic 
claim that it included "...A Major New Supplement of Photographic Plates and Data 
of Virtually All Known Varieties of Connecticut Cents." The new supplement is 
nothing more than the plates of the 1975 EAC sale--completely worthless without 
the accompanying descriptions, which were not included! The new data promised 
is Only a listing of what various varieties brought in that sale--and most of these 
prices were about 2-10 times higher than wha: pieces sold for five months later! The 
plates are of an exceptionally low quality, making them all but useless for 
attribution. Priced at a rather steep $25, I strongly recommend that any interested 
collectors save their money and acquire one of the Miller reprints and an original 
copy of the EAC '75 catalogue. 

Miller, Henry C. and Ryder, Hillyer, The State Coinage of New England: The 
State Coinage of Connecticut. The Colonial Coins of Vermont. The Copper Coins 
of Massachusetts. The American Numismatic Society, New York, NY, 1920, 76, 7 
pages, 7 plates. 200 copies issued, which usually fetch around $150-200. In 1960 
a very limited reprint was issued by George Fuld and Alfred Hoch, Framingham, 
MA. This reprint work was extensively annotated by such authorities as Eric P. 
Newman, Edward Barnsley, Walter Breen, Phillip Keller and Robert Vlack. The 
annotations include corrections and additions of new die combinations not known 
to the original authors. The reprint, much scarcer than the original work, has sold 
for around $300. 

Moore, Richard D.; Hawley, Cyril H.; Lennon, Wilfred and David, Howard E., 
Auctori Connec and Other Emissions, The Hartford Numismatic Society, Hartford, 
Connecticut, 1959, 59 pages, several halftone plates. An important collection of 
short monographs dealing with the Higley tokens, state coinage of Connecticut, 
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Connecticut bills of Credit, Hard Times Tokens and the Hartford Bank. Only 200 
copies were produced, and these are seldom encountered. The work usually sells at 
well over $50. 

Morley, Tom, 1794 Large Cents Graded and Updated, Shuttle Press, Cape Ken- 
nedy, Florida, 42 pages, several high quality halftone plates throughout the text. An 
indispensable volume, containing and up-to-date Condition Census on the 94's, and 
a photographic grading guide of the various varieties, generally including photo- 
graphs of the finest known example of each die (some 248 photographs presented 
in all). Behind the Sheldon work, perhaps the most used reference on 1794 large 
cents in my library! Copies were issued in both soft and hard covers, the former sells 
for around$15, the later for around $20. Now out of print, copies should become 
scarce. 

Nelson, Phillip, The Coinage of William Wood for the American Colonies 
originally published in the British Numismatic Journal, Volume 1, later appearing 
in The Numismatist, where and updated version was reprinted in 1962, 16 pages. 
Dealing with the ever-popular Rosa Americana series. A reprint issued in 1978 by 
Sanford J. Durst includes information on the Hibernia coinage as well as other pieces 
produced by Wood, but not expressly made for the American colonies. Both works 
are readily available for under $5. 

Newcomb, Howard Rounds, The United States Cents of the Years 1801--1802-- 
1803, Detroit, Michigan, 1925, 85 pages, 4 excellent plates interleaved with tissue 
paper. A well-written monograph, thoroughly revising the mess that these dates 
were left in by the Doughty work. So thorough was Newcomb's research, that only 
four additions were made after publication, three of which were discused in 
supplements isued by Newcomb. Only 100 copies of this scarce work were printed, 
and they usually sell at around $300. (Those without the supplements generally 
bring $50-100 less). 

Newcomb, Howard Rounds, United States Copper Cents, 1816-1857, Numis- 
matic Review, New York, NY, 1944, 284 pages, 11 halftone plates, many line 
illustrations throughout text. Which, unlike most numismatic works was not 
typeset, but, rather printed in Newcomb's own neat handwriting! Completed around 
1940, this manuscript was turned over to Stack’s with the agreement that it would 
be printed, at no cost to Newcomb, before his death. The advent of World War II 
prevented Stack's from publishing the work, but when Newcomb became ill in 1944, 
plans were made to live up to the agreement, and the work was published. Paper was 
a well-rationed wartime product, and the results is that most of the original editions 
were printed on less-than-ideal stock. These original works sell for around $100. 
Several types of deluxe editions were prepared by Stack's, and probably dispersed 
to favored customers. 75 copies were printed on thick paper and bound in full 
crimson morocco, these copies usually bring around $300. 50 copies were also 
printed on regular paper and bound in full crimson morocco, and these usually fetch 
$200. Stack's also issued two reprint editions, one in 1956, which sells for around 
$50-75 and one in 1963 that brings around $30. In 1981 Quarterman Publications 
issued an updated reprint with notes by "The King of the Middle Dates" John D. 
Wright. These are available for around $30. 

Newman, Eric P., The 1776 Continental Currency Coinage, and Varieties of the 
Fugio Cent. Two separate monographs originally published as Volume 4 of the 
Coin Collector’s Journal, 1952. The first monograph is 9 pages, the second is ten, 
each with three half-tone plates. The first monograph examines the 1776 
Continental "Dollar", its history, design and presents a listing of the varieties and 
metals which make up this mysterious coinage. The second monograph deals with 
the 1787 Fugio coppers, gives background information, some data on pattern 
pieces, as well as a detailed description of the obverse and reverse dies, along with 
the various combinations. Fortunately for collectors, not a very scarce work, 
generally selling under $10. A low quality reprint was prepared by a New York 
publisher in 1982, and sells for about $5. If you're planning on using this work for 
attribution, spend the extra five bucks on an original. 
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Newman, Eric P., Coinage for Colonial Virginia, The American Numismatic 
Society, 1956, published as Numismatic Notes and Monographs, #135, 57 pages, 6 
superb plates. About two-thirds of the book is devoted to background information 
on the Viriginia pieces, the other third being used to describe, in detail, the separate 
varieties. Like all of Newman's work, thoroughly researched, well-written and 
presented. The standard reference on the series, highly recommended. Copies, 
when found, sell for around $25-30. 

Newman, Eric P., The Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling, The American 
numismatic Society, 1959, originally published as Numismatic Notes and Mono- 
graphs, #142, 71 pages, 9 superb plates. This work ranks as one of the best 
Numismatic detective stories of all time. Newman dilligently uncovers the back- 
ground of the Good Samaritan Shilling and the various copies, all of which created 
a sensation in nineteenth century numismatics. His arguments are sound, and the 
final conclusion logical. Like any good mystery, you'll have to read it carefully to 
see "Whodunnit." Also describes and depicts several varieties of counterfeit and 
fabricated Massachusetts silver, and a few previously unlisted genuine varieties. 
highly recommended for its importance, entertainment value and as a first-rate 
example of how numismatic research ought to be done! Copies are a bit difficult to 
find, generally commanding around $35-40. 

Noe, Sydney P., The New England and Willow Tree Coinage of Massachusetts, 
The American Numismatic Society, 1943, originally published as Numismatic 
Notes and Monographs, #102, 55 pages, 16 excellent gravure plates. The standard 
reference on the series, it goes into background detail and presents descriptions and 
plates of all known varieties. Quite scarce, perhaps the hardest to find of the 
Massachusetts silver trilogy, copies sell for around $40. 

Noe Sydney P., The Oak Tree Coinage of Massachusetts, The American Numis- 
matic Society, New York, NY, 1947, 23 pages, ten gravure plates, originally 
published as Numismatic Notes and Monographs #110. The second volume of the 
trilogy, it again presents background data and die descriptions and illustrations. An 
invaluable tool. Copies usually sell for $30 or so. 

Noe, Sydney P., The Pine Tree Coinage of Massachusetts, The American 
Numismatic Society, 1952 originally published as Numismatic Notes and Mono- 
graphs, #125, 48 pages 11 gravure plates. The final component of the trilogy, it goes 
into great detail, giving background information, notes on hoards, fabrications and 
witch pieces, presents a chronological sequence, and describes and plates all 
varieties. Copies generally sell for $25-35. 

Noe, Syndney P., The Silver Coinage of Massachusetts, Lawrence, Massachu- 
setts, 1973, 260 pages 51 plates. A collected reprint of the Noe works, this volume 
is probably to be preferred by researchers. An excellent reprint, the all-important 
plates are of a uniformly high quality. Now out of print copies are available at 
around $30. 

Pine Tree Auction Company, Inc., The Early American Coppers Society Conven- 
tion Public Auction Sale, February 15, 1975, 134 pages, 34 full page plates, 
illustrating hundreds of coins The famous EAC "75 catalogue, listed here because 
of its usefulness as a reference book in the field of Connecticut coppers. With superb 
cataloging by Walter Breen, a whole new classification system was evolved. One 
of the modern rarities, copies generally fetch between $60-125. As almost every 
variety of CT copper is plated, this catalogue is well worth the price. The updated 
rarity and condition census data is invaluable for the collector or researcher in 
Connecticut and Vermont coppers, as well as half and large cents, and early copper 
error coinage. 

Prime, W.C., Coins, Medals, and Seals, Ancient and Modern. Illustrated and 
Described. With a Sketch of the History of Coins and Coinage, Instructions for 
Young Collectors, Tables of Comparitive Rarity, Price Lists of English and 
American Coins, Medals and Tokens &c., &c., New York, NY 1861, 294 
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pages,numerous line engravings throughout text. A fascinating bit of background 
reading, the valuations of over a century ago will surely turn some collectors green 
with envy. An important work, and, luckily, available for as little as $40. 

Prucha, Francis Paul, India Peace Medals in American History, Madison, Wis- 
consin, 1971, 186 pages, several halftone illustrations and plates throughout text. 
A well written work that traces the story of the peace medal throughout the history 
of the colonies and the United States, from the first emission, the popular Washing- 
ton series, to those issued after the Civil War for ceremonial purposes. Each medal 
struck by the United States, either offically or unofficially, is described, discussed 
and illustrated. The extensive notes and the bibliography are both useful to the 
researcher. Available for around $20. 

Raymond, Wayte, Standard Catalogue of United States Coins and Currency 
From 1652 to Present Day. New York, NY eighteen editions from 1934 to the late 
1950's. Also published under the titles The Standard Catalogue of United States 
Coins and Tokens from 1652 to Present Day and The Standard Catalogue of United 
States Coins From 1652 to Present Day. The"collector's bible of it's day, occupying 
much the same position as today's "Redbook." Early copies are generally scarce, and 
bring from $30-S0, later copies generally around $20. The final edition, issued in 
1957, is the most useful. Edited by John Ford and completely rewritten by Walter 
Breen, this edition usually brings $30. Interleaved editions, usually seen inter- 
ae graph paper, were prepared in some years, and these usually command 

75-150. 

Raymond Wayte, The United States Copper Coins. An Illustrated Catalogue of 
all the Types and Principal Varieties of the Copper Cents and Half Cents, 1793 to 
1857, To Which has been added a Complete Description of the Copper-Nickel, 
Bronze and Nickel Coins to Date, New York, NY, 1931 21 pages, a few halftone 
illustrations throughout text. Little more than a price guide, but still interesting. 
Scarce, aS is most early Raymond material, copies have consistently sold at 
around $25. 

Raymond, Wayte, The Early Medals of Washington, Wayte Raymond, Inc., New 
York, NY, 1941, 16 pages, 7 halftone plates, a few scattered halftone illustrations. 
Presents a complete overview of medallic memorials to Washington before 1834, 
and includes historical notes. All pieces are cross-referenced to Baker numbers. 
Generally available for around $10. 

Richardson, John M., The Copper Coins of Vermont, reprinted from The Numis- 
matist, 1962, 24 pages, several low-quality halftone illustrations throughout text. 
This work retains the original Ryder numeric designations (now known as Ryder- 
Richardson), for Vermont Copper, but goes into greater depth and detail. Available 
for around $5. 

Rose, Joseph H. and Hazelcorn, Howard, The Comprehensive Catalogue and 
Encyclopedia of United States Coins, second edition, 1976 (the first edition was 
edited by Don Taxay), 363 pages, many halftone illustrations throughout text. A 
fascinating work, giving a more-or-less complete overview of American coinage, 
from colonials through regular issues, patterns and territorial pieces. Introduced a 
"New US Coin Numbering System," which assigned each specific coin a number, 
something similar to stamps. Luckily, this never caught on! More difficult to find 
than the first edition, copies usually sell for around $30. 

Rulau, Russel, Hard Times Tokens. A Complete Revision and Enlargement of 
Lyman H. Low's 1899 Classic Reference, three editions, 1980, 1981 and1987, 
thefirst 64, the second 58, and the latter 76, pages, all with numerous halftone 
illustrations. All editions contain historical information, a descriptive list of 
varieties, photos for most, and prices. The current edition includes a reorganized 
numbering system. The second edition lists several tokens not included in the first. 
The first edition includes a 17-page appendix reprinted from the Garrett sale of 
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March, 1980, with the opening final bids realized for the HTT'S in that sale. All 
editions are readily available, fetching between $3-10. 

Rulau, Russel, Early American Tokens, Krause Publications, Inc., Iola, Wiscon- 
sin, Two editions, 1981 and 1983, the former 36 pages, the latter 64 pages, both with 
numerous halftone illustrations throughout the text. Describes and pictures most 
known merchant tokens issued in the colonies and the fledgling United States of 
America, Covering the period of 1700 to 1832. Some Pricing information, the 
second edition lists many more pieces and is more complete than the first. The first 
edition sells for around $3, the second for around $8. 

Rulau, Russell, U.S. Merchant Tokens, 1845-1860, Krause Publications 1982, 
128 pages, numerous halftone illustrations throughout text. Historical information 
is provided, much of it not available elsewhere. Valuations and photographs (or line 
drawings) of most pieces. Still available from the publisher for under $10. A second 
edition will soon be issued. 

Rulau, Russell, United States Trade Tokens, 1866-1889, Krause Publications, 
1983, 224 pages, numerous halftone illustrations. Although past the period of 
"early" copper, much of the information presented is still relevant. Copies are 
available for around $10. 

Ryder, Hillyer, The Colonial Coins of Vermont, originally appearing in the 1919 
issue of the American Journal of Numismatics, it was reprinted by the A.N.S. in 
1920. Lists some 31 varieties, of which 12 are plated. A very rare work, I have not 
seen a copy recently enough to estimate its value. In 1981 reprint was issued by 
Sanford J. Durst, New York, NY which also included the virtually unobtainable 
monograph "The Vermont Coinage," by the Rev. Edmund, F. Slafter (of which only 
fifty copies were printed, and the section of the EAC '75 catalogue that dealt with 
Vermont coppers. All of the photographs are of low quality. The reprint is available 
for around $10. 

Ryder, Hillyer, The Copper Coins of Massachusetts, originally published by the 
American Numismatic Society as part of the 1919 issue of American Journal of 
Numismatics, reprinted in 1920, 8 pages, 1 plate. No historical information, the 
eight pages being taken up with tables and descriptions of varieties. Originals, as 
in the above citation, are quite rare. A low-quality reprint was issued in 1981 by 
Sanford J. Durst New York, NY, and is available for around $5. 

Satterlee, Alfred H., An Arrangement of Medals and Tokens Struck in the Honor 
of the Presidents of the United States and of the Presidential Candidates from the 
Adminstration of John Adams to that of Abraham Lincoln, Inclusive, "New York, 
NY, 1862. A privately printed 84-page booklet that describes the tokens and medals 
of the presidents and candidates in the collection of Robert Hewitt, Jr. No 
engravings or plates are included, and the descriptions are sometimes a bit vague. 
Originals are very hard to find and have brought anywhere from $75 to $200. A 
reprint was issued in 1962 by Leonard L. Babin which is also difficult to locate, but 
much more reasonably priced, generally around $15. 

Schwarz, Ted, A History of United States Coinage, San Diego, California, 1980, 
404 pages, many halftone illustrations scattered throughout the text. A general 
reference book, it deals with almost all aspects of United States coinage, although 
not in any great detail. Some obscure information is provided. Makes good 
background reading. Generally available for under $20. 

Scott, Kenneth, Counterfeiting in Colonial America, New York, NY, 1957, 283 
pages. A well-researched book, drawing upon previously unpublished court 
records, newspaper accounts, correspondence, official papers and diaries. Eight 
plates are provided. Fairly hard to find, copies generally go for $25-35. 

Sheldon, William H., Early American Cents, 1793-1814. An Excercise in 
Descriptive Classification., With Tables of Rarity and Value, Harper & Brothers, 
New York, NY, 1949, 339 pages, 51 photogravure plates. In writing the book, Dr. 
Sheldon was assisted by Homer K. Downing, the other collaborator listed, "M.H. 
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Sheldon, " was actually his typewriter! Until the publication of "PennyWhimsy" 
(see following ) nine years later the standard reference work, and one that was 
responsible for bringing a lot of serious collectors into what was previously a very 
disorganized hobby. Original copies can be had for around $60-100. For a short 
time, sets of plates were given away by EAC, and these, when encountered, usually 
sell for around $30. 

Sheldon, William H., with the collaboration of Paschal, Dorothy I. and Breen, 
Walter H, Penny Whimsy. A Revision of Early American Cents. 1793-1814. An 
Excercise in descriptive Classification With Tables of Rarity and Value, Harper & 
Brothers, New York, NY, 1958, 340 pages. 51 halftone plates. Perhaps the best 
known title on this list, this magnificent work needs no introduction to EAC’ers. 
Indeed it is hard to imagine a collector of early copper not possessing a copy! 
Although work is progressing on a new reference for the series of early large cents, 
the charm, readability and the tremendous amount of information presented in this 
work will insure it a place in numismatic:history. The plates in this edition are not 
as sharp as those in "Early American Cents," one good reason that many researchers 
and EAC'ers own copies of both works. Originals are not very scarce, but demand 
has pushed the price up to around $50-60. Penny Whimsy was first reprinted in 1965 
as part of John J. Ford's Jr.'s Numisco" series. It was issued by Krause Publishing 
Company and distributed by the Anderson News Company of Florence, Alabama. 
Because with the exception of the title page, it differs but little from the original, 
it is often mistaken for the 1958 edition has realized $40 at auction A second reprint 
was issued in 1976 by Quarterman Publications, Inc., Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
The reprint corrects a few errors in the original, both typographical and factual, and 
the plates were reproduced from photographs so the quality is high. The reprint 
also quite popular, sells for around $25. 

Slafter, Rev. Edmund, The Vermont Coinage"1870 30 pages, 2 plates of line 
engravings. A very rare work, only 50 copies were reprinted from the first volume 
of the collections of the Vermont Historical Society. Eight varieties are listea 
(compared to the 41 known today), although there is much more historical informa- 
tion than found in the Ryder monograph. Missing from most libraries, the only copy 
I've ever seen had sold for well over $500. 

Smith, Andrew Madsen, Coins and Coinage. The United States Mint, Philadel- 
phia; History, Biography, Statistics, Work, Machinery, Products, Officials, Phila- 
delphia, PA, circa 1883, 120 pages, extensive line engravings and woodcut illustra- 
tions throughout text, frontispiece of A. Louden Snowden. Excellent background 
reading. A deluxe edition was issued on thick paper and these go for around $125, 
the regular edition going for about $30. In 1884 a second edition was prepared, 105 
pages, and a frontispiece of Daniel M. Fox, then Superintendent of the Mint. These 
go for around $30. 

Smith, Andrew Madsen, Visitor’s Guide and History of the United States Mint, 
Philadelphia, PA, 1885, 175 pages, extensive illustrations throughout text. A well 
written and very scarce work, copies go for $50 and up. 

Snowden, James Ross, A Description of Ancient and Modern Coins in the Cabinet 
Collection at the Mint of the United States, Philadelphia, PA 1860, 412 pages. 27 
full pages plates, printed in metallic tints. Excellent background reading, the plates 
are quite nice. Fairly scarce, copies sell for $100-150. 

Snowden, James Ross, A Description of the Medals of Washington; of National 
and Miscellaneous Medals; and of Other Objects of Interest in the Museum of the 
Mint. Illustrated by Seventy-Nine Fac-Simile Engravings. To which are added Bio- 
graphical Notices of the Directors of the Mint from 1792 to the Year 1851, 
Philadelphia, 1861. 203 pages, 21 full page engraved plates. A must for the collector 
of Washingtonia, as it lists pieces not included in the Baker work. Hard to find in 
decent condition, nice copies for around $150. 
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Steigerwalt, Charles, I/lustrated History of the United States and Colonial Coins, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1884. Illustrated with line engravings. A fairly scarce 
work, makes good background reading. In a recent auction appearance it realized 
a price of around $150. 

Stewart, Frank H., History of the First United States Mint, Its People and Its 
Operations, privately printed, 1924, 209 pages, illustrations throughout. Many of 
the illustrations are of the demolition of the first U.S. Mint. Very scarce, many 
copies were, apparently, destroyed by fire. This work has sold in the $50-100 range. 

Taxay, Don, Counterfeit, Mis-Struck and Unofficial U.S. Coins, ARCO Publish- 
ing, New York, NY 1963, 221 pages, 132 halftone illustrations throughout the text. 
A great piece of literature, giving details on minting techniques, counterfeiting, 
alterations, famous forgeries, and a section on mint errors. Not very difficult to 
locate, copies can be had for around $5. In 1976 an edition was issued in softcover, 
none of the text was changed. The softcovered edition seems a bit tougher to find 
than the original, but it too, is available for around $5. 

Taxay, Don, The U.S. Mint and Coinage. An Illustrated History From 1776 to 
the Present, ARCO Publishing. NY, 1966, 400 pages, halftone illustrations 
throughout the text. One of the best all-around works on numismatics written 
in the last quarter century. Gives a wealth of information about the establishment 
of the first Mint, the second Philadelphia Mint and the present Mint. A foreword by 
Gilroy Roberts, then chief engraver of the United States Mint, is included. A must 
for every numismatist. Copies are quite scarce, and have consistently sold at the $30 
level. A reprint was issued by Sanford J. Durst in 1984, and these are still available 
for around $25. 

Taxay, Don, Scott's Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of U.S. Coins, 
Scott Publishing Co., New York, NY 1970 (1971 edition), 397 pages, extensive 
halftone illustrations throughout the text. An excellent work, describing and 
illustrating colonials, regular U.S. issues, essay or pattern pieces, cabinet coins 
(proofs), branch mint proofs, off-metal impressions, fantasy coins, replicas, and 
private gold coinage. Although the rarity and pricing information is obsolete, the 
work presents a wealth of information, some of which is not to be found elsewhere. 
Copies sell for under $15. 

Thompson, Walter, How United States Coins Are Made, reprinted from the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, 1962, 48 pages, several halftone photographs 
throughout the text. Gives a short history of the early mints and a fairly thorough 
re of present engraving and striking methods. Readily available, usually at under 

ay 

Token and Medal Society, Selected Articles on the Subject of American Tokens, 
Reprinted from The Numismatist 1904-1983, Alfred D. Hoch, editor, 1969, 228 
pages several halftone illustrations. Some 98 articles are reprinted, all on tokens and 
medals, from colonial times to the early twentieth century. Dr. Benjamin Wright's 
articles on "American Store or Business Cards," and Robert P. King's works on 
"Lincoln in Numismatics," were both reprinted seperately, and are not included in 
this volume. A good reference work. Copies are hard to find, but ususally sell at 
around $25-30. 

Venn, Theodore J., United States Half Cents, Chicago, Illinois, 1915. Originally 
a single monograph, later published with three other monographs (large cents, two 
cents pieces and three dollar gold pieces) in book form. Of little value, other than 
historical. No plates or variety descriptions. The historical information is often 
inaccurate. Only 100 or so copies were printed, and, although quite rare, the work 
is in little demand. With a good deal of searching, a copy should be found in the 
$100-150 range. 

Viack, Robert A., A Catalog of Early American Coins, Ovolon Publishing, 
Anaheim, California, first edition, 1963, 17 pages. Little more than a compilation 
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of values, with no historical information or plates. Extremely scarce, only a limited 
number, perhaps as few as 75, survived a warehouse fire. These have generally 
fetched $75-100 and up. The second edition, 1965, 120 pages and with several 
halftone illustrations, is much more useful, with historical and background informa- 
tion, some rarity data and plates of some very choice coins. Although some of the 
information and all the valuations are now obsolete, it does make good background 
reading. It's scarcity is reflected in the $30-35 price tag. 

Watson, David K., History of American Coinage, New York, NY, 1899, 278 
pages, no illustrations. Mainly dealing with legislative areas, it does make good 
background reading. Fairly scarce, copies have sold at around $75. A scond edition, 
also issued in 1899, with the comment Revised and Enlarged added to the title, 
presents much of the same information, and is available for around $50. 

Wild, William J., Six Over Twelve, Brooklyn, NY, 1966, pages, two photographic 
prints mounted at rear of text. The text itself is a photocopy of the original 
typewritten manuscript. This work traces the known specimens of Oak sixpences 
Struck over cut down Oak Tree Shillings. Very scarce, copies sell for $25-30. 

Wright, Benjamin P., The Mark Penny Masonic Pieces, Olympic Press, Salina, 
Kansas, 1963, 89 pages, a few line drawings and halftone illustrations. A compi- 
lation of articles written by Dr. Wright, appearing in The Numismatist in the late 
nineteenth and early Twentieth centuries. Lists several hundred masonic pieces. 
Copies are hard to find, but sell for around $10-15. 

Wright Benjamin P., The American Store or Business Cards, Tokens and Medal 
Society, 1963, 184 pages, extensive line drawing throughout the text. A compilation 
of articles published in The Numismatist from 1898-1901. Tokens are arranged 
alphabetically, which does help to simplify attribution. Not reprinted in book form 
for over half a century, perhaps the only reason for the works obscurity. Copies sell 
for around $15. In 1972 Quarterman Publications issued a reprint, with additions, 
entitled American Business tokens, which was 225 pages. This high quality work 
is also available for around $15. 

Wroth, Lawrence C., Abel Buell of Connecticut. Silversmith, Type Founder & 
Engraver, Acom Club, Connecticut, 1926, 86 pages, a few illustrations. Buell, who 
worked extensively in colonial times, was responsible for most of the advances 
made in minting technology in this country. A great piece of background reading. 
Only 102 copies were printed of the 1926 edition, and these usually sell for around 
$150-200. In 1958 a reprint, 102 pages and 9 plates was issued, and these sell for 
around $30. 

Wurtzbach, Carl, (Complete Set of Massachusetts Colonial Silver Money), Lee, 
Massachusetts, 1937, 8 pages, 4 double-page photographic plates, depicting both 
obverse and reverse of 83 coins. Depicts some of the loveliest Massachusetts silver, 
including many pieces that are in uncirculated condition. Wurtzbach's collection 
was formed from the purchase of the collection of Charles E. Clapp and pieces from 
the collection of Virgil Brand (some of which Wurtzbach had sold him 20 years 
earlier)! A very scarce work, copies sell for around $600. 

Yeoman, Richard S., A Guide Book of United States Coins. Fully illustrated. 
Catalog and Price List--1616 to Date. Racine, Wisconsin, various editions, 1947 
to date, all with halftone illustrations throughout the text. What better way to end 
this listing than the first book purchased by most collectors? The celebrated 
"Redbook" has probably drawn more collectors into the field than anything since B. 
Max Mehl's promotion of the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel! Although collectors still 
complain about its outdated prices, incomplete information and omissions, the work 
is still as close to a one-volume, pocket-sized reference library available. Prices 
range from a few bucks to over $300 (the latter price for the first edition). A Mint 
copy of the first edition has sold for $2500. The third, fourth and fifth editons seem 
to be the hardest to find in the nice condition, although the supply is still more than 
large enough to meet the demand. 


Reprinted with permision of Penny Wise 
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In Memoriam 
KENNETH EASON MAPLES 


It is with a deep sense of personal loss that I must announce the passing of Kenneth 
Eason Maples, one of the Society's most ardent supporters. A long-time numisma- 
tist, Kenneth joined the N.B.S. in 1982 as member no. 216. 

Knowing Kenneth initially as a valued customer, I soon discovered in this soft- 
spoken Texan a true friend and ally who shared my enthusiasm for the romance and 
history of our hobby. Simple telephone calls placed for the purpose of ordering a 
numismatic work often turned into hours of enjoyable conversation. Kenneth was 
not one to hesitate when it came to seeking advice or information regarding his 
collecting interests. He was inquisitive and anxious to gain as much knowledge as 
he could concerning a wide-ranging number of subjects. At the same time, he 
possessed an astounding reservoir of familiarity with a great many topics. On more 
than one occasion I contacted Kenneth seeking enlightenment on a subject in which 
I was interested. 

Kenneth's tastes ranged from the scarce and rare classics to the commonest of 
modem works. His coin collecting interests were also far reaching; he specialized 
in general U.S. issues, but frequently studied the coinages of ancient Greece and 
Rome. At the same time, all of his purchases - whether coins or literature - were 
made with an eye toward quality. He was not merely content with the completion 
of a given series; the material had to be first-rate. Of the many hundreds of customers 
I have served over the years, none was more discriminating than Kenneth. Occa- 
sionally he would purchase a piece for his growing library, admonishing me that the 
item was simply a temporary shelf filler until a finer example could be obtained. To 
this end, he succeeded admirably. 

Upon learning that his illness was terminal, Kenneth phoned me - not to complain 
about the unfairness of life; but rather to discuss the completion of several unfinished 
projects. That he was more concerned with accomplishing his goals than the fact that 
he had only a few months left on this earth tells you something about the man. Sadly, 
he did not fulfill all of the goals, for his condition deteriorated rapidly, but he never 
gave up the pursuit. I received my last order form Kenneth less than two weeks 
before he was taken from us. 

All of us in the hobby have lost a friend, and those of us who were fortunate to have 
known him will miss him greatly. He was 51 years old. 

Cal Wilson 
Fremont, California 


¢$¢¢ 
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The Plough, Not The Trowel Hugh Cooper 


Chicago, Illinois 

Casey, P.J. Understanding Ancient Coins: An Introduction for Archaeologists 
and Historians. 1986. 176p, intro, illus, maps, ref, notes, biblio, indes, 

5 3/8X8 3/8: $22.50 University Oklahoma Press. 

This book is like an overheard conversation, in which at least the principle speaker 
is aware that you are listening. So, P.J. Casey tries to make his argument gristful to 
NBS types too. He says in his last paragraph, "Inevitably the suggestion will be 
made that the numismatic detail (of the site find) should be consigned to archive and 
that only an abstract of evidence be published or that the full report should be 
presented on microfiche. Both suggestions should be resisted. Microfiche is a 
typical invention of abstract rationalisation which takes not the slightest notice of 
the convenience of the user nor the improbability of the average reader having access 
to a reader, even if the wretched plastic sheets, on which scores of pages of text have 
been reduced microscopically, have survived intact in the volume. Whilst not 
advocating a return to the illuminated manuscript, a little bit of stubborn conserva- 
tism may be looked upon gratefully by future generations." 

But besides this noble sentiment, Casey seemingly is new to numismatics; he is 
excited about it, and wants to impart this to his fellow archaeologists and historians. 
In the Early American Coppers club, this is called "copper fever". As it turns out, 
most of the coins in site finds are low denomination pieces, though certainly not all 
copper and bronze. Casey has "coin fever", and he communicates this well, even 
though he is Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at the University of Durham, in the 
north of England. 

His discussion of hoards is excellent, but as he is British, he does not launch into 
it with exuberance. He says, "Coin hoards are inextricably mixed up with the idea 
of buried treasure and everybody gets excited about that subject." Not yet, but he 
goes on, "For practical purposes the minimum size for a hoard is just two coins and 
the qualifying factor which creates a hoard is that the coins should have been brought 
together in a deliberate manner." And, "The earliest hoard...is as old as the invention 
of coinage itself and the latest is being accumulated at this very moment." then he 
lavishes 17 pages upon coin hoards, and he does it better than I have seen it done 
before. 

Especially entertaining and instructive is Casey's discussion of the hoard which 
Samuel Pepys buried in 1667 in fear of a Dutch invasion. The blundered recovery 
of that money, except 20, which he could not find, though he knew where it was, 
is unworthy even of any number of Stooges. 

‘But this book is not merely hilarity. For example, Casey examines the headaching 
Lyon Formula for calculating the number of dies used in an observed coinage. 
Luckily he knows that the eavesdropper doesn't give a damn about the math, so he 
gives us this titillating intelligence: "The coinage of Mark Antony struck shortly 
before the Battle of Actium in 31 BC, which brought Octavian to power and initiated 
the imperial era of Roman history, was struck from 864 obverse dies in the name of 
23 legions." It looks as if the army received its regular pay just before the final 
action, though it did not build their morale enough to thrash Octavian. 

P.J. Casey talks mostly about what can be learned from coins, and not so much 
what they look like. "I have deliberately ignored the problem of coin identification, 
This can be learned, by hard work, from a pile of coins or from study in a coin 
collection, but not from the pages of a book." This is an opinion to which I heartily 
subscribe. 
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In keeping with his idea, the photos in the book, though not in color, are used 
imaginatively to show what can be learned and what can be misleading about 
"found" coins, even in context. He shows similar coins of Alexander The Great 
struck during his lifetime, and 200 years later. There is a Paduan sestertius of Nero 
manufactured circa 1510. There is a Maria Thersa thaler struck in 1980. For the 
further astonishment of his archaeological colleagues he shows an astoninianus of 
Constantius II which was part of a hoard found in Scotland, and brought back from 
a Crusade as a souvenir. Even at the time of Edward I, the tourists were being bilked 
by the locals in the Middle East. 

"What," you will ask, "does a Plough and a Trowel have to do with ail this?" It 
was P.J. Casey's idea, not mine. He declares, "The plough, not the archaeologist's 
trowel, has been the most important agent in the disinterring hoards. It follows from 
this that recorded hoards are nearly all located in zones of arable agriculture and that 
hoards are very rarely recorded from areas in which pastoral farming is practiced. 
Do we then have a record of hoard activity or a record of modern crop production?" 
He goes on to say that the use of metal detectors in upland areas reveals the existence 
of hoards where they were not previously expected. The amateurs who have made 
these finds not only despoil the sites, but they distort their findings to avoid 
prosecution or the claims of the landowners. "The paths of scholarship and of profit 
diverge very rapidly indeed when the scent of buried treasure is in the air." 

To repeat, "...a little bit of conservatism may be looked upon gratefully by future 
generations." 

At least in The Asylum. 


THE LAST WORD 


What is the second hobby of numismatists in America? Why, bashing the ANA, 
of course. We must confess that it is a past time for which we have little relish. The 
poor sods in Colorado Springs are convenient scapegoats for everything that has 
soured numismatically over the past three decades, from base metal coinage to 
boiler room operations, things over which they have little or no influence. Every 
collector who is frustrated that numismatics today more closely resembles a 
commodities market for hog bellies than an educational and enjoyable pastime feels 
an overwhelming urge to lash out at the ANA. That is truly a shame, for our 
experience with the ANA suggests that it is comprised of good people doing their 
level best to serve the interests of collectors, -- and taking a lot of static for 
developments that they cannot influence, much less control. 

A goodly number of such cheap shots have been directed over the years at The 
Numismatist and editor N. Neil Harris. We know from personal experience just how 
difficult it is to publish a journal on a regular schedule, and to keep the quality up 
at the same time. It seems to us that Harris has done a remarkable job of attatching 
a mix of scholarly and popular articles, of retaining a group of superb columnists, 
and of maintaining this level of excellence during a time of declining revenues. Best 
of all, The Numismatist has resisted all pressure to descend to the level of an 
investment newsletter rag, retaining its focus on education and the less traveled 
byways of numismatics. 

All that having been said, we will now put forth what we consider to be a legitimate 
and constructive criticism. We had been looking forward to receiving vol. 101, no. 
1 of The Numismatist -- the January, 1988 number -- because it would be the 100th 
anniversary issue and the first number printed in the journal's new format. The 
format did not disappoint. Its larger dimensions allowed for more white space and 
a cleaner look. It is aesthetically pleasing and eminently readable. 
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The content, however, was another matter, We were expecting a retrospective 
issue, including the history of The Numismatist itself. After all, not many journals 
in this nation can claim to have published continuously for 100 years. No features 
on this subject. No columns. The only mention at all came in a column without a 
byline, entitled "Join Us In Celebrating Our 100th Year!" This piece contained a 
mere three paragraphs, barely a third of a page, on the history of The Numismatist. 

Pehaps it is because we are chauvinistic about history and the state of Michigan, 
but we find such treatment of Dr. George Heath, the man who founded, edited, wrote 
for, and hand-printed The Numismatist from 1888 until 1908, a span of nearly 20 
years, to be rather shabby. No photograph, no article, no direct expression of thanks. 
The writer even misidentified the title of the first number, which was actually The 
American Numismatist. Short shrift was also given to W.W.C. Wilson of Montreal, 
who in 1911 provided the funds to buy The Numismatist from Farran Zerbe and 
presented it to the ANA. He is mentioned, but not thanked. 

Your editor refrained from comment at first, hoping that subsequent issues would 
do something to honor the memory of giants of the ANA's history such as Dr. Heath. 
Since that time, Dr. Heath has been mentioned twice in the back page ads of Krause 
Publications (and was pictured in the ad in the May issue). NBS member Cave 
Bowers wrote a column on a speech Heath had made back in 1894 at that year's ANA 
convention. That, through May anyway, is it. 

Surely The Numismaiist’s founder and his contemporaries deserve more attention 
during the centennial year than this. Vol. 1 No. 1 -- The American Numismatist - was 
dated September - October, 1888. Let us hope that our friends in Colorado Springs 
plan to do something truly adequate to preserve the history of messrs. Heath, Zerbe 
and Wilson, et. al. in the issues for those months. It would be well to launch the 
second century of The Numismatist in the same spirit that Dr. Heath launched the 
first: "And so without further ado we launch our frail bark on the journalistic seas 
and with clear skies and a flairing sail, go out on our mission". 


WE ARE ALWAYS KEENLY INTERESTED IN BUYING IMPORTANT ANTIQUARIAN AND 
OUT-OF-PRINT NUMISMATIC BOOKS AND LIBRARIES IN ALL LANGUAGES. 


BOUGHT 


FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
NUMISMATIC ARTS OF SANTA FE 
P.0.BOX 9712 SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 
505-982-8792 


We will be pleased to visit you anywhere in North America to purchase an important collection. 
We offer top cash prices or we can arrange their auction or sale by consignment. 

We handle all packing and shipping for you. 

We offer expert cataloging services, appraisals, and fine craft bookbinding, book repair and 
preservation services. 

Viewings by appointment only. 
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A collection of books is "the true 
university of these days". 


Thomas Carlyle 
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NBS News & Notes 


Minutes of Board Meeting of 22 July 1988, in Cincinnati, O. 
President Champa called the meeting to order at 12:55. Officers and 
board members present: Remy Bourne, John Bergman, Charles Davis, 
Carling Gresham, George Kolbe and Cal Wilson. Guests were Mark 
Auerbach, Avis Bourne, Ken Lowe and Myron Xenos. 

The first order of business concerned the financial status of the 
Society. The treasurer reported our funds were virtually depleted due to 


- unexpected publication costs of The Asylum for the first two issues of 


1988, which were nearly $2800. 

In discussions four possible sources of additional funds were 
proposed: 1) Seek donations from the membership. 2) Seek additional 
advertisers. 3) Ask for book donations to be used in a mail bid sale. 4) 
Raise annual dues. 

The first three suggestions received support, however, the Board was 
unanimous in rejecting a dues increase. President Champa volunteered 
to contact numismatic firms to request their advertising support. 

The subject of requesting the ANA to establish a literature exhibit 
category was discussed. Wilson volunteered to pursue the matter with 
ANA officials. 

Bergman reported he had consulted an attorney regarding establish- 
ment of an NBS Code of Ethics. It was moved the NBS adopt a code 
using the ANA code as a guide; motion passed. Wilson will prepare said 
code for publication in The Asylum. 

The president reported Joel Orosz had resigned as editor of The 
Asylum. Gresham moved the appointment of David Block, Gainesville, FL 
as new editor; motion passed. 

Gresham offered to typeset/layout 32-pp editions of The Asylum for 
$200/issue; he also offered services of a firm willing to print four 
hundred (400) copies on acid-free paper, and fold/stitch each edition for 
$450. Wilson moved acceptance of both offers; passed. 

Wilson moved the editor be directed to submit The Asylum in next 
year’s Numismatic Literary Guild annual writing competition. Motion 

assed. 
E Gresham moved to suspend member Jeff Rock for a period of three 
(3) years, subject to review at the annual meeting of the Board of 
Directors. Motion passed. 

A resolution was adopted expressing gratitude to Robert Wester for 
the contribution of $100 to the NBS treasury in memory ,of Sylvester 
Sage Crosby. ! 

Meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. # 


A Brief Look at the General Membership Meeting, Cincinnati, O. 
President Champa called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.; 67 members 
and guests were present. After hearing the treasurer’s report, Denis 
Loring took the floor and auctioned a donated bookbinder’s storecard 
for $230, which was won by President Champa; Loring then produced 
a plastic bag (‘the hat"), which was passed through the audience and 
returned with $1607 for the NBS treasury! 

The annual Armand Champa NBS Writer’s Award (two, this year), 
was presented to John J. Ford, and to John Adams (in absentia). 

Guest speakers for the meeting were Nancy Green, ANA librarian; 
Martin Gengerke, author and cataloger; and Eric Newman, author and 
lecturer. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. # 
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Board Actions Subsequent to Cincinnati Meeting, by Mail: 
In a letter dated 1 August 1988 to the NBS president, officers and board 
members, Gresham moved the following: 

1: Effective with the first issue of The Asylum in 1989 the advertising 
rates will be as follows: Full page., $60; Half page, $35; Quarter page, 
$20; Eighth page (4X only), $40; Centergate (2pp, 1X), $100; Centergate 
(2pp, 4X), $300; IFC, page 1, IBC, $65; Halftones, each/gang, $7.50. 
Motion passed. 

2: That the printer be authorized to stamp, label, stuff, seal and mail 
The Asylum for a fee of fifteen (15) cents per copy (adding ca. $30/issue 
to costs). Motion passed. 

3: That Gresham be delegated to investigate alternative classes of 
mailing pes for The Asylum, and that he report same to the board 
within sixty (60) days for possible board action. Motion passed. 

4: That, effective 1989, ALL individual gratia/free memberships be 
revoked; that, if approved, the NBS Secretary is directed to notify in 
writing before 1 January 1989 those individuals affected. (This does not 
include complimentary copies to the ANA, ANS, Numismatic News, Coin 
World, etc., or other numismatic organizations). Motion failed. # 


From the Editor 
Who’s in charge here? Well, as you know, there are three prerequisites 
for joining the Numismatic Bibliomania Society: 

1. Love of numismatics. 

2. Love of books. 

3. Insanity. 
In their wisdom the members of the board decided that one of the 
second cru charter members, I, was sufficiently qualified under the third 
prerequisite to accept the editorship of The Asylum. It’s a lie that I 
volunteered for the job; I’m not that crazy. It was put to me that Dr. 
Orosz had regained his senses sufficiently to realize that it was time for 
someone to take the load off his shoulders, that I was the only sucker 
available. With your help I may be able to pull it off. Send me letters 
and articles; find new members for the NBS; put up with my crotchets.# 


To the Editor 


"You fool!" G. F. Kolbe 
"What was it Barnum said?" A. Champa 
"Now we're even, buddy." C. Gresham 
"Laus Deo." J. Orosz | # 


Getable Book 
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Odditorium sign, east side. See page 71. 
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The Life and Times of J. Francis Ruggles 


by Tom Nicely 
(Reprinted from The American Magazine and Historical Chronicle) 
Copyright 1987 by the Wm. L. Clements Library. 


OLLOW Route 12, the old two-lane Detroit-Chicago Pike, westward 

as it rolls gently through rural southern Michigan. From Ypsilanti and 
‘Clinton the road traverses the Irish Hills area, with its small-scale tourist 
attractions (Prehistoric Forest! Giant Jungle Rapids Waterslide! Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Presidential Railroad Car!), and the small towns of Somerset 
Center, Moscow, Jonesville, Allen, Quincy. More than half-way across the 
state and angling closer to the Indiana border, the road passes through 
the Branch County seat of Coldwater. And finally, twelve miles further, 
it brings us to the tiny village of Bronson. 

Michigan’s most remarkable bookseller was born in this village on 
April 22, 1848. His name was J. Francis Ruggles, and for some forty 
years, from about 1871 until his death in 1911, he amazed neighbors 
and far-flung customers alike with his erudition, showmanship, and 
genial eccentricity. He built a strange and wonderful edifice, which he 
usually called The Odditorium, in the village center; sold in-print and 
out-of-print books and exhibited his collection of curios; travelled to the 
west and south in search of customers and artifacts; wrote for local 
newspapers and several national free-thought journals; used inventive 
word-combinations, dialectal spellings, and recondite terms to explain 
and promote his activities; and compiled three thick scrapbooks which 
contain a printed record of his business, his village, and his enthusi- 
asms.() 

This "famous rustling, hustling Bibliopoloexperto, professional Book 
Hunter, Curio Fancier, Antiquarian Librarian and Bibliomaniac Extraordi- 
nary” was the only child of James Ruggles and his third wife, Eliza Salona 
Pixley.” James, who was again widowed when his son was an infant, 
had settled in Bronson in 1837, and for some years he operated his large 
house to the west of the village center as an inn or public house J. 
Francis dubs it a caravansary), called the American Exchange Hotel. 

James later married again, and the Ruggles household came to 
include four surviving younger half-brothers as well as his step-mother, 
Aurelia Parish Ruggles. It was here, at 22 Chicago Street, that Ruggles 
presumably lived while receiving a common school education, although 
in his later teens he spent two months at the Chicago branch of the 
Eastman Business College. In this same house the budding bibliopole set 
up shop in six second-floor rooms while still in his early twenties. 

The best source for these early years is a series of bibliopological 
reminiscences that Ruggles wrote years later, in 1894, for the Bronson 
Journal. "In 1871," he recounts, "while clerking for C. & H. Powers, I 
ordered from London, Eng., for my Own reading, some philosophical 
works and then, hungering for more but lacking the necessary funds for 
their procurement, concluded to advertise for sale, in a Boston paper, 
these and some other crumbs from my literary table."©) The advertise- 
ment produced duplicate orders, and soon Ruggles was circulating a 
manuscript list and then produced a broadside catalogue. The issuing 
of the catalogue, or "Circularissingularis" as Ruggles, with his character- 
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istic love of word play, named it, quickly became a yearly (usually fall or 
late summer) event.@) Featured in the publication were an annual mes- 
sage from the proprietor, lists of new and out-of-print or rare books for 
sale, testimonials from satisfied customers, a books wanted to purchase 
section, and a melange of quotations, notices, and poetry, all embellished 
with a fanciful variety of printer’s ornaments, display types, and curious 
cuts. 

In addition to issuing the early catalogues, which probably relied on 
mail order responses, Ruggles in 1874 "turned his back forever... on all 
salaried positions" by adding the job of canvasser to his repertoire. At 
twenty-six he took to the road—a periodic occurence in later years—sell- 
ing newspaper subscriptions and framed chromolithographs entitled 
"Cute" and "Sunbeam" from publishers of The Fireside Friend; a subscrip- 
tion book, T.S. Arthur’s Woman to the Rescue; and related sundries such 
as rubber erasers and glass ink stands. He also represented an area 
bookbinder and a job printer. It is recorded that he subsequently sold 
about 200 "Illustrated Weekly" chromos and many frames in an efficient 
canvas of Ann Arbor, but within a few years Ruggles had resolved to 
handle only books, which he would sell "on the road, through the mails, 
and in my own store." What kind of store was it, on the second floor of 
the old Ruggles house? A nice description is provided in The Book Fiend 
(Minneapolis, ed. Leroy Clark) for January, 1888, in an article titled 
"Romance of Bibliopolism. A Peep Into ’ye’ Bibliopole’s Sanctum... Up a 
flight of rickety stairs, through a narrow, winding, dingy hallway 
barricaded with book-stock... we are ushered into what might at first 
presentation be taken for a wizard’s den, cavern of curiosities, or 
reclusive retreat of some studious hermit... occupying altogether six cosy 
little rooms." This narrative is amplified in an earlier article "From the 
Bronson Index" which describes a stroll "into the extensive book mailing 
establishment, old curiosity shop and philosophical sanctum of J. Francis 
Ruggles, Great World-Renowned, International Bibliopole." After noting 
the stuffed animals and walls covered with paintings, engravings, and 
mottoes, the writer continues, "The collection of books is a rare one... 
In Americana Poor Richard’s Almanac puts in an appearance... "Ulster 
County Gazette,’ 1800... Also some of the early anti-slavery papers... 
Among the archives we find hundreds of autograph letters... Now come 
curiosities in archaeology, geology, minerology, conchology... flint 
arrowheads... postage stamp albums... old play bills... Confederate 
bonds... rare coins... stereoscopic views... and souvenirs of eccentricity... 
till the curiosity seeker is wearied, and the tired brain cries for rest." 

Ruggles remained in this location for almost twenty years and 
doubtlessly would have remained had not a disastrous event occurred 
while he was canvassing out west. In the early morning hours of 
February 20, 1889, a fire destroyed the Ruggles homestead and with it 
the shop and all its contents. Ruggles grieved, in poetry and in prose. 
But armed with the pluck that he admired, as well as $3000 from the 
insurance company, he determined to phoenixize in a marvelously grand 
manner and within a year had constructed a two-story building that was 
the wonder of the village. Arising just one or two doors west of the main 
four corners, on the south side of Chicago Street, this remarkable 
combined shop and residence is described at some length in Ruggles’ 
18th annual message to his customers: 
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"The front is made of Grand Rapids white brick with panels of 
Philadelphia Peerless pressed red brick, the joints are pencilled in blue, 
and the smiling countenances of two portraits in clay, representing 
probably a pair of some ancient twin brother antiquarians, are seen to 
beam forth. The front doors and windows of both upper and lower story 
are of extra polished plate glass, with selected colors of stained glass for 
transoms. Above the center bay window, in the cap thereof, is a coat of 
arms composed of pens pendant and ink stands militant, inlaid in gold, 


while over each of the side bay windows stands out in bold relief the 


Latin inscription LUX indicating that the physical light, the earth’s source 
of warmth and life, enters the windows to be metamorphosed into 
intellectual illumination... The gable of the cornice had an embossed 
figure of an Open book with the front page blackened as if by fire, the 
newly turned leaf pure white, but from both of which shine forth in 
brilliant radiancy the gilded figures 1889, while underneath appears in 
golden letters the cognomen of the Bibliopoloexperto. — 

"The corner block is of Buckeye sandstone and has this inscription, 
’Curioso Bookery. J. Francis Ruggles,’ which signifies that it is not only 
a place where books are sold but a depository for peculiar bric-a-brac 
and the abiding place of a virtuoso as well. Entering beneath a welcom- 
ing arch we find ourselves in the salesroom, fitted with elegantly carved, 
mahogany veneered and glass doored bookcases stored with tempting 
volumes which are thus kept secure from the ravages of dust and there- 
fore always appear fresh, clean and inviting. Sandwiched between these 
are cabinets of specimens in numismata, philately, currentia, autographia- 
na, etc... thence... we ascend a short flight of stairs and seek entrance to 
the... Sanctum Sanctorum... [and thence] upward a few steps into ’Bach- 
elor’s Hall’ (so lettered in Greek on the glass panel of the door), which 
we find in reality to be a miniature art gallery of statues, portraits, etc. 
Opening a door to the left and we are in the magnificent "Drawing 
Room’ from whence we get a glimpse of the ’Kleiderschauf and ’Lavi- 
torium;’ then up a longer flight to the ’Observatoire,’ [cupola] which is 
a reading room, recuperatorium, and studio all in one. Now slipping out 
at the rear entrance, down stairs, we wend our way into a veritable 
’Cave of the Winds,’ which is the one and only well equipped tornado 
grotto in the state... 

"Various nations and localities have contributed materials for our 
*greatest show on earth,’ and all the departments are sufficiently light, 
airy and spacious, as sunshine and ventilation are among our ’best 
ridden hobbies.’... The business office... is finished with luxurious 
Georgia pine, the packing room in wavy, quarter sawed sycamore, the 
reception parlor in sumptuous black ash, the store proper in sturdy red 
oak, the bath room in southern gum wood, the wardrobe in anti-moth 
red cedar, the single man’s lobby in durable hard maple, the cellar in 
lasting hemlock, the cyclone cavern in Wolverine granite and swamp oak, 
the white-bricked... ’Necessario’ in native water elm, while the towering 
’owl’s nest’ (being intended for taking bird’s eye views), to make the 
sentiment and finish harmonize, is cased up with costly bird’s eye maple, 
decorated with carved heads of the "God of Wisdom’ etc. Other rooms 
are also ornamented with fine wood carvings... while the ceilings are 
painted in all the hues of the rainbow... The apex of the observatory is 
surmounted with a huge ball, upon the surface of which are painted the 
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subdivisions of the earth... This emblem is not intended to signify that 
we desire to possess the whole planet, but simply that we traverse the 
entire globe in the sports of the chase of book hunting and aspire for 
the extension of our territory for customers from pole to pole. Above the 
sphere, streaming in the breeze, is Uncle Sam’s banner, surcharged with 
the characteristic inscription, "Bibliopolotriumpho,’... So you _ see, 
indulgent reader, that everything is artistic, emblematic, and brim full of 
sentiment, from the inception of the building to the last stroke of the 
painter’s brush." 

The Odditorium, sometimes called the Bibliocurioseum or Biblio- 
curioidealorium, or other combinations thereof, held its grand opening 
on November 19, 1889. Thereafter—with additions in decor (fifty styles 
of carpet, over 100 wallpaper patterns, a self-heating bathtub) and 
subtractions in time (visitors were eventually limited to an hour’s free 
tour, but "the private curio collections are reserved... for those who... 
help sustain our institution.")—Ruggles presided over the apogee of his 
dreams and labors. Inside, visitors were most often impressed with his 
magnificent 159-compartment folding desk. Outside, the colorful building 
signs announced to all that this was no ordinary retail establishment. 
One of these signs was reproduced and described in the Bronson Jour- 
nal and is pictured in this article. (See page 70.—ed.) Another Ruggles 
sign was later acquired by the Battle Creek rare book and autograph 
dealer Forest Sweet, according to Clements Library Director Randolph 
Adams in the autumn 1936 Colophon, "to use on his own house, but 
eae eres the builder put it in such a position that the face is buried 
in cement. The most remarkable fixture of the Odditorium, however, 
was the owner himself. What was a visit with him like? There exists one 
delightful extended account, in an 1898 book called Mr. Eagle’s U.S.A: 
as seen in a buggy ride of 1400 miles from Illinois to Boston.) Arriving 
toward evening in Bronson and observing the Odditorium and its signs, 
the author asked the hotel stable attendant who this J. Francis Ruggles 
was: "Darndest cuss you ever see!’ he replied, and stopped short. As this 
information did not seem much more definite than some of the signs I 
had been studying, I pressed for a little further enlightment. "Just git at 
the critter, ’n talk to him. That’s the bes’ way to git the facks o’ his 
case.’ But where does he stay?’ "Well, he gits his meals at the hotel yere, 
’n roosts in thet there coop o’ his’n cross the street. He’s got a cheer 
out’n the hotel bar-room he sets in that no body else aint ’lowed to 
tech. He’s good natured ’nough, ’n ef ye was ter shy ’round there now, 
I reckon ye’d find him.’ 

"I walked around presently to the hotel entrance. Within, sure 
enough, with its back against the clerk’s desk, was the chair. Its top was 
embellished in gold letters, ’J. Francis Ruggles.’ A small, pale, little man, 
dressed in black, came quietly along and sat down in the chair. I backed 
off and pretended to be studying a railroad map, but was really, of 
course, looking over Mr. Ruggles... He wore a brown straw hat having 
a brim, perhaps, an inch wide. He was smooth shaven, with the excep- 
tion of a tiny bunch of carefully nutured chin whiskers. His clothing was 
absolutely spotless, and seemed as if it were worn with constant 
brushing. His black string tie... ends... were brought across each other... 
His boots had split leather tops, and were polished in the economical, 
spit-but-once-in-the-box style. This man’s general demeanor suggested a 
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meek and humble ’follower of the cloth.’ 

"After a while, I walked over to Mr. Ruggles and introduced myself. 
His greeting was cordial, and we were soon engaged in pleasant conver- 
sation. "Some of those signs on your building are rather unusual,’ I 
ventured. 

Yes,’ he said, "I know when I had them put up, I agreed to pay the 
painter so much for the lump job, and he came near striking on me 
when his work was about half done, as he said he didn’t contract to 
paint words that would reach clear down into Indiana...’ On the matter 
of books, to which we finally drifted, I found him possessed of really 
remarkable information, and regarding rare editions, and curious 
volumes, his knowledge was profound. We talked until late in the 
evening... 

"[Next morning] we entered the sacred portals... [and] I began to see 
that the proprietor was one of those who have a ’place for everything 
and everything in its place.’... The order in which Mr. Ruggles’ private 
library, ledgers, and odd trifles were arranged would have told, if 
nothing else had, that the proprietor was a bachelor. No woman could 
have endured such miraculous method. Her very soul would have been 
inspired with the desire to break in here with mop and pail... 

"As we [returned from the ’Refuge de Tornado’] I said, ’Mr. Ruggles, 
you certainly have everything here but a wife. Why don’t you hustle 
around and ensnare some one of these pretty girls I see in Bronson?’ 
"Not much!’ he answered with venom, I’ve worked like a slave to get 
this palace built, and if I got a wife, she’d be running the Odditorium 
herself and want to have me out there in the tornado cave, feeding me 
through a hole in the roof. No sir, I know when I’m well off. I want no 
female help around this institution!" 

If Ruggles avoided the women, and perhaps vice versa, he did seem 
to enjoy children. Mrs. Helen Bowker Smith of Bronson, now in her 
eighties, remembers visits to the Odditorium with her father: curious 
odors, a big stairway, tables covered with books, Mr. Ruggles showing 
her stones, snakeskins, a trap-door for valuables, and "the smallest Bible 
in the world,” or urging her to take some hard candy from a wooden 
pail under his desk. On one occasion Ruggles asked the young girl if she 
wanted to see a real bat. When she said yes, thinking he would produce 
one of the flying order Chiroptera, he led her to a brick (covered with 
carpet and probably used as a doorstop) upon which he had placed a 
small sign that read BAT. That, said Ruggles with what we can imagine 
as mock solemnity, was his brickbat. She also remembers the bookseller 
as he walked quickly across the street for his noon meal, frock coattails 
eae and the people who often arrived by train and walked up to the 
shop. 

The shop’s proprietor had other decided but not overbearing opin- 
ions which he seems to have come to early in life. Ruggles was a total 
abstainer on personal grounds, traceable to an innocent imbibing of hard 
cider as a child, and politically he was an "independent voter or 
Mugwump."¢) He was, moreover, a radical thinker or believer in 
rationalistic agnosticism at a time when Robert G. Ingersoll popularized 
this metaphysical stance, and he wrote pieces for such journals as the 
New York Truthseeker and Boston Investigator. 

In this trait he followed in the footsteps of a free-thinking father. At 
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the elder Ruggles’ funeral, which was reported in detail in the local 
newspaper, there was neither a clergyman officiating nor any reference 
to God in the commemoration. Not coincidentally, the first extant 
catalogue of the younger Ruggles highlighted in-print free thought titles 
by authors such as Bradlaugh, Paine, Buechner, Herbert Spencer, and 
Swedenborg, and a book called Modern Thinkers (featuring Haekel, 
Paine, Adam Smith, Fourier, Swedenborg, Compte, Spencer and 
Bentham) was touted in Catalogue No. 8 as "the religio-philosophical 
literary event of the season.” In later life Ruggles even tried out some of 
the more mysterious sciences for what they could tell him (and his 
readers) about himself: his head was read from a photographic portrait 
by the phrenological Fowlers, his penmanship analyzed by expert 
graphologist tne Rice of New York, and his astrological horoscope cast 
by Prof. Edison.@ 

Above all, Ruggles saw himself as participating, through his business 
endeavors, in the great cause of education and enlightenment. "Mr. R’s 
ambition," said the Bronson Journal, "seems to be to acquire the 
requisite knowledge and ability to supply any book ever published by 
anyone anywhere, and he goes about the matter philosophically by first 
forming a bibliographical library containing the titles, sizes, prices, dates 
of issue and publisher’s addresses of every work of which any printed 
record has been preserved since the origin of printing. Mr. R. is also the 
inventor of a ’Great original panoramic system of bibliopolism by means 
of pictorial diagram tablets’ on which the U.S. Government has granted 
him a copyright. Believing that humanity’s only salvation is in education 
and moral suasion he is an enthusiastic advocate of cheap literature for 
the masses." 

Ruggles’ "Copyrighted System of Bibliopoling" seems to refer in 
particular to a "new departure in sample showing" which lightened the 
canvasser’s satchel while on the road, but what form this took remains 
unclear.“ The reference is broader, however, when Ruggles writes, in 
the same article, about his "great original system of special Book Hunting 
for... Rare O.P. Works." Here he may simply refer to his use of the tools 
of the trade familiar to antiquarian book dealers: other dealers’ 
catalogues, subject and author bibliographies, advertisements in the trade 
journals, circulated want lists. Certainly he was very proud of his 
reference library. In "Biblionobituary!," a poem written right after the 
1889 fire, he had deeply lamented the loss of "My Leypoldt, Lowndes, 
Truebner, Lowe, Whittaker and Roorbach,/My Thomas, Kelly, Brittanica, 
and poor ’Oid Bohn’ alack!" And he liked to show off volumes of the 
exhaustive American Catalogue, the forerunner of today’s Books in 
Print.) 

In the broadest sense, finally, Ruggles may have considered the 
numerous special forms and colorful partly-printed letters that he devised 
for his own business correspondence and the various advertising labels 
which he affixed to the paste-downs of his book stock as the truly 
innovative component of his "great original system."(19) All this was not 
a notable departure in the trade. It did, however, convey to the customer 
a sense of enjoyable mystery and emphasized Ruggles’ enterprising 
business methods and progressive ideas. His claim of being able to find 
any book though others have failed has a particularly modern ring. 
Ruggles tried to offer what today’s antiquarian trade journal AB Book- 
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man’s Weekly describes as the ideal full-service bookshop.¢”) 

The phoenixized shop in its village-center location continued for over 
twenty years. Like most rural or by-appointment bookstores, it probably 
wasn’t bustling but kept filling up with more and more books and 
curios. We can guess that a good percentage of the on-hand stock was 
used and rare, since new titles, though prominent in Ruggles’ catalogues, 
could be supplied on order, and a rural village would probably not have 
provided enough walk-in customers to justify a large investment in new 
publications. Ruggles’ interest in rare books was evident from the 
beginning. His earliest extant catalogue includes a small section listing 
seventeenth-century imprints under the heading "Early Literature." He 
handled at least one incunabulum, a 1483 Epistolae of St. Cyprianus.@®) 
He offered comments to the press on the Book of Mormon, describing 
the original edition as "one of the scarcest issues in American literature... 
[bringing] in the market $25 and upwards."“?) He also wrote about a 
locally owned 1730 Geography Anatomized and surveyed rare free- 
thought titles for the Truthseeker magazine. 

The older books were also what impressed many visitors: "The walls 
are lined with cases containing books both old and new, rare and 
common, one cabinet being devoted exclusively to old schoolbooks... 
Underneath the shelves drawers containing thousands of magazines, 
pamphlets, catalogues, etc., some of them very valuable... and what took 
our reporter’s eye the most, a number of old newspapers."*) While it 
is probable that there were never any fabulous rarities in Ruggles’ stock 
of books, nor indeed more than a few titles to excite the big city dealers 
of his own era, there was enough to provide a glimpse of the broader 
continuum of knowledge and scholarship in a community mostly 
concerned with contemporary practicalities. 

And of course Ruggles’ strange and wonderful Odditorium was much 
more than a bookstore to the local visitor, the farmer in town to buy 
supplies, or the wide-eyed school children who crossed its threshold. It 
was a captivating museum of curiosities gathered during Ruggles’ 
American and English tours over the years: from Texas a sample of 
mescal and fragments of the skull of a hapless black man, Jim King; a 55 
1/2 foot Japanese panoramic scroll from London reportedly valued at 
$235,000; a facsimile of "an epistle purporting to be in the handwriting 
of the notorious ’Mr. Beelzebub Satan”; and a mammoth peach left on 
exhibition at the Odditorium. 

Despite his travels, Bronson’s best-known bookseller was apparently 
never tempted to relocate. Early in his career he wrote: "We have been 
urged by city friends to move to New York, Chicago, etc. — but here is 
our birthplace, our business, our home and our friends."@#) As time 
went on Ruggles began sending reports of his travels back to the local 
press and became something of a cultural interpreter for the village. The 
village in turn seems to have been proud of, if also somewhat non- 
plussed by, the accomplishments of their resident virtuoso. Ruggles 
probably enjoyed both reactions. On a larger stage he would not have 
found the audience he needed, nor they an actor with such an interest 
and stake in the community. 

If Chicago or New York was beyond Ruggles’ orbit, writing his own 
Obituary certainly wasn’t. Write it he did, and had it printed, perhaps 
several years before his death. Never of robust constitution, Ruggles 
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succumbed to a fever in his sixty-third year, on September 14, 1911.¢% 
Funeral services were held at the store, and, as Ruggles had specified, his 
funeral peroration was read "by some person other than a minister of 
the gospel."29 A small, simple stone marks his burial spot, flanking 
other family members, at the local cemetery. 

What happened to the books and curios is something of a mystery. 
Some residents think there may have been a general sale, and some of 
the stock may have been taken over for a time by a local merchant. The 
building passed through various hands and uses. Today, as the offices of 
Walter Wohlers Real Estate, the cupola and upper protuding bay 
windows and the lower columns have vanished, and all that remains to 
readily identify the Odditorium are the second story flat, square gargoyles 
(or "big Who-is-its") in red clay and the cornerstone to the left of the 
entrance. 

Bronson itself remains for the most part a quiet, pleasant southern 
Michigan village. But recently, as NBC-TV Today show weatherman 
Willard Scott announced, it "made the Guiness Book of Records for the 
world’s largest stuffed sausage."@>) P.T. Barnum, who was mentioned by 
Ruggles several times in print over the years, would have loved it. And 
so would Bronson’s own native showman, J. Francis Ruggles, truly Ye 
Bibliopolo Originaloextraordinaro.@° 


NOTES 
i. The scrapbooks, all bound in contemporary 3/4 morocco of different colors, are spine- 
titled BRAINDROPS, LIFE IN BRONSON, and BRONSON IN MINIATURE. The first two are 
currently available in the Branch County Library, Coldwater, Michigan, the second also on 
film, and the third is in the safekeeping of local historian Mrs. Loranetta Diebel of 
Bronson. Residents believe that the scrapbooks turned up at a local garage sale or auction 
within recent years. Based upon Ruggles’ introductory manuscript notes in the first two 
volumes as well as internal evidence, the scrapbooks replaced three earlier compilations 
that were destroyed in an 1889 fire and were begun in 1890, 1892, and ca 1894 
respectively. BRAINDROPS collects printed sources regarding the book business; the other 
two record village happenings, though there is a fair amount of duplication. Sources for 
the pasted-in clippings are mainly Ruggles’ own yearly brochures and local newspapers. 
Given the format, compounded by detachment of the unnumbered scrapbook pages and 
the fact that Ruggles often reused his own copy and probably wrote many of the articles 
about himself, it is sometimes difficult to establish the original source, date, or authorship 
of a piece with certainty. A half brother was also editor of one of the local newspapers. 
2. From an article beginning "With His Name Left Out," Bronson Journal (), ca 1890, 
probably by Ruggles; in BRAINDROPS and in LIFE IN BRONSON. 
3. Jas F. Ruggles is listed as a dry goods clerk in the Branch County Directory (comp. by 
Stevens & Conover), Ann Arbor, 1871. 
4. "Eschew all conglomerations of flatulent garrulity, jejume babblement... blatteratious 
battology, colligated cassation... and don’t use big words" wrote our neologist in his 
Catalog No. 11, "A Ramble Among the Obsoletes." 
5. Catalogue or Circular No. 1 was a single-column sheet printed at the Republican Office, 
Coldwater. No. 2 was a folder printed in Detroit, and No. 3, the first extant example (in 
BRAINDROPS), was an oblong folio sheet folded twice to make a 6pp large 12mo; 
CATALOGUE NO. 3/OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN /FREE THOUGHT AND MISCELLANEOUS/ 
BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, ETC., /FOR SALF BY/JJ. FRANCIS RUGGLES, Bibliopole,/22 CHICAGO 
ST., BRONSON, MICH. (Worcester: Independent Tract Society, 1875). After a while Ruggles 
took to bestowing a new title on each year’s offering. No.7 is BIBLIOPOLOGICAL 
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BROADSIDE; No.11, BIBLIOPHILISTICMENU; No.14, BIBLIONUGGETS; No.34, BIBLIO- 
TALKO, and Ruggles addresses his patrons variously from the Executive Sanctum, Ye 
Denne, Thinkery, Bibliocrankery, and Bibliobower, among others—all presumably his 
office. 

6. There are similarities in the two articles (contained in BRAINDROPS), perhaps traceable 
to Ruggles’ own contributions. 

7. For another description, quoted in part later, see the article in BRONSON IN 
MINIATURE entitled "An interesting place. J. Francis Ruggles is original. The reporter’s 


' representative visits Bronson’s bibliophile," ca 1896. 


8. "Notes & Queries,” p.134. Julia Sweet Newman believes this must have been her grand- 
father, Forest Glenwood Sweet, who lived at 46 Green Street. Her father, Forest Helmer 
Sweet, later used No. 46 as an Office, then it stood empty and in the 1960s burned down. 
9. Though the quoted passage is in the first person singular, the book was co-authored 
by John Livingston Wright and Mrs. Abbie Scates Ames (Hartford, 1898). Two issues have 
been noted, cloth and pictorial mauve wrappers. 

10. The image of Ruggles "in his black suit with swallowtails hurrying across to the hotel 
for meals" was also recalled by Bronson resident Mrs. Rena Robinson, according to Marge 
Scott, who interviewed her while completing a paper on Ruggles, a copy of which is at the 
Branch County Library. 

11. See his temperance broadside, "Alcohell,” in BRAINDROPS. 

12. "The vibrations of your chirographical aura show that you are not fully appreciated in 
your present location" wrote the graphologist, with perhaps some accuracy. Ruggles’ 
BROADSIDE No. 34; "You are not one to say much about what you have done" wrote J.A. 
Fowler, who obviously missed his diagnosis! Information from "The Bibliopole’s ’Bumps,”" 
probably printed by Ruggles. 

13. See note 2, above. 

14. "Bibliopological Reminiscences./How it all Began." Bronson Journal, Sept. 21, 1894. See 
also "His system of samples is copyrighted by [the] U.S. Government, his card of 
introduction protected by an act of the legislature, but I guess there’s no patent on the 
gait for there’s no immediate danger of anyone’s exactly imitating it" (from BRONSON IN 
MINIATURE.) Ruggles’ sample showing may have been aided by use of his broadsheet 
"Chartabibliosisa, or chart of book sizes," a copy of which is included in BRAINDROPS. 
15. The American Catalogue, under the direction of F. Leypoldt, first appeared in 1880 
(see Growoll, Book Trade Bibliography in the U.S., Chapt. VI, Nos. 84-85). Ruggles had "his 
Leypoldt-Jones [Catalogue]... bound to special order [and lettered "THE BOOK OF BOOKS, 
J. FRANCIS RUGGLES" on the side] by those princes of bibliopegists, Messrs. A. J. Cox & 
Co., Chicago, and this fat ’bibliographical bible’ has expended its owner $62.45." Bronson 
Journal, as reprinted in Catalogue No. 23. This bit of information, incidentally, plus 
mention of the LIFE IN BRONSON scrapbook as having been "made to his order specially 
for the purpose" (Bronson Journal, July 8, 1892) seems to indicate that Ruggles did not 
do his own binding work, although some local residents believe he did. An earlier pre-fire 
volume of the American Catalogue is noted in the aforementioned Book Fiend article as 
being lettered "BIBLIOGRAPHICAL BIBLE" on the side. 

16. See the middle section of BRAINDROPS for samples. The materials usually featured 
his and/or the shop’s picture. The William L. Clements Library presently has seven volumes 
with Ruggles’ book-labels or stamps (all different) in its collections. The volumes 
appropriately include John Dunton’s Religio Bibliopolae (London, 1692, acquired 1944,) 
as well as six nineteenth-century titles (acquired 1980-83.) One of these labels is 
reproduced in my Leaves of Grass (Rare Books) Catalogue 10 (Ann Arbor, MI, 1980, Plate 
6fitem 839), and a different label is pictured in Larry Dingman’s Booksellers Marks 
(Minneapolis: Dinkytown Antiquarian Bookstore, 1986, p.43.) The cover of Heartwood 
Books’ Catalogue 37 (Charlottesville, VA, Spring, 1987) illustrates yet another Ruggles 
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book-label, this one with his portrait framed by a book’s front cover. 

17. AB’s late original editor Sol M. Malkin’s goal was always "to get the right book to the 
right party at the right time at the right price."—Terry Belanger, in Michael Winship’s 
Hermann Ernst Ludewig: America’s Forgotten Bibliographer, Columbia University School 
of Library Service, 1986. 

18. "Finds a ’Fifteener’," Detroit Evening News, quoted in Catalog No. 32. See also the 
pre-fire Book Fiend description of his stock. 

19. "Capturing a Town," Bronson Journal, January 19, 1894. 

20. "A rare tome," in BRONSON IN MINIATURE; "Radical papers, old and new. An expert 
in rare and curious literature extends the list of them,” Truthseeker, September 1, 1906. 
21. See note 7, above. 

22. "Annual message" dated December 1, 1877, apparently from Catalogue No. 5. 

23. Mrs. Smith thinks he had stomach trouble. "But then," she says with a twinkle in her 
eye, “everybody was diagnosed as having stomach trouble in those days." 

24. The Coldwater Republican, September 5, 1911. 

25. Newsweek, September 1, 1980, p.40. Said Scott, "I wonder if it might be the missing 
link." 

26. My thanks for assistance to the Branch County Library Director Phyllis Rosenberg and 
to staff members Cindy Sebald and, with a special nod for her interest in the project, 
Christie Kessler; to Mrs. Loranetta Diebel for an informative and helpful historical tour; to 
Mrs. Helen Smith for her sprightly reminiscences of J. Francis; and to Julia Newman for 
her gracious responses to my questions. For the record, I first discovered the existence of 
the Ruggles scrapbooks at the Branch County Library in August of 1984, when, on a trip 
through Bronson, I decided to inquire about the fellow antiquarian book dealer whose 
book labels had fascinated me for several years. # 


A Memorable Visit to Louisville 

The next four pages reveal some of the highlights of NBS members’ visit 
to President Armand Champa’s home in Louisville during the recent ANA 
convention in Cincinnati. 

The main attraction was Champ’s American numismatic library, which 
is awesome; its size, I’m guessing at 500 feet of shelf space, is imposing, 
however, its true majesty is in its content and quality. Almost every tome 
in the library can be classed as finest known; if it wasn’t in that 
condition when purchased, Champ made it that way with the help of 
restorers and binders. It’s doubtful if a more beautiful library exists 
anywhere; virtually every title is bound in engraved, gilded leather with 
sunken panels, raised bands, etc. 

In mid-afternoon I sensed a strangeness; something had changed. 
The library had been reduced to second-billing, and the stars of the day 
had become Kay and Armand Champa; they were everywhere, moving 
gracefully among the guests, always taking time to answer questions, to 
pose for a photograph...just plain caring. 

As if the day’s activities weren’t enough, the Champas took everyone 
to dinner at Del Frisco’s steak house where all enjoyed a wonderful 
meal. (See the group photograph in the centergate.) . 

I now realize they had assembled one of the finest groups of numis- 
matic literary brainpower I’ve ever been privileged to enjoy. The library 
was the magnet that had brought us together, but the Champas sealed 
the day in friendship...a camaraderie one could feel among the guests. 

I doubt if ever there was such a gathering, and I know it'll be a 
long time before there’s another like it. It was a magnificent day.—cg # 
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NBS President Produces Paragon of Pleasure! 


The bookies, (well, binders), Allen and 
Maureen Grace with Armand. 


ne 


Half of the guests arrived from The receiving line, 1. to r. Jack Collins, 
Cincinnati on a bus chartered by Carling Gresham, Bob Wester, Martin 
Armand (photo, bottom left), and (turn around)! Gengerke, and Armand 
they returned on it later that night. and Kay Champa, host and hostess.___ 


The bus also was used to carry 
most of the guests to Del Frisco’s 


for dinner in the evening. : een ee 
a 


erty (Backs of) John Ford and 
Party time! 1. to r, Ken Barr, Bruce Kesse, Dr. George Fuld with the 


Charles Davis, John and Mary Bergman. Backs "Champ." A dice game? 
to camera, Agnes and Vinny Alones. ; 


Wayne ‘Homren, left, and John Huffman Nancy Green, ANA librarian, and host 
disembark from the trusty Greyhound, the Armand Champa, view Maris’ rare work 


only "dog" seen all day. on NJ cents (on thick paper). 
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To Paraphrase: It Ain’t Gon 


sa Bio dE 


Gordon Frost presented Armand with a beautiful Dick Punchard, left, waits h 
plaque, (shown here), which consisted of all Jules and Iona Reiver take th 
guests’ signatures. To Armand’s right, Kay; to his table, Armand coaxes a shri 


left, Laurese and Frank Katen. 


a 3 Be - =e - ee e Bs ite! a 
Dining at Del Frisco’s Steak House, Louisville, KY on 23 July 1988: Seated, left 
to right, Bruce Kesse, John Huffman, Avis Bourne, Remy Bourne, Martin 
Gengerke, Mark Auerbach, Agnes Alones, Vince Alones, Iona Reivers, Maureen’ 
Grace. Standing, from the left: Mary Bergman, Charles Davis, Kay Champa, 
Frank Katen, Laurese Katen, Ken Barr, Dick Punchard, Bob Wester, Rainy: 


Punchard, John Bergman, Jeff Rock, Cal Wilson, Del Bland, Michael Sullivan, 


Armand, Dr. George Fuld and Barry Tayman, l. to Relaxing after lunch, lL. to rove 


r., meet in The Room of Rooms, Armand’s Katen, Avis Bourne, Myron Xen: 


numismatic library. 
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’ Get Any Better Than This! 


icn at the feeding trough as Frederick Kolbe, left, Judge Roger Persichilli, cntr, 
urn. On the right side of the and John J. Ford during a conversation. 


tonto his fork. 


‘Scott Rubin; (peekin’ over Scott’ s head), Allen Grace, Frederick Kolbe, ‘Wayne 
/Homren, (almost obliterated by Kolbe and) Ken Lowe, Jess Patrick: (in the 
\back); Barry Tayman, Dr. George Fuld, Judge Roger Persichilli; (up in the 
bleachers), John J. Ford, John Burns, Carling Gresham, Armand Champa, Jeff 
‘Peck, Jules Reiver; (hiding behind Jules), Jim Adams, Myron Xenos, Robert 
‘Zavos, Jack Collins and Gordon Frost. (Ca. 20 guests didn’t attend dinner). 


Myron Xenos, left, trying to hide behind a 


/ Barr, Michael Sullivan, Laurese 
sod Frank Katen. camera, ignores the debate between, lI. to r., 
Frank Katen, Cal Wilson and Jim Adams. 


| 
| 
| 
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The Secret? Friends, Books, Regal Hospitality 


S B : oe 


Jack Collins, left, and hostess Kay Champa appear 
intent on listening to Eric Newman. 

eo ee ee Bob Wester: "Hey, fellas’! 
Look what I found in a 
waste basket!" 


A telegram received that day: "Dear 
Mr. Champa; My brother and I are 
extremely upset that we were not 
invited to your affair. We demand 
| 2m : a return of all our catalogs especially 
Ken Lowe, left, and Myron Xenos sur- the plated ones and bid books. 
round Armand. (Actually, Myron can Respectfully, S.H. and H. Chapman." 


do it alone). : 


OS 


Sas ROD: te ane Top cntr, Gordon Frost, ccw, Carling Gresham, 
ei nts MN) he Myron Xenos, Judge Roger Persichilli, John J. 


Ford, Dr. George Fuld. (Hands away)! 


"Vinny" Alones, his wife Agnes, John Burns, and Col. Bill Murray obeys 
Jess Patrick, l. to r. Doubtless, Vinny is extolling library rules; hands in 


the merits of something Lithuanian. pockets! 
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Kolbe Auction Sets Record Prices 


AST May 31, the second day of George Kolbe’s auction of numis- — 

matic books, a new record was set for an American numismatic book, 
which was from the library of ex-ANA President Matt Rothert. 

Bidding on lot 988, an original subscription copy of Crosby’s Early 
Coins of America, started at $1600 on an estimate of $1500. Spirited 


floor bidding ensued and the book was finally hammered down at $5940 


(all prices include a buyer’s premium). In fact, bidding was so strong 
and rapid that Kolbe never had an opportunity to execute a mail bid for 
more than $4000. 

Ordinary copies of this classic work in fine condition usually sell for 
$750-$1250, Kolbe said; however, lot 988 was a superb copy and featur- 
ed all of the original printed paper covers, which were issued only with 
the copies sent to original subscribers to the work. Most of the covers 
were discarded when the volumes were bound, and today there exist 
only a handful of copies with all eleven covers. Also, the sale copy 
featured correspondence between George Sexton, Jr., and Thomas Elder 
concerning Sexton’s purchase of the book in a 1938 Elder auction. 

The previous record high paid for an American numismatic book was 
at Kolbe’s June 1981 auction, where a copy of the 1869 Maris pamphlet 
on 1794 cents went to a bid of $4500. 

The remaining 1275 lots in the May sale, Kolbe reported, didn’t lack 
for bidders; he said mail bids were the strongest and heaviest he had 
received in several years, and an unusually high number of lots went to 
mail bidders. A reprint of the 29-volume British Museum Catalogue of 
Greek Coins sold for $1925, and an original set of Anson’s Numismata 
Graeca sold for $385 on a $300 estimate. 

A large selection of Ars Classica sales generally sold around the $125 
estimates. A series of classic Hirsch sales on ancients usually sold well 
Over estimates, and the 1887 Ponton d’Amécourt sale of Roman gold 
coins sold for $825. Overall, Kolbe said, the 216 lots on ancients sold 
extremely well, with only 19 lots unsold. 

An unusual feature of this sale was a group of more than 100 lots 
on Near, Middle and Far Eastern coins, most of which were from the 
library of Michael Powills. Many of the more expensive works were sold 
by Kolbe in two previous sales of Powills material, but this sale contain- 
ed many rare, seldom available works, he indicated. Some bidders attend- 
ed the sale solely to bid on this material, but many were unsuccessful 
due to the high bids received by mail. 

Highlight of the Powills group was the seven-volume classic work, in 
Japanese, on coins of the Tokugawa era written by Morishige Komdo 
entitled Kingin Zuroku. After considerable floor bidding, the set sold to 
a mail bidder for $990. 

The oriental section was followed by nearly 400 lots on medieval and 
modern numismatics. A set of the American Numismatic Society Diction- 
ary Catalogue of their library, including the Auction Catalogue and the 
first two supplements, offered in four lots, realized an aggregate of more 
than $1700. The 1922 classic on renaissance medals, Die Medaillen der 
italienischen Renaissance, by George Habich, was hotly contested and 
sold for $726 on a $450 estimate. 
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Other works on renaissance medals generally sold well above 
estimate, Kolbe said. A selection of original volumes of KGhler’s Munz- 
Belustigung sold from $110 to $330 each. The very rare 1791 catalog of 
the coins and medals of Denmark in the Danish National Museum collec- 
tion, bound in two huge folio volumes, sold for $1430 even though the 
bindings were badly worn. 

The second day session of more than 500 lots on American numis- 
matics was characterized by intense bidding on the most desirable lots, 
many of which were from the library of Matt Rothert; also, there were 
lots from the libraries of Abe Kosoff, Jim Hoffman and George Ewing. 
Here too, Kolbe stated, mail bid competition was keen, but most of the 
better items were taken by floor bidders. 

Lot 834, the 1907 Stickney sale with 20 fine photographic plates, 
estimated at $750, was a harbinger of events to come; bidding began at 
$700 and was a fight between the bid book and a floor bidder, the latter 
persevering until $1485. Lot 943, the first eight volumes of Bullowa’s 
Coin List, began at $75 on an estimate of $125 and was carried by the 
floor at $275. A deluxe hardbound copy of Dave Bowers’ catalog of the 
John Adams collection of 1794 large cents brought $467.50. A complete 
set of Scott’s Coin Collector’s Journal, 1876-1888, sold to the book for 
$880. 

Another lot with keen bidding was the 1842 edition of Eckfeldt and 
DuBois’ Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of all Nations, complete with 
the 1849 supplement. Kolbe said the work is one of the most interesting 
ever published in America, and features a number of firsts: the first prac- 
tical guide book of American coins; first to depict an 1804 dollar; first to 
herald and illustrate pioneer gold coins and one of the earliest books 
to combine daguerreotype photography, electrotyping and the medal rul- 
ing machine for illustrations. The extremely rare twenty-page supplement 
of 1849 contains a plate of California and Mormon gold coins printed in 
relief in gold foil on a royal blue background. The supplement is most 
famous, Kolbe said, for the packet of genuine California gold mounted 
on page 235. Estimated at $1500, the lot sold for $3410 on an even 
higher mail bid. 

Most of the unique association copies from the Kosoff library sold 
well above estimates, Kolbe said, adding that a long run of U. S. Mint 
reports and early Yeoman Red Books in superb condition also sold 
mostly above estimates. 

Copies of the May sale catalog are no longer available, but a prices- 

realized list may be obtained from Kolbe for $5. 

Kolbe’s next public auction is scheduled to be held in December in 
New York City and he promises it will be one of his finest. It will be 
his seventh annual New York sale held in association with Spink & Son 
Ltd., London. Persons desiring consignment information are requested to 
contact Kolbe as quickly as possible since space in the sale is limited. 
Generally, he indicated, only titles worth more than $100 will be 
included in that premium sale of rare numismatic works. Copies of that 
sale catalog may be obtained for $10. 

Kolbe’s next mail bid sale is scheduled for late September; Asylum 
readers desiring a free copy of the catalog may obtain one by requesting 
it from Kolbe at P. O. Drawer 3100, Crestline, CA 92325, or by telephon- 
ing (714) 338-6527. # 


} 
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A Checklist of ANS Numismatic Notes 
and Monographs 


Submitted by R. L. Bisordi 


Sidney P. Noe. Coin hoards. 1921. 47pp, 6 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. Octobols of Histiaea. 1921. 21pp, 2 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. Alexander hoards—Introduction and Kyparis- 
sia hoard. 1921, 21pp, 2 pls. 

Howland Wood. The Mexican revolutionary coinage. 1921. 44pp, 
26 pls. 

Leonidas Westervelt. The Jenny Lind medals and tokens. 1921. 
Agnes Baldwin. Five Roman gold medallions. 1921. 103pp, 8 pls. 
Sydney Noe. Medallic work of A. A. Weinman. 1921. 31pp, 17 pls. 
Gilbert Perez. The mint of the Philippine Islands. 1921, 8pp, 4 
pls. 

David E. Smith. Computing jetons. 1921. 70pp, 25 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. The first Seleucid coinage of Tyre. 1921. 40pp, 
8 pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. French orders and decorations. 1922. 
Howland Wood. Gold dollars of 1858. 1922. 7pp, 2 pls. 

R. B. Whitehead. Pre-Mohammedan coinage of N.W. India. 1922. 
56pp, 15 pls. 

George F. Hill. Attambelos I of Characene. 1922. 12pp, 3 pls. 
M. P. Vlasto. Taras oikistes (A contribution to Tarentine numis- 
matics). 1922. 234pp, 13 pls. 

Howland Wood. Commemorative coinage of the United States. 
1922. 63pp, 7 pls. 

Agnes Baldwin. Six Roman bronze medallions. 1923. 39pp, 8 pls. 
Howland Wood. Tegucigalpa coinage of 1823. 1923. 16pp, 2 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. Alexander bhoards—II. Demanhur hoard. 1923. 
162 pp, 8 pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. Italian orders of chivalry and medals of 
honour. 1923. 146pp, 34 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. Alexander hoards—IIl. Andritsaena. 1924. 
39pp, 6 pls. 

C. T. Seltman. A hoard from Side. 1924. 20pp, 3 pls. 

R. B. Seager. A Cretan coin hoard. 1924. 55pp, 12 pls. 

Samuel R. Milbank. The coinage of Aegina. 1925. 66pp, 5 pls. 
Sydney P. Noe. A bibliography of Greek coin hoards. 1925. 275pp. 
Edward T. Newell. Mithradates of Parthia and Hyspaosines of 
Characene. 1925. 18pp, 2 pls. 

Sydney P. Noe. The Mende (Kaliandra) hoard. 1926. 73pp, 10 


pls. 

Agnes Baldwin. Four medallions from the Arras hoard. 1926. 
36pp, 4 pls. 

H. Alexander Parsons. The earliest coins of Norway. 1926. 41pp, 
1 pl. 


Edward T. Newell. Some unpublished coins of eastern dynasts. 
1926. 21pp, 2 pls. 
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Harrold E. Gillingham. Spanish orders of chivalry and decora- 
tions of honour. 1926. 165pp, 40 pls. 

Sydney P. Noe. The coinage of Metapontum. 1927. 134pp, 23 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. Two recent Egyptian hoards—Delta and Keneh. 
1927. 34pp, 3 pls. 

Edward Rogers. The second and third Seleucid coinage of Tyre. 
1927. 33pp, 4 pls. 

Alfred E. Bellinger. The anonymous Byzantine bronze coinage. 
1928. 27pp, 4 pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. Notes on the decorations and medals of 
the French colonies and protectorates. 1928. 62pp, 31 pls. 
Oscar Ravel. The "Colts" of Ambracia. 1928. 180pp, 19 pls. 
Howland Wood. The coinage of the Mexican revolutionists. 1928. 
(4)+53pp, 15 dbl. pls. 

Edward T. Newell. Alexander hoards—IV. Olympia. 1929. 31pp, 
9 pis. 

Allen B. West. Fifth and fourth century gold coins from the 
Thracian coast. 1929. 183pp, 16 pls. 

Gilbert S. Perez. The leper colony currency of Culion. 1929. 10pp, 
3 pis. 

Alfred R. Bellinger. Two hoards of Attic bronze coins. 1930. 14pp, 
4 pls. 

D. H. Cox. The Caparelli hoard. 1930. 14pp, 4 pls. 

George F. Hill. On the coins of Narbonensis with Iberian inscrip- 
tions. 1930. 39pp, 6 pls. 

Bauman L. Belden. A mint in New York. 1930. 40pp, 4 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. The Ktichtik Kéhne hoard. 1931. 33pp, 4 pls. 
Sydney P. Noe. The coinage of Metapontum Part II. 1931. Frontis, 
(4)+134pp, 20 dbl. pls. 

D. W. Valentine. The United States half dimes. 1931. 79pp, 47pls. 
Alfred R. Bellinger. 7ivo Roman hoards from Dura-Europas. 1931. 
66pp, 17 pls. 

George F. Hill. Notes on the ancient coinage of Hispania Citerior. 
1931. 196pp, 36 dbl. pls. 

Alan Hazelton. The Russian imperial orders. 1932. 102pp, 20 pls. 
Oscar Ravel. Corinthian hoards (Corinth and Aria.) 1932. 27pp, 
4 pls. 

Jean B. Cammann. The symbols on staters of Corinthian type (A 
catalogue.) 1932. 130pp, 14 dbl. pls. 

Shirley H. Weber. An Egyptian hoard of the second aiden! AD. 
Alfred R. Bellinger. The third and fourth Dura hoards. 1932. 
85pp, 20 pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. South American decorations and war 
medals. 1932. 178pp, 35 pls. 

William Campbell. Greek and Roman plated coins. 1933. 226pp, 
190+ pls. 

Edward T. Newell. The fifth Dura hoard. 1933. 14pp, 2 pls. 

D. H. Cox. The Tripolis hoard. 1933. 61pp, 8 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. Two hoards from Minturno. 1933. 38pp, 5 pls. 
Howland Wood. The Gampola larin hoard. 1934. 84pp, 10 dbl. 
pls. 
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J. G. Milne. The Melos hoard of 1907. 1934. 19pp, 1 pl. 

A. F. Pradeau. The Mexican mints of Alamos and Hermosillo. 
1934. Frontis, (4)+73pp, 3 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. A hoard from Siphnos. 1934. 17pp, 1 pl. 

C. H. V. Sutherland. Romano-British imitations of bronze coins 
of Claudius I. 1935. 35pp, 8 dbl. pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. Ephemeral decorations. 1935. 40pp. 11 
pls. 

Sawyer McA. Mosser. A bibliography of Byzantine coin hoards. 
1935. 116pp. 

Edward T. Newell. Five Greek bronze coin hoards. 1935. 67pp, 
9 dbl. pls. 

Alfred R. Bellinger. The sixth, seventh and tenth Dura hoards. 
1935. 75pp, 5 pls. 

Frederick O. Waage. Greek bronze coins from a well at Megara. 
Sydney P. Noe. The Thurian di-Staters. 1935. 68pp, 11 dbl. pls. 

John Walker. The coinage of the second Saffarid dynasty in 
Sistan. 1936. 46pp, 4 dbl. pls. 

Edward T. Newell. The Seleucid coinage of Tyre. 1936. 34pp, 5 
pls. 

Margaret Crosby and Emily Grace. An Achaean League hoard. 
1936. 44pp, 4 pls. 

Agnes Baldwin. Victory issues of Syracuse after 413 B.C. 19360. 
Opp, 2 pls. : 

Edward T. Newell. The Pergamene mint under Philetaerus. 1930. 
34pp, 10 pls. 

Charles C. Torrey. Aramaic graffiti on coins of Demanhur. 1937. 
13pp, 2 pls. 

Sydney P. Noe. A bibliography of Greek coin hoards (2nd edition). 
1937. 362pp. 

Naphtali Lewis. A hoard of folles from Seltz (Alsace.) 1937. 81pp, 
5 pls. 

Harold Mattingly and W. P. D. Stebbing. The Richborough hoard 
of ‘radiates.’ 1931, 1938. 118pp, 5 pls. 

Alfred Bellinger. Coins from Jerash 1928-1934. 1938. 141pp, 9 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. Miscellanea numismatica: Cyrene to India. 
1938. 101pp, © pls. 

David M. Bullowa. The commemorative coinage of the United 

States 1892-1938. 1938. 192pp, 10 pls. 

Edward T. Newell. Late Seleucid mints in Ake-Ptolemais and 

Damascus. 1939. (4)+107pp, 17 dbl. pls. 

Alfred R. Bellinger. The eighth and ninth Dura hoards. 1939. 
92pp, 13 dbl. pls. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. Counterfeiting in colonial Pennsylvania. 
1939. 52pp, 2 pls. 

George C. Miles. A Byzantine weight validated by al-Walid. 1939. 
Frontis, (4)+ 11pp. 

Jaime Gonzalez. A Puerto Rican counterstamp. 1940. (44)+21pp, 
2 pis. 

Harrold E. Gillingham. Mexican decorations of honour. 1940. 
Frontis, (4)+53pp, 17 dbl. pls. 
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Donald Brown. Temples of Rome as coin types. 1940. 51pp, 9 pls. 
Eunice Work. The earlier staters of Heraclea Lucaniae. 1940. (4) 
+4O0pp, 8 pls. 
D. H. Cox. A Tarsus coin collection in the Adana Museum. 1941. 
67pp, 12 pls. 
Herbert E. Ives. Foreign imitations of the English noble. 1941. (4) 
+36pp, 5 dbl. pls. 
Louis C. West. Gold and silver coin standards in the Roman 
Empire. 1941. (4)+199pp, tables. 
Arthur D. McIlvaine. The Silver dollars of the United States of 
America. 1941. (4)+36+(1)pp, 6 pls. 
J. G. Milne. Kolophon and its coinage: A study. 1941. 113pp, 19 
dbl. pls. 
Sawyer McA. Mosser. The Endicott gift of Greek and Roman coins. 
1941. (4)+53pp, 9 dbl. pls. 
Edgar E. Hume. The medals of the United States Army Medical 
Department and medals honoring army medical officers. 1942. 
Frontis, (4)+146pp, 23 pls. 
Phares O. Sigler. Sycee silver. 1943. (4)+37pp, 6 dbl. pls. 
Sydney P. Noe. The Castine deposit: An American hoard. 1942. 
(4)+37pp, 4 dbl. pls. 
Harold F. Bowker. A Numismatic bibliography of the far east... 
in European languages. 1943. (4)+144pp. 
Sydney P. Noe: The New England and willow tree coinages of 
Massachusetts. 1943. (6)+55+(1)pp, 16 dbl. pls. 
Nai Chi Chang. An inscribed Chinese ingot of the XII Century 
A. D. 1944. Frontis, (4)+9pp, 1 pl. 
George L. McKay. Early American currency. 1944. (4)+xxiv+ 
85pp, 36 pls. 
Edward T. Newell. The Byzantine hoard of Lagbe. 1945. (4)+ 
James C. Risk. British orders and decorations. 1945. Frontis, (4) 
+124pp, 76 pls. 
Bluma L. Trell. The temple of Artemis at Ephesos. 1945. Frontis, 
x+71pp, 28 pls. 
K. O. Castelin. The coinage of Rhesaena in Mesopotamia. 1946. 
Aline A. Boyce. Coins of Tingli with Latin legends. 1947. (4)+ 
Sydney P. Noe. The oak tree coinage of Massachusetts. 1947. 
viiit23pp, 10 pls. 
George C. Milne. Early Arabic glass weights and stamps. 1948. 
viiit 168pp, 14 pls. 
P. V. Hill. "Barbarous radiates." Imitations of third century 
Roman coins. 1949. (8)+44pp, 4 pls. 
Richard N. Fry. Notes on the early coinage of Transoxiana. 
1949. Frontis, (6)+49pp. ; | 
William H. Dillistan. Banknote reporters and counterfeit 
detectors. 1949. vit+(2)+175pp, 19 pls. 
Olaf P. Eklund and Sydney P. Noe. Hacienda tokens of Mexico. 
1949. (4)+46pp, 22 pls. 
Michael Grant. Aspects of the principate of Tiberius. 1950. xviii 
+205pp, 8 pls. 
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C. C. Torrey. Gold coins of Khokand and Bukhara. 1950. 37pp, 
1 pl. 

George C. Miles. Rare Islamic coins. 1950. xi+138pp, 10 pls. 
Henri Seyrig. Notes on Syrian coins. 1950. (6)+35pp, 2 pls. 
George C. Miles. Early Arabic glass weights and stamps-A 
supplement. 1951. (4)+60pp, 4 pls. 

George C. Miles. Fatimid coins. 1951. (4)+51pp, 6 pls. 

Wang Yu Ch’uan. Early Chinese coins. 1951. viii, 254pp, 55 pls. 
A. C. Levi. Barbarians on Roman Imperial coins and sculpture. 
1952. 

David M. Robinson. A hoard of silver coins from Carystus. 1952. 
(4)+62pp, 6 pls. 

Sydney P. Noe. The pine tree coinage of Massachusetts. 1952. 
ix+48pp, 11 pls. 

Doris Raymond. Macedonian regal coinage to 413 B. C. 1953. 
xi+ 170pp, 15 pls. 

Kenneth Scott. Counterfeiting in colonial New York. 1953. 
222pp, 13 pls. 

Herbert E. Ives. The Venetian gold ducat and its imitations. 
1954. viiit37pp, 16 pls. 

Earle R. Caley. Chemical composition of Parthian coins. 1955. 
(6)+104pp, 3 pls. 

D. M. Lange. Studies in the numismatic history of Georgia in 
Transcaucasia. 1955. x+138pp, 15 pls. 

Robert I. Nesmith. The coinage of the first mint of the Americas 
at Mexico City 1536-1572. 1955. viit+139pp, 19 pls. 

Kenneth Scott. Counterfeiting in colonial Pennsylvania. 1955. 
Map, xi+168pp. 

Colin Kraay. The aes coinage of Galba. 1956. x+125pp, 37 pls. 
W. P. Wallace. The Euboean league and its coinage. 1956. xit+ 
180pp, 16 pls. 

Eric P. Newman. Coinage for colonial Virginia. 19506. (8)+57pp, 
6 pls. 

Sydney P. Noe. Two hoards of Persian sigloi. 1956. (4)+44+(2), 
15 pls. 

T. V. Buttrey. The triumviral portrait gold of the quattuorviri 
monetales of 42 B. C. 1956. x+69pp, 9 pls. 

Howard L. Adelson. Light weight solidi and Byzantine trade 
during the sixth and seventh centuries. 1957. ix, 187pp, 14 pls. 
Oleg Grabar. The coinage of the Tulunids. 1957. x+78pp, 3 pls. 
Kenneth Scott. Counterfeiting in colonial Connecticut. 1957. 
Map, (10)+243pp, 46 pls. 

George C. Miles. Contributions to Arabic metrology I. 1958. x+ 
124pp, 13 pls. 

Eric P. Newman. The secret of the Good Samaritan shilling. 
1959. xi+7I1pp, 9 pls. 

George C. Miles. Excavation coins from the Persepolis region. 
1959. (6)+124pp, 21 pls. 


J. D. Brackenridge. The numismatic iconography of Justinian I. 


1959. x+104pp, 10 pls. 
D. H. Cos. Coins from the excavations at Curium (1932-1953). 


be be 
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146. P. Bruun. Studies in Constantinian chronology. 1961. 

147. P. Bedoukian. Coinage of Cilician Armenia. 1962. xxxit+494pp, 
48 pls. 

148. Howard Adelson and G. Kustus. A bronze hoard of the period 
of Zano I. 1962. 

149. Alfred F. Bellinger and M. Berlincourt. Victory as a coin type. 
1962. 

150. George C. Miles. Contributions to Arabic metrology II. 1963. 

151. E. Caley. Orichalcum and related alloys. 1964. 

152. W. J. Tommasini. The barbaric tremissis in Spain and southern 
France—Anastasius to Leovigild. 1964. 

153. Aline A. Boyce. Festal and dated coins of the Roman Empire. 
1965. 

154. Earle R. Caley. Metrological tables. 1965. 119pp, 2 pls. 

155. Roderick T. Williams. The confederate coinage of the Arcadians 
in the fifth century B. C. 1965. xix+141pp, 14 pls. 

156. Samuel K. Eddy. The minting of antoniniani A. D. 238-249 and 
the Smyrna hoard. 1967. vii+133pp, 7 dbl. pis. 

157. Joan M. Fagerlie. Late Roman and Byzantine solidi found in 
Sweden and Denmark. 1967. xxv+213pp, 33 pls. 

158. Karl F. Morrison and Henry Grunthal. Carolingian coinage. 
1967. xii+465pp, 48 pls., 17 tables, 3 folding maps. 

159. Margaret Thompson. The Agrinion hoard. 1968. v+ 130pp, 56pls. 

160. George C. Miles. The coinage of the Arab amirs of Crete. 1970. 
(8)+86pp, 9 pls. 

161. David W. MacDowell. The western coinage of Nero. 1979. 256pp, 
25 pis. 

162. MHyla A. Troxell. The coinage of the Lycian League. 1983. 255pp, 
44 pls. 

163. Alan M. Stahl. The Venetian tornesello, a medieval colonial 
coinage. 1985. 96pp, 4 pls. # 


Regional Meeting Planned for Florida 

The following letter was received in answer to a request for meeting 
space and time during the next Florida United Numismatists (FUN) 
Convention, Orlando, 5-8 January 1989: 


Dear Carling; 

I’m in receipt of your letter requesting meeting space for the NBS, 
and I'll be glad to schedule a meeting time and location for the group. 

Please send complete details as soon as possible, and I'll have the 
information placed in the program and all necessary signs and notices 
arranged for the convention. 

Thanks for wanting to be part of our 1989 FUN convention. 

Here comes the FUN! 
(s) Ginger 
Ginger Bryan 
Bourse Chairman 

“Computers in Numismatics" is the topic of the planned two, one- 
hour forums. David Block and Robert Sloat, both programmers, have 
agreed to participate; Carling Gresham will act as NBS host and 
moderator. Complete details in the next issue of The Asylum. # 
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The Printer’s Devil 
by Joel J. Orosz 


NCE in a long while something happens that really makes us stand 
up and cheer, that allows us to feel that old lump-in-the-throat 
pride. Usually it’s a big event like the moon landing or the return of the 
hostages from Iran. Sometimes, however, it can happen in the world of 


hobbies. I am told that it happened in a big way at the NBS annual 


meeting in Cincinnati. I was home nursing a sick wife and baby-sitting, 
so I couldn’t witness it firsthand. What happened was our members 
spontaneously bailed out our society. 


We were in a fiscal crunch because of drugs. When the owners of 
the Rayline Press were arrested our publishing deal with them disap- 
peared. Our publishing costs doubled overnight. By midyear the costs 
had been reduced a little, but the floor of the treasury was in sight. It 
looked as though we were going to incur enough debt to qualify us to 
run the country. We didn’t have enough money to put out the autumn 
issue. 


At the annual meeting Carling Gresham pulled out a bookseller’s 
storecard and offered it for auction to benefit NBS. After spirited bidding 
President Champa won it for more than $200. Then Denis Loring passed’ 
the hat. Everyone got into the spirit, from the plutocrats to the potzers, 
and in the end NBS had more than $1600. 


I was delighted to hear of this but not surprised. During my two and 
one-half years in the editor’s chair I discovered that uncommon generos- 
ity is common in our ranks. Some of the ads in The Asylum are bought 
only to support the society. I was forever getting offers to help in one 
way or another. Both cash and in-kind donations came our way more 
than once. Whenever we were in trouble the woodwork teemed with 
people ready to lend a hand. 


The happening at Cincinnati was something special. It tells us that 
the NBS will endure simply because we won’t let it die. It tells us that 
we are, even more than a club, a community of caring neighbors. Each 
of us no-shows, it seems to me, now has an indenture to pay off. A 
check to the NBS would be nice, but I have a hunch that David Block 
would like an article, a review, a feature, or a letter even more. 


Our members’ philanthropy was splendid. It kept us alive. But only 
our intellectual contributions can keep us living. David needs your help, 
just as the budget did. I have a hunch that our members will come 
through just as magnificently on this challenge as well. # 
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Joel’s Last Word 


DITOR emeritus? A few months ago I would have thought that lofty 

title to lie far into the future. But the future, as George Allen used 
to say, is now. I have resigned as editor of The Asylum and even as you 
read these words our journal has already passed into the hands of Editor 
David Block. 


Why? A couple of good reasons. When I took the reins as editor early 
in 1986 I was a museum curator by trade. It is a noble calling and one 
that allows for ample free time. Then late that same year I joined the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek. Life at the nation’s third-largest 
charitable foundation is challenging and stimulating— and also requires 
considerable travel. My increasing duties there mean more time on the 
road— and I have to spend a lot of time with my three-year-old daughter 
when I am home. It became less and less possible to be a good husband 
and father on one hand and a good editor on the other. 


Second, the failure of the Rayline Press made it necessary for me to 
work with local typesetters, and this increased cost, plus the increased 
printing cost, was rapidly looting the treasury. So editor emeritus it is. 


Looking back on this experience, I must say that it was a ball every 
minute. No, not every minute. It wasn’t any fun at all to learn that a 
drug bust had caused all of the copy for the spring issue to be im- 
pounded. Other than that it was fun, it was a challenge, and it was a 
learning experience. I am proud that we committed to and achieved a 
regular schedule and that we attracted some first-rate writers. 


Boy, did I have a lot of assistance. Space considerations prevent 
naming everyone who helped, but my wretched memory can recall that 
George Kolbe did about everything except the windows at one time or 
another; Cal Wilson made more tapes than Richard Nixon, Ran Zander 
was a literate support from Day One; Carling Gresham sent in articles 
galore; Dave Bowers somehow found time to send in two when the cup- 
board was bare. Hats off to Dave for plugging the NBS in his estimable 
Rare Coin Review. Bob Cochran has sent in review upon review. Leo 
Guibault has been a never-ending source of constructive criticism and 
thoughtful advice. Armand Champa was Armand, which is terrific. Alan 
Meghrig and John Bergman worked miracles as secretary-treasurers. Bill 
Malkmus did an incredible job on the index for the first five volumes of 
The Asylum. Remy Bourne has come through with great writing on a 
couple of occasions. Jeff Rock filled up a couple of issues by himself. 
And I cannot forget Wayne Homren, Mr. Regional Meeting himself! Three 
cheers for all of you, and for many more members besides. You are the 
backbone of NBS. 


[Editor’s note: Don’t shed too many tears for Joel’s departure; "The 
Printer’s Devil" will be his forum now.] # 
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| want to purchase Early U.S. Auction 
Catalogues especially with PLATES 


And 
all scarce & rare Numismatic Literature 


If you have any of the following, please write or call me: 
Dealers Bid Books 


Priced & Named Sales 
Deluxe & Presentation 
Catalogues and books 
NAME YOUR PRICE 


| also need: 
Pre 1859 Auction Sales 
Thick Paper & Plated Sales 


fe) 
Frossard & Woodward 


Small size Chapman Sales PLATED ONLY... 
Mcoye - Henderson - Alvord - Calderhead - Zug 
Sleicher - Simpson - Taylor Windle 


PLATED CATALOGUES... 
Belonging to 
Elder - H.G. Sampson - H.P. Smith 
U.S. Coin Co. - New York Stamp & Coin 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
ANA LM # 775 
Box 22316 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
Phone: (502) 425-1302 
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WANTED 
Early Canadian Auction Catalogs and Fixed Price Lists 
Canadian Antiquarians 
Canadian counterstamped coins & Tokens 
Send list with condition and prices to: 


Joseph Foster 
3301 Fox Chase Drive 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113 


Hl 
7 


—— 
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a FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 @ SAN FERNANDO, CA KK 


Baar ous 


Of 
Sweet lL 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
213-362-2173 
Browse in our book boutiques at 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MART 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 


WE ARE ALWAYS KEENLY INTERESTED IN BUYING IMPORTANT ANTIQUARIAN AND 
OUT-OF-PRINT NUMISMATIC BOOKS AND LIBRARIES IN ALL LANGUAGES. 


BOUGHT 


FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 

NUMISMATIC ARTS OF SANTAFE 
fea P.0.BOX 9712 SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 
a 505-982-8792 


We will be pleased to visit you anywhere in North America to purchase an important collection. 
We offer top cash prices or we can arrange their auction or sale by consignment. 

We handle all packing and shipping for you. 

We offer expert cataloging services, appraisals, and fine craft bookbinding, book repair and 
preservation services. 

e Viewings by appointment only. 
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Numismatic Literature 


bebbbar 
fetet tates 


Bought & Sold 


Fixed Price Lists Issued 


Free Copy to NBS Members on Request 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07960 


(201) 540-1159 
Evenings/Weekends only please 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; also ANS, NBS 


- 
en 
- 
= 
- 
- 
.— 
-_ 
~_ 
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WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 


or 
Single Titles 


Call or Write 
CAL WILSON 


4501 Eggers Drive, Suite C 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 
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NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 


THE ASYLUG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
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NBS News & Notes 


NBS Regional Meeting Set for Orlando: 

Ginger Bryan, Bourse Chairman of the Florida United Numismatists 
(FUN) convention in Orlando next January, has scheduled the NBS 
meeting for 2:30 p.m. on 5 January 1989. The event will be conducted 
in combined room 8C & G of the Orange County Civic Center. Bryan 
has assured NBS that adequate signs and information will help par- 
ticipants locate the meeting room. 

Board Action: 

Gresham proposed and the board has adopted the following motions: 

1. That all gratia/free memberships be revoked, excluding that of Frank 
Katen. 

2. That a majority of the full NBS board only may designate any person 
or organization as honorary, including membership or titles of any na- 
ture; that the board may define and limit in any instance any benefits to 
accrue thereto; that any member of the NBS may make such a nomina- 
tion in writing to the board for consideration; that successive designates 
will be numbered in ascending order. 

3. That each president, upon taking office, appoint for the term of his 
office a committee of three NBS members to examine and recommend 
in writing to the full board for possible action, any nominee for any 
awards, to include the Armand Champa NBS Writer’s Award; that the 
president notify in writing those members so appointed and all members 
of the NBS board. 

4. That Jack Collins and G. Frederick Kolbe be designated, and award- 
ed, honorary life member numbers one and two respectively, with all 
attendant benefits of membership thereto. 

5. That Frank Katen be designated honorary life member number three. 

6. That Armand Champa be designated, and awarded, the title of hon- 
orary life president, with all attendant benefits of membership thereto, 
excluding rights to vote as a board member, except that he not be 
denied voting rights as an elected officer or board member. a 


A Numismatic Book 
by Eric P. Newman 


The American Accountant by Chaucey Lee 
At a George Kolbe auction was acquired by me. 
Its condition was choice for its 1797 date 
And unfolding turned corners a welcome fate. 
The first printed dollar sign was its principal feature 
‘ And its money exchange tables a valuable teacher. 
Its only plate of coins is a gem indeed 
Done by New York Bank note-engraver Abner Reed. 
I will give its numismatic content many more looks 
Now that it’s one of my favorite books. a9 
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From the editor 
The silence out there is deafening. Are you there? Anyone? Hello? 


The function of an editor is to assemble a series of notices and articles; 
the function of a member of a society is to contribute to the society. I 
suspect that the majority of you are interested only in assembling a 
complete file of The Asylum, not considering the fact that Asylum cannot 
continue to exist unless I receive material to edit. It would be possible, 
I suppose, to fill our pages with reprints of public domain materials, but 
that seems a rather cavalier attitude and would hardly justify our 
subtitle’s inclusion of the word journal. . 


A word about copyright seems to be in order. The copyright law is title 
17 of the United States Code. Contrary to general opinion, laws in 
general are not complex or difficult to understand. The staffs of 
lawmakers try to write laws so that even a congressman can understand 
them, and I think that in this case they did a good job. 


The purpose of the copyright law is to protect the rights of authors to 
receive compensation for original works of authorship. Previously 
publication of a work was required before a copyright was secured, the 
present law declares that a copyright exists as soon as a work is created. 
In the case of a compilation the copyright extends only to the material 
contributed by the author to the preexisting material used in the work 
and does not imply any exclusive right in the preexisting material. 


Although a work is copyrighted when it is created, protection of the law 
is obtained only if the copy bears the required form of the copyright 
notice or is part of a compilation bearing a general copyright notice. 
This means that since Asylum is copyrighted, the original material in it 
is protected, whether or not it bears a separate notice. Actions for 
infringement of copyright cannot be instituted until registration of the 
copyright has been made (17 USC 411); this optional registration can 
be made in the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress for a fee. 


The required form of notice consists of three elements: 1) the letter C 
in a circle or the word Copyright or the abbreviation Copr. 2) the year 
of first publication of the work. 3) the name of the owner of the copy- 
right (17 USC 401). The use of the phrase “all rights reserved" has no 
legal significance. Use of (C) in place of the copyright symbol is not 
acceptable. Finally, the statement now frequently found accompanying 
copyright notices that the work may not be entered into any information 
retrieval system (i.e., computer files) has no legal justification. Essentially, 
the copyright law is designed to control publication of works, not their 
use in research. 


Fair use of copyrighted materials is an interesting subject, but I shall 
not go into that here beyond what I have stated in regard to computer 
files. 


NOTE: Foreign copyright laws differ. 0 
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LIVI UU UUUUOUU EAU 
ZEITSCHRIFT FUR NOTGELDKUNDE SOWIE SON- 
STIGEN KRIEGS- U. REVOLUTIONS-SAMMELSPORT 


Schriftleiter: Max Braunschweig 


Erscheint monatlich. Redaktionsschluf am 1. jeden Monats. Adresse fir alle Einsen- 

dungen an den Verlag, die Schriflleitung und die Anzeigenannahme: ,Das Notgeld* 

(Verlag Albert Kiirzl), Miinchen. Postscheckkonto Nr. 11696. Anfragen ist Rickporto 
beizufiigen Nachdruck nur mit voller Quellenangabe gestattet. 


1. Jahr Miinchen, Juli 1919 Nr. J 


Zur Einfiihrung. 


Der Krieg erschlof dem Sammelwesen neue Gebiete 
und warb ihm neue, ungezahlte Anhinger. Versuche, 
diese miteinander in Fithlung zu bringen, wurden wie- 
derholt unternommen. Der alle ernsthaften Sammler be-. 
friedigende Erfolg blieb jedoch aus — vielleicht deshalb, 
weil die Unternehmungen jegliche Wiinsche, die von - 
den verschiedensten Seiten kamen, zu erfillen trachteten 
und sich daher zersplittern muften. Zersplitterung ist 
Krafrevergeudung — das gilt fiir jeden Sammler, es gilt 
auch fiir jedes Blatt, das sich der scharf umrissenen 
Gebiete der Sammler annimmt. Die Zeitschrift erfiille 
ihre Aufgabe nur dann, wenn sie sich ausschlieBlich 
wesensverwandten Stoffen widmet. Aus dieser Er- 
kenntnis heraus bringt der Verlag als selbstandiges Blatt 
»Das Norgeld* (Zeitschrift fiir Notgeldkunde sowie 
sonstigen Kriegs- und Revolutions-Sammelsport). 

Nach Tausenden zahlen die Sammlerfreunde der 
Notgeldscheine und -miinzen, der Kriegs- und Revolu- 
tionsdrucksachen, -erinnerungen usw. Diese Kultur- und 
Geschichtsdokumente eroberten sich gleichsam im Tempo 
ihrer Zunahme die Beachtung und Liebe der Sammler. 
Man erkannte sehr schnell die Ideal- und die Realwerte 
der Kriegs- und Revolutions-Sammlung. Man suchte 
nach Aussprache, Bereicherung der Kenntnisse, nach 
Verbindungen und Zusammenschluf§. Freilich, der Ver- 
kehrskreis des einzelnen weitete sich oft zu langsam, um 
wirklichen Nutzen zu finden oder zu bringen. Und diese 
Erkenntnis ebenfalls, daf’ namlich allerorten in den ein- 
schlagigen Sammlerkreisen das lebhafteste Verlangen, 
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The Life of a Journal: Das Notgeld 
by David Block 


HE periodical Das Notgeld (Emergency money) was a German lan- 

guage publication which appeared sporadically from 1919 to 1935. 
Originally an offshoot of another publication, Sammlerwoche (The 
collectors’ weekly), it consisted of notices about the issues of emergency 
money in Germany during and after the First World War and news of 
interest to emergency-money collectors. Although the new magazine was 
edited by Max Braunschweig, the principal author was Arnold Keller, 
who had already self-published a pamphlet on the notgeld notes of 
1914, exhibited notes from his collection, and contributed articles to 
several magazines and newspapers of the time. 


This article contains facts and deductions I have been able to assemble 
from my 50% complete file of Das Notgeld. (I have used square brackets 
to indicate gaps in my file.) I believe this is the first time an attempt, 
however tentative, has been made to look at the life of that journal. 
Intimately connected with its early years are the German inflation 
following the First World War and the notgeld-collecting craze which 
contributed to the success, however transient, of the publication. As is 
the case with many publications, the ratio of ads to text here indicates 
the health of the journal. 


In spite of the failure of earlier periodicals dealing with emergency 
money Dr Keller and another paper money collector, Max Braunschweig, 
found that Albert Kurtzl was willing to add another publication to his 
two existing hobby magazines. Mr Braunschweig agreed to edit the new 
magazine. 


The first run of Das Notgeld was from July to December of 1919; then 
failure to Obtain adequate advertising led to the incorporation of the 
journal into another of the Kiurtzl’s magazines, Bundeskamerad. (Club 
comrade). 


On 1 July 1919 one dollar bought 13.70 marks. 


[1919 Vol. 1, No. 1. Juli. Editorial 24pp, incldg 8pp ads. 
Nor2: August/September. 
No. 3. Oktober. 


Nos 4-6. November/Dezember.] 


Dr Keller’s first catalog of the 1915-1919 fractional notes appeared at 
the end of 1919 from the press of Cahn in Frankfurt and contained fifty 
nine pages. For several months after the discontinuance of Das Notgeld 
Dr Keller’s notices of new and newly discovered notgeld issues were 
published in Bundeskamerad but then, sufficient advertising having been 
assured, publication of Das Notgeld was resumed, Dr Keller now becom- 
ing the editor (a position he was to retain throughout the life of the 
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journal). The printer was R. Janich, Munchen. Advertising was more or 


less integrated into the editorial part of the journal at first, but sometime 


during 1921 the practice began of printing a separate advertising section; 
there was a surcharge of 30% for printing ads in the editorial section, 
later increased to 50%. 

On 1 April 1920 one dollar bought 72 marks. 


Das Notgeld/ Zeitschrift fiir Notgeldkunde. 


1920 VGOLA2Zs uLNOwL: April. (These 1920 issues apparently 
NOss2s Mai. | each contained 20 pages. The 
No. 3. Juni. June and July issues each 
No. 4. Juli. include 5 pages of ads. In 
ENO2: August. 1920 Dr Keller’s address is 
No. 6. September. in Freiburg i. Breisgau.) 
Noses Oktober. 
No. 8. November. 
No. 9. Dezember. | 


No.3 contains a review of the second edition of Dr Keller’s catalog of 
the emergency fractional currency: Das deutsche Notgeld 1916-1920. 
1.Teil, Kleingeldscheine, 2.Auflage. 88pp. Frankfurt a.M.:Adolph E.Cahn, 
1920. Incorporated into this edition were the notices of notes which 
Keller had published since the appearance of the first edition. 


With the December issue the publisher became Rudolph Kurtzl, who 
had bought the rights to Das Notgeld from his brother. The printer was 
changed to J. Reiss, Munchen. 


On 3 January 1921 one dollar bought 74.50 marks. 


192 tile oa INOsals Januar (in 1921 Dr Keller’s 
INO ee. Februar. address is given as 
Nosy. Marz. Frankfurt a. Main.) 
No. 4. April. 
No. 5. Mai. 
No. 6. Juni.] 


The collecting of notgeld having become the rage in Germany, in July 
the journal was able to increase the frequency of publication to 
bimonthly (J suspect Dr Keller himself designed the curiously amateur 
masthead). Competing publications appeared, one of the chief ones 
being Das Notgeldmarkt (The notgeld marketplace), an Eisenberg 
publication which by a clever trick obtained free advertising in dozens 
of German newspapers and consequently garnered many subscribers 
who might have subscribed to Das Notgeld had they known about it. 


On 1 July 1921 one dollar bought 75 marks. 
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Vol. 3, [No. 7. 1. Juli. 
No. 8. 15. Juli. ] 
No. 9. 1. August. Editorial 16pp, ads 20 
[No.10. 15. August. 
No. 11 1. September. 
No. 12. 15. September. 
No. 13. 1. Oktober. 
No. 14. 15. Oktober. ] 
No. 15. 1. November. Editorial 20pp, ads 16 
[No. 16. 15. November. 
No. 17. 1. Dezember. ] 
No. 18. 15. Dezember. Editorial 16pp, ads 20 


Beginning with No.15 (or earlier) the following notice, restating a note 
which had earlier headed the notices of new notes, was published just 
beneath the masthead: 

"It has proved to be very embarassing that many times notes have been 
offered in the ad section which the editor has not yet announced and 
which have therefore not been discussed editorially. Only since it is in 
the interest of our advertisers as well as the reader that the same 
number contain the ad and the exact description of the new notes do 
we beg our advertisers in their own interest to send to the publisher 
(for forwarding to the editor) at the same time as the ad a set of each 
new issue offered, for which we will pay; none the less, usurious prices 
are prohibited." 


On the first of January, 1922, Dr Keller began a notgeld dealership in 
Berlin, Arnold Keller & Co., G.m.b.H. (The initials are from German 
words meaning company with limited liability). Because of later events 
it is clear that there was at least one silent partner in the company, 
perhaps A. von Brawe? In March Drei Jahre Das Notgeld (Three years 
[of] "Emergency money") was published, reprints of all the articles from 
the first three years considered to be of permanent interest. The booklet 
contains 96 pages and ten half-tone plates and has printed cardboard 
covers. A notice in it states that back numbers from 1 October 1921 on 
are still available, priced at 10 marks per six numbers. 


Publication of Das Notgeld continued from Munchen, although problems 
developed with the printer there. 


On 1 January 1922 one dollar bought 188 marks. 


text ads 
I22aNOle 4 >Nowly ©) liganuar 1-16 17-28 
[No. 2. 15. Januar. 29- -60] 


No. 4: 1. Februar: 61-72 73-88 
No. 4. 15: Februar. 90-104 105-116 


A notgeld fair was held in Hamburg on 26-28 February, 1922. A special 
issue Of Das Notgeld was published for the fair, paid for by ads it 
contained. 
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druck aller Artikel, auch auszugewelse, ist verboten und wird gerichtlich verfolgt 

| Bezugspreis durch die Post oder direkt vom Verlag vierteljahrlich 1OM., Ausland 20 M.;Einzelse 

nummer 2 M. resp. 4 M.; Probenummer I M. ; alles Vorauszahlung | Abonnementsauftra enur 

an den Verlag »Das Notgelda, G.m.b. H., Miinchen; Postscheckkonto Miinchen 17512] Eine 

sendungen fiir die Schriftleitung an Hauptschriftlciter Dr. Arnold Keller, Berlin S. W. 68, 
Zimmerstr. 


UNOUNTOOOOROCLOOOOOOUU CUO CCTOOOOQQOUOUOEOOOOOOQUUO ODOT COOOOOQOOO UO OTODOOOOOOQOOOOOOUO UTIL 
4. Jahr Miinchen, 1. Januar 1922 Nr. 1 
UUOTAUUUUUOTOCOUOOOOOOOQOQOOV OQ UOC UUUUUUOUOOUUOOOOOOOOOQOUQOOUUUOGUOUOUOGUOUOOOOUOOOOOTOQOOOOOOOOOOQUOQOEAUOOUOOOOOUUUTOOD 


fie Ga GRC aRo Duaa IA) 1 he GAR eae 7 mani) START A CEST OPUS 
Sum Neuen Jahr 


entbieten wir unseren Lesern und Inserenten die besten 
Wiinsche. Wir werden auch weiterhin in unserer bis- 
herigen Art arbeiten und namentlich, zum Nutzen aller 
Sammler, den Kampf gegen Ausbeutung, Nepperei und 
Schwindel riicksichtslos weiterfiihren. Wir bitten unsere 
Leser und Inserenten, uns in unseren Bestrebungen 


auch wetterhin zu unterstiitzen und uns die Treue zu 
halten. 


Sairiftleitung und “Verlag. 


Eine Notgeldrazzia 


Endlich beginnen die Behodrden scharfer gegen das immer mehr 
einreiffende Notgeldunwesen vorzugehen. Besonders in Schleswig 
Holstein herrschte auf diesem Gebiete die wahre Anarchie, trotz des 
im Sommer ergangenen, von uns abgedruckten Erlasses des Regierungss 
prasidenten. Die Notgeldausgaben erfolgten dort zumeist nicht mehr 
durch die Gemeinden selbst, sondern geschaftstiichtige Unternehmer 
traten mit Gesuchen an Gemeindeverw altungen, sonstige Verwaltungss 
behorden, ja sogar an Kirchenbehorden heran, in denen sie sich unter 
Hinweis auf den grofen Gewinn, der durch den Handel und Sammler 
wert solcher Scheine zu verzeichnen w ar, zur Herstellung von Notgelds 
scheinen anboten. Diese Leute erklarten sich sogar bereit, das ganze 
Risiko zu ibernechmen undsicherten gewisse Summen, die sich zwischen 
10000 bis 50000 Mk. bewegten, als Reingewinn zu. Viele Ortchen, 
Gemeind. usw. hatten ein Verstandnis fiir derartige lockende Angebote. 
In einigen Fallen sollen die Unternehmer sogar nach Zahlung einer 
gewissen Garanticsumme die Ermachtigung von den Auftraggebern 
erhalten zu haben, soviel Scheine herzustellen, wie sie fiir gut befanden. 
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No. 5. 1. Marz. 117-132 133-144 
No. 6. 15. Marz. 145-160 161-172 
No. 7. 1. April 173-184 12pp. 
No. 8. 15. April. 185-200 12pp. 
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Nos 9/10.15. Mai. 201-224 16pp. 
No.11. 1. Juni [ ] 8pp. 
No.12. 15. Juni. [ ] 8pp. 


Beginning with No.7 pagination was restricted to the editorial section 
so subscribers who had only the editorial sections bound would have 
continuous pagination. In the double number 9/10 (does that sound 
familiar?) appeared the following notice: 


"By changing printers we are now placed in the agreeable position of 
being able to guarantee the punctual appearance of our journal. To fill 
up the great delay we are producing this number, greatly enlarged, as 
a double number. We beg you to pardon the recent delay." 


The new printer was L. Schnitzler & Co., Munchen. My collection of Das 
Notgeld contains only the advertising sections from numbers 11 and 12, 
each containing eight unnumbered pages; I have no later issues from 
1922, so don’t know what happened to the journal during the last half 
of that year. 


On 2 January 1923 one dollar bought 7260 marks. 


The next issue in my collection, printed by the Schmidt brothers in 
Lubeck, but published by Drei Turmer Verlag in Hamburg, is a puzzler 
because it is labelled number 7 of volume 6G, is dated 15. Januar 1923, 
and contains pages 121-136. To anticipate, a note in Vol. 11, No. 2 
requests that a reader with extra copies of number 5 and numbers 7-13 
of the fifth year send them to a Herr Professor Doktor M. v. Bahrfeldt in 
Halle, showing that volume 5 existed. Dr Keller notes (Das Notgeld, 
Vol.10, No.6, p16) that the issues from March to June, 1923, were 
printed by the Lokalanzeiger ftir Schiffbek. 
1923 Vol. 6, No. 7 15. Januar 1923. This single 16 page 
issue included 
7 pages of ads. 


This issue listed as printer the Kunstanstalt Gebruder Schmidt, Lubeck, 
and as publishers Dr A. Keller and Carl Erich Behrens, the latter a 
notgeld dealer in Hamburg. Apparently Behrens was responsible for 
dropping the previous title block and using an elegant display-type title 
for the journal. The subscription price is given as 500 marks per quarter 
(six issues); the single issue, 100 marks. The foreign subscription rate is 
one Swiss franc. Page 129 carries a note from the publisher: 


"To our readers! The price for the second quarter of the fifth year was 
set in the beginning of December. Meanwhile the press cost has again 
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been raised 30%. However, we will provisionally refrain from raising our 
price, although with the old price not even the cost of preparation was 
covered. We do it in the expectation that every reader will provide a new 
subscriber." 


This same issue carried a review of the new edition of Dr Keller’s book: 
Das deutsche Notgeld 1915/1922. 1. Teil: Kleingeldscheine. 4th edition, 
by Dr A. Keller and C. Volkmann. 188 pp. Berlin: Verlag C. Volkmann, 
(1922). The price, tied to the inflation rate, was currently 1950 marks. 


The inflation of the mark reached its peak in 1923, as shown by the 


following exchange rates for one dollar: 


2 January 7,260 2 July 160,400 

16 January 16,650 16 July 196,089 

2 February 39,800 1 August 1,102,750 

16 February 18,900 15 August 2,706,700 

2 March 22,784 3 September 9,724,250 

16 March 20,900 14 September 90,626,000 

2 April 20,975 1 October 242,600,000 

16 April 21,150 15 October 3,679,400,000 

2 May 31,700 1 November 130,325,000,000 
16 May 45,375 15 November 2,563,300,000,000 
2 June 78,250 23 November 4,310,000,000,000 
16 June 115,000 


Dr Keller later said, "I was due royalties of two million for the fourth 
edition... payable on the first of July and the first of August, 1923. I 
spent the first million on a four-week vacation on the Schliersee; I could 
get the second million only on the fourth of August, and then it was 
not quite worth a dollar; I spent it on ten notes for the collection!" 


The inflation was ended with the creation of the rentenmark, backed, 
like the French mandats territoriaux of the 1790s, by land. One dollar 
bought 4.20 rentenmarks. 


In 1924 publication of Das Notgeld was shifted to Berlin, the old title 
cut was restored, and Behrens was no longer co-publisher. Publication 
became monthly again; the printing was done on a press bought by Dr 
A. Keller & Co., G.m.b.H. The ads continued to be incorporated at the 
end of the single section. 


2 Februar 17-44. 10% pp ads 
NoxS-4 mu2ZSeuMarz: 45-68. ca 7 pp ads. 
No. 4. = 20. April. 69-92. 10 pp ads. 
Noss. e202Mar 93-122. 7% pp ads. 
NO? G)) 20F ain 113-132. 10 pp ads. 
[No. 7] 

No. 8 15. August. 153-172. 6 pp ads. 
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No. 9. 10. September. 173-192. 7% pp ads. 
No.10. 6. Oktober. 193-212. 9 pp ads. 

No.11. 1. November. 213-236. 8% pp ads. 
No.12. 1. Dezember. 237-256. 7% pp ads. 


Mr Behrens had an interesting ad in number 12, in which he suggested 
that notgeld collectors unite in a single organization and support a single 
journal, Das Notgeld. There were at this time several competing clubs 
and periodicals, which accounts for the decreased ad ratio in Dr Keller’s 
magazine. In 

the February issue began the second listing of Das Grossgeld 1923, the 
expansion being done by a Mr Erich Germar of Fulda. 


1925 Vol. 7,No. 1 1. Januar 1-20. 6% pp ads 
No. 2 1. Februar 21-306. 7¥2 pp ads 
No. 3 1. Marz 37-60. 4 pp ads 
No. 4 1. April 61-80. 47/s pp ads 
No. 5 1. Mai 81-100. 42 pp ads 
No. 6 1. Juni 101-120. 6% pp ads 
No. 7 1. Juli 121-140. 5% pp ads 
No. 8 1. August 141-156. 3% pp ads 
No. 9 1. September 157-172. 6 pp ads 
No.10 1. Oktober 173-192. 3% pp ads 
No.11 1 November 193-212. 5 pp ads 
No.12 1 Dezember 213-232. 4% pp ads 


Issues of Das Notgeld were almost uniform throughout 1925, most 
numbers containing 20 pages, all dated the first of the month, numbered 
consecutively one to twelve, the pagination continuous. The ratio of ads 
to text had fallen considerably. An Ominous note was sounded in an 
editorial in volume 7, number 1 (1. Januar 1925): 


"With this number Das Notgeld enters its seventh year. Notgeld collecting 
has lived through good and bad times during this period. The great flood 
of fractional-note issues, which in spite of senseless series called a horde 
of collectors into the arena, and the inflation notes of the different 
periods which accompanied the ever-deeper sinking of the German 
exchange and laid claim to the undivided interest of the collector, to the 
disadvantage of the older issues, which had formerly been in the 
foreground. Unfortunately the state of the economy worsened so much 
during the past year that the lust to buy which had still stirred up the 
collectors in the first months was completely quieted. The interest in 
collecting was not at all stopped, as is shown by the active trading and 
the appearance of different organizations, but in these money-poor times 
no one can make a sacrifice to build up his collection and therein lies 
a great danger, first of all for the notgeld trade but at the same time also 
for collecting in general. For many months the notgeld trade has no 
longer been in a position to buy back larger collections, but only a 
financially strong trade offers the guarantee that collections and single 
pieces can in cases of need be turned back into cash. If the earnest 
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collector allows himself to be governed only from the ideal viewpoint 
then the cash value of his collection also plays a role in that it offers 
security that the money spent for the collection was not spent uselessly. 
We do not at all demand any unusual exertions from our readers. If 
every purchase which is only beginning to be considered is carried 
through then the trade is in a position to take in everything offered and 
thus to reestablish the temporarily completely destroyed comparison 
between offer and counter-offer. Consequent to many sales by collectors, 
or specialists, since the whole area has become too enormous, the 
notgeld trade can presently offer all sorts of issues, including the greatest 
rarities, at quite moderate prices. In addition every collector must strive 
to enlarge the circle of collectors by enrolling new subscribers for our 
journal, the worth of his own collection will increase with increased 
demands. -- Thus we wish our readers to have happiness in the new 
year in the growth of their collections and the same firm trust in the 
future of notgeld collecting that we ourselves have." 


In the February number (page 29) appeared a notice that since the 
typesetter had quit and a replacement could not be obtained at present, 
the printing would be sent out. For the remainder of 1925 printing was 
done by G. Reichardt, Groitzsch (Bez. Leipzig). 


In the April:issue Dr Keller announced that he was becoming the only 
share-holder in his company; in the May issue he announced the closing 
of his store in Berlin. Business would be continued from his home in 
Wittenau and he would soon be issuing a new price list. The July issue 
contained a notice which appeared frequently in the journal in connec- 
tion with pleas to pay up, "We renew our remark that like every other 
publication we automatically renew subscriptions unless we have 
received an express cancellation." 


Apparently the appeals for subscribers did not increase revenues 
sufficiently; in December Dr Keller published the following notice: 


"On the first of January the publication of our journal returns to the 
previous publisher, C. Erich Behrens, Hamburg. Editing remains 
unchanged, thus it is requested that submissions for the editorial part 
continue to be sent to Berlin-Wittenau, Triftstrasse 64, subscriptions and 
payments to the publisher in Hamburg." 


Behrens made a brave attempt. He again replaced Dr Keller’s block title 
with display type and added a new sub-title, in translation Journal for 
Notgeld News and Monthly Communications of the German Emergency- 
Coin Collectors’ Club; Official Organ of the General-Notgeld Collectors’ 
Union in Cologne. With the following four numbers this sub-title was 
shortened to Journal for Notgeld News and German Emergency-Coin 
Collectors’ Journal. G. Reichardt, Groitzsch (Bez. Leipzig) was retained 
as printer. 
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1926 Vol. 8, No.1 1. Januar. pp 1-20 4% pp ads 
No. 2 1. Februar. 21-40 3 pp ads 
No.3 1. Marz. 41-60 3°. pp ads 
No. 4 = 15. April. 61-80 3 pp ads 
Nos. 5/6 1. Juni. 81-108 6 pp ads 


Signs of trouble appeared already in number 2: 


"I see from various letters that the modest subscription price increase 
appears to be grounds for cancelling subscriptions. Whoever is a 
collector will surely be able to pay the low price of six marks per year 
for his special newspaper. With that the publisher can only cover his 
actual outlay. The publisher agreed to take over the journal again only 
for the love of it; he considered it to lie within the interest of all 
collectors. The journal is not a profit-making object for the publisher; 
any potential pofit is used only to improve the contents and the 
appearance." 


The notice from which I quote was repeated verbatim in number 3; it 
appears not to have had the desired effect, since in number 5/6 an 
unsigned editorial appeared: 


"WHAT NECESSITY DOES TO US. If one thinks back to the time when 
an interested crowd of people filled the great rooms of the exhibition 
hall at the Hamburg zoo and many even had to wait until the early 
comers by their departure made more room, then one can really not 
understand why our collecting sport does not have a larger following." 
In an rather unhappy extended metaphor the author [Behrens, I 
suppose] explains that since notgeld collectors exist only in small 
numbers compared to philatelists and numismatists [Wow! Talk about 
foot-in-mouth], their journal is necessarily more expensive. The main 
expense, typesetting, is the same whether 100 or 100,000 issues are to 
be printed. The most important thing is to retain and build up Das 
Notgeld. Because cf competing publications the main journal has been 
neglected and now the best journal seems to collectors to be too 
expensive. Dealers have been starved out of existence. Local shows must 
be organized to nourish the collecting of notgeld. 


Later in the issue Behrens gave a rather long description of new plans, 
including changing the journal into a quarterly, following with a curt 
postscript: 


"Because of a mistake of the printer [not drug-dealing, I trust] and the 
subsequent failure to receive the manuscript of the next section of the 
small-note notices this issue could not now appear in the form planned. 
We will make up for that in number 7, which will appear on 15 August." 


I do not know whether that August issue was published; the next three 
copies I have come from a new publisher, von Brawe & Funck, Wil- 
helmshaven-Ruestringen. The new printer is Rich Tapken, Wilhelms- 
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haven. Behrens’ display-type title is retained but the new subtitle is 
simply Zeitschrift ftir Notgeldkunde (Journal for notgeld notices). Ads 
are again incorporated into the single section. 


Vol. 8, Oktober. 1926 eight unnumbered pages, incldg 3pp ads. 
Novbr. 1926 twelve unnumbered pages. 
Dezbr. 1926 _ eight unnumbered pages + 2pp of ads. 


In a notice in the November 1926 issue the publisher explains that in 
order to put the journal on a sound financial basis it was necessary for 
him to undertake both printing and publishing of it, that the delayed 
appearance was caused by the time required to buy and set up a 
printing establishment. 


In the next year, 1927, the issues are paginated by the issue; that is, 
each monthly number begins again with page 1. The inserted ad pages 
are paged separately, I-IV, until December. 


text ads 
1927eVoOls9 | Nose annar: 12pp 4pp 

No. 2. Februar. 12 4 
[No. 3] 
No. 4. April. Pe 4 
No. 5. Mai. 12 4 
No. 6. Juni. 12 4 
No: 72 uli 12 4 
No. 8. August. LL? 4 
No. 9. Septbr. 12 + 
No.10. Oktbr. 12. +t 
No.11. Novbr. a2 4 


No.12. Dezbr. Single section, 20pp incldg 4 of ads. 


Throughout the year, four leaves of each issue were devoted to a section 
of Das Grossgeld von 1923. In No. 10 a subtitle was added to the 
masthead, informing the reader that the journal embraces banknotes 
and paper, metal and porcelain notgeld. In No. 11 appeared the first 
section of Funck’s catalog of emergency coins. In No. 12 the advertising 
section became a wrap-around, pages 1 & 2 and 19 & 20. The editorial 
matter was On pages (3)-18 and regularly consisted in part of a section 
of an update to one or more of the notgeld catalogs. 


The year 1928 started out bravely, continuing the format of 1927. Issues 
continued to include four pages of ads. 


1928\Vol: 10; ANond) YJanuac: 20pp 
No? Zi. Fepritam 20pp 
No. 3. Marz. 20pp 
No. 4. April. 20pp 
No. 5. Mai. 20pp 
No. 6. Juni. 20pp 
No. 7. Juli. ?? (pagination messed up by printer) 


Winter, 1988 113 


No. 8/9.Aug./Sept. 16(?) unnumbered pages. 
The double number 8/9 began on a sad note from the publisher: 


"An apology. My half-sister and partner, Baroness (Freiin) A. von Brawe, 
died quite unexpectedly on the eleventh of August after a brief violent 
illness. She was torn from the work she most enjoyed. To all who 
expressed their sympathy to me my heart-felt thanks. This sad affair is 
the reason for the delay in the appearance of this number. My own 
illness during the printing led me to unite numbers 8 and 9.... The 
address of the publisher is now W. Funck... The partnership my sister 
contributed made it possible, as the publisher beginning in a time of 
the deepest depression, to build up Das Notgeld and above everything 
through the steadiness and regularity of its appearance to give collectors 
a feeling of security, thereby to retain and strengthen pleasure in our 
_ thing and also to win many new friends." 


No.10. Oktober. 16pp 
No.11. November. 16pp 
No.12. Dezember. 16pp 


In 1929 Mr Funck sent the printing out, to A. Wippert, Camburg (Saale). 
Four pages of each issue continued to be devoted to the update of Das 
Grossgeld 1923; simultaneously Mr Funck was printing (in sections) his 
update of Hartgeld. The small number of ads is misleadingly high; most 
of them are for either Funck or Keller. 


1929 Vol. 11, No. 1. Januar. 16pp 4s p ads 
Noa 27 rebruar: 16pp 1 p ads 
No. 3. Marz. 16pp 1 p ads 
No. 4. April. 16pp 1 p ads 
No. 5. Mai. 16pp 4 p ads 
No. 6. Juni. 16pp 1 p ads 
No: 7. Juli. 16pp 1% p ads 
No. 8. August. 16pp 1 p ads 
No. 9. September. 16pp  p ads 
No.10. Oktober. 16pp 1 p ads 
No.11. November. 16pp 1 p ads 
No.12. Dezember. 16pp 1% p ads 

1930 Vol. 12, No. 1. Januar. 16pp 1 p ads 
No. 2. Februar. 16pp 1Y% pp ads 
No. 3. Marz. 16pp 1% pp ads 
No. 4. April. 16pp 2 pp ads 
No. 5. Mai. 16pp 1Y% pp ads 
No. 6. Juni. 16pp 1Y¥s; pp ads 
Noy. Juli, 16pp ¥, p ads 
No. 8. August. 16pp ¥s p ads 
No. 9. September. 16pp 1% pp ads 


No.10. Oktober. 16pp 1% pp ads 
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No.11. November. 16pp 1 p ads 

No.12. Dezember. 16pp 1% pp ads 
1931. Vol.13, No. 1. Januar. 16pp 

No#2.. Februar. 16pp 

[No. 3. Marz. 16pp 

No. 4. April. 16pp 

No. 5. Mai. 16pp 

No. 6. Juni. 16pp 

Noga Juli. 16pp 

No. 8. August. 16pp] 

No. 9. September broadside 


I assume that Das Notgeld was regularly published this year until 
September. The uniface broadside which is Vol.13, No.9 announces that 
Funck is discontinuing publication of Das Notgeld until the beginning 
Ol 952 


My file of Das Notgeld fades out with a single copy from 1932 and one 
from 1933. The size reduction Funck announced in Vol.13, No.9 was 
drastic. 


1932. Vol. 14, No.10. Oktober. 8pp 
1933 eVoOle155. Novl2e. Dezember: 12pp 


The editorial content of these numbers was offset from typewritten copy, 
making the page contain much less material; No.10 contains a single 
page of ads of Funck (a packet of 100 different series notes for 70 
pfennigs plus 8 pfennigs for postage; a cigarette lighter for RM 2.70 
postpaid). In the December 1933 issue Funck gave up an eighth of the 
advertising page to W. Seliger, Dresden, who sells notgeld of all periods 
and solicits want-lists. 


Publication of Das Notgeld is said to have continued for a couple more 
years, ending in 1935. 


Dr Keller maintained his interest in notgeld (and in world-wide paper 
money) and continued his work of cataloging newly-discovered issues. 
After the Second World War he fled from his home (in the Russian zone 
of occupied Germany) to Berlin. He succeeded in bringing his collection 
to Berlin and sold duplicates (which he kept in old shirt boxes) to U.S. 
soldiers of the occupation. It was only in the 1950s that Dr Keller 
undertook to publish what he believed would be his final catalogs of 
German emergency notes. But that is another story. 9 
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ATTENTION OBSOLETE 
BANK NOTE COLLECTORS 


MAIL BID ONLY 
AUCTION SALE 


Wednesday Bosniny : : Ere 3 
OCTOBER 39th, 166 Oz cere 


Ph POM, 


PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 


The illustrations on this page match the numbered paragraphs in 
Remy Bourne’s article beginning on the next page. Above left, #4; 
above right, #5; below left, # 6, and below right, #8. The illustra- 
tion for paragraph #2 is on the preceding page. 
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Rare Auction Sale Catalogs 
by Remy Bourne 


URING my past ten years of actively seeking all auction sale catalogs 

of all numismatic dealers, be they major, minor, or unknown, I have 
encountered several sales since the 1950s that I believe present a 
roadblock, preventing collectors from acquiring complete sets of eight 
specific dealers’ catalogs or lists of auction or mail-bid sales. 


Twelve sales from these eight dealers appear in the following list. The 
sale catalogs are not available or at least appear not to be so at this 
time. I suspect that no major public or private library today possesses 
these sales and that in fact only a few of these sales are scattered in 
private library collections at this time. The numbers in [] are for 
unnumbered sales; these are the in-sequence numbers assigned them by 
Martin Gengerke in his American numismatic auction, volume 7, 1987. 
The items with asterisks are sales that I am missing from my private 
collection and would like to acquire. 


Most of these sales have not appeared in any numismatic literature 
auctions in the past several years, and only one has appeared recently 
in a fixed price list (for ten dollars, which is one of the buys of this 
decade in my opinion). Any knowledgeable buyer who knew exactly 
what he was looking for would feel the same. 


1.* Frank and Laurese Katen. Sale #28. 7/30/1954. 275 lots, 3pp, mimeo- 
graphed. I have not seen this list offered separately but have seen it 
offered in a complete bound set. 


2. Stacks Coin Galleries. Sale [#12]. 12/15/1959. 103 lots, 7pp, 8% by 
11, mimeographed. This was a "small informal mail bid sale to see what 
the collector reaction would be." (This list was offered this past year for 
ten dollars in a fixed-price list, its first appearance in any sale for over 
ten years.) 


3. Hans M.F. Schulman: 

*Sale #41. 3/24/1965. 160 lots, Ip. 

*Sale #43. 6/30/1965. 164 lots, 1p. Second mail bid sale. 

*Sale #44. 7/29/1965. 161 lots, 1p. Third mail bid sale. 

*Sale #45. 8/31/1965. 205 lots, 1p. Fourth mail bid sale. 

(I have never seen these offered. You may want to check earlier Katen 
sales for these.) 


4. Lester Merkin. Sale [#4]. 10/19/1966. 545 lots, 62pp. Arthur C. Fritz 
sale, called the Blue Sale because of its light blue cover. The majority 
of these catalogs were destroyed in a flooded garage where they had 
been stored prior to and after the sale. Very seldom offered. 


5. N.A.S.C.A. Sale [#35A]. 1/24/1981. 1342 lots, 2p broadside, undated 
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and unknown to Gengerke until his seventh volume was released. 


6. Steve Ivy. 7/17/1982. 1143 lots, 12pp. This is a one-color catalog 
issued as "This is our first closed auction." (You may want to check 
earlier Katen sales for any appearances.) 


7. Rarcoa: 
*Sale [31A]. 7/30/1982. 2236 lots, 4pp. First mail bid sale. 
*Sale [35A]. 6/19/1984. 480 lots, 1p. Less rare than 31A. 


8. Joseph L. Lepczyk. Sale [#50A]. 56 lots, 5pp. This sale was held by 
Joe Lepczyk the following day for the Young Numismatist Auction during 
the Michigan State Numismatic Society Fall Convention. This material was 
donated by the attending dealers. 


There is a good possibility that some of these catalogs were offered in 
past numismatic-literature dealers sales in multiple-item lots which were 
not completely described as to their contents. There is also a strong 
possibility that many of these items were considered by dealers to be too 
recent to be worth offering. Without the Martin Gengerke book to spot 
the gaps the one or two page mail bid sales may have been tossed away 
as unimportant offerings. A third possibility is that some of these sales 
were issued’ in very limited quantities to be sent to certain targeted 
collectors rather than to the numismatic community as a whole. 


I would like to hear through the Asylum if any of you think there are 
even rarer sales of our contemporary dealers from the 1950s to date. I 
am sure Other members would be interested in this information. If you 
think that any of these sales are more common, perhaps you could do 
a census on what is in individual collections. 2 


Book Notices 


Dutch Banknote Design: A Compendium is the illustrated history of all 
banknotes issued through the Nederlandische Bank. The large-sized, 
326pp volume contains more than 500 illustrations, most in color. The 
book includes sketches proposed by artists, alternate designs considered, 
disputes between artists and the bank, etc. It costs $239. Kluwer 
Academic Publishers, 101 Philip Drive, Norwell, MA 02061. 


Roman History and Coinage by C.H.V. Sutherland. A comparison of the 
historians’ accounts of certain events and the government’s view as 
expressed on coins, Julius Caesar to Vespasian. 144pp, 45 halftones. 
$39.95. Oxford University Press, 200 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016. 


CLASSIFIED 
Numismatic book list 50¢. Books on coins, tokens, banking. New, used, scarce. Also need 
to buy same. R. Stockley, Box 64, Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada H9H 4K8 
Wanted: Someone to typeset and layout The Asy/um, and to oversee printing and mailing. 
Pay is $200 per issue. Write to the editor, or call (904) 649-9730 if interested. 


Winter, 1988 119 


Numismatics in Bibliomania 
by Hugh Cooper 


"LA moneda es mozo del libro." -Almuerzo por los Pajaros, D.Litt. 


Despite Aaron Feldman’s advertising jingle, "Buy the book before the 
coin," most numismatic literature nuts will doubtless maintain that their 
mania began with coins, but the evidence as it appears in The Asylum 
is slender. In fact, when Dave Bowers sent in a piece entitled "A 
difference of opinion," Autumn, 1987, which chronicles an attempt to 
buy some coins but with a book story rather tenuously tacked on, the 
editor of The Asylum felt sufficiently uneasy about it that he justified the 
printing of it in "The last word." 


Indeed, there is scarcely any discussion of coins in these pages although 
they are the subject of all the literature discussed here. 


For my own part, although making myself vulnerable to ridicule I shall 
assert unashamedly that I spend more money On coins than on books. 
It is a failing I have no inclination to change. If books and other printed 
matter were my whole life I almost certainly would not aN wp in 
numismatic publications. 


Repugnant you say? Very well; my father agreed with you. One evening 
in 1946 he took me aside and confided that he had just acquired a first 
edition of Moby Dick, the London edition. 


"The one by Herman Melville?" I asked. 
"I know of no other," he said patiently. 


"I have read it. Is the London edition more edifying or more entertain- 
ing?" 
"Go away from me," he said in rebuttal. 


Even in those brightly optimistic days after the war I was more interested 
in the table of contents than I was in how the book looked on the shelf 
or in the catalog. 


For those of you who wonder why I subscribe to this periodical, I can 
reveal that I am fascinated by lunacy, coins, coin collecting, and writing 
which refers to those subjects, however tangentially. For those who 
think that I myself am beside the point and think that my library consists 
of nine copies of the red book, I defend myself by reporting that actually 
I have all the twenty-eight different red books, their condition ranging 
from crisp unc to good. The readability is the reason I own the books. 
I have never paid list price for a red book. I bought them all at yard 
sales or in thrift stores for a quarter or so. I do not know nor have I 
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ever concerned myself with their resale value. 


However, I have not told the whole truth. I have many publications 
about coins, tokens, and medals. Each is located in the part of the house 
where I am most likely to use it. For example, I keep Howard New- 
comb’s US Copper Cents, 1816-1857 in another room, but near my work 
desk I keep John D. Wright’s Attribution articles of US cents, 1816-1839. 
Why? Because Newcomb’s book is useless to me. It is a hand-printed, 
lugubrious tome, replete with errors and misinformation. I mistakenly 
bought it because there is no book on how to buy books wisely. 


Also, I keep Breen’s and Cohen’s books on US half cents in separate 
places, partly because I use only Cohen numbers and partly because 
they clash when put together. 


Otherwise my library is arranged fastidiously though according to some 
fractional system rather than a decimal system. Some of my books are 
shelved left to right and some are shelved right to left-- those on Chinese 
and ancient Judean coins if I recollect properly. The spines of some read 
from top to bottom and others from bottom to top. Either the latter 
were manufactured by foreigners or I returned them to the shelves too 
hurriedly, upside down. I shall correct the mis-shelving as I detect them. 
It is not a constant fret to me. 


As I said earlier | spend less for books than I do for coins. I still spend 
a heap of money on literature. I buy the books and periodicals for their 
contents, not for their editions or bindings, so I buy through discount 
houses, used-book stores, yard sales, and mail bid sales. I take advantage 
of targets of opportunity, so I own books and pamphlets about coins I 
do not yet collect and might never collect. Still, I read them. 


My first edition of Early American cents, 1793-1814 by Sheldon (an ex- 
library copy) begins, "Generations of Americans have maintained a 
curious affection for ‘old pennies’ of the early years of the country. This 
affection for the early coppers has not as a rule been particularly 
associated with any general interest in numismatics, or with hobbies, or 
with the disease of collecting things." 


Like most folks, I am afflicted by the bittersweet disease of collecting, 
but my affection is for the old pennies and such rather than for sets of 
Cogan’s lists or ANA convention catalogs or Star Rare Coin Encyclope- 
dias. 


It is through coins that I got here, and it is because of coins that my 
shelves groan with numismatic literature. Contrary to Professor Pajaro’s 
dictum, the coin is not the servant of the book. a 
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The Printer’s Devil 
by Joel Orosz 


HE heartbreak is too familiar for all of us. Iam prowling the stacks 

of a second-hand book seller in a small town when I see a volume 
entitled The Numismatist 1895. Eagerly I take it down from the shelves. 
With shaking hands I open the cover, to find that it is indeed a bound 
copy of all numbers from 1895, but -- the fates be cursed -- the pages 
are yellow and crumbling and an ancient water-stain spreads up from the 
bottom, turning the pages a sickly shade of brown. My heart sinks. I 
consider placing it back on the shelf, but still, there is that gap on my 
shelf. Five dollars! It might cost $125 at auction, even in this sorry state. 
Indecision sets in. It is falling apart. But it is very rare. And so cheap! I 
give in, buy it, and take it home. 


Then the agony begins in earnest. I want to read my new volume, but 
the acid-ravaged pages crumble in my hands. Mildew is growing on some 
of the water-damaged pages. The binding is pretty well shot. Here is 
something that should be a focal point of my library, but it is made 
disreputable and virtually unusable by its advanced age and the neglect 
it has received. What’s a collector to do? 


Until recently I would have said, "Nothing." In my former life as a 
museum curator I learned that once acid damage has proceeded to the 
point at which paper begins to crumble it is possible to slow further 
- damage, but what is done cannot be undone. Deacidification can 
drastically reduce the rate of decay, but it cannot restore strength to 
damaged paper fibers. About all one could do, therefore, was to send 
the volume to a conservator, have it disbound, deacidified, and rebound. 
Of course the paper would still be waterstained and brittle. Pages could 
easily become separated from even the new binding. But nothing could 
be done about it, for neither Dr. Heath nor anyone else in the 1890s 
was aware that woodpulp paper was terribly acidic or that the acid 
would actually destroy the paper. 


Enter Jan Sobota. A native of Czechoslovakia, Jan was trained in both 
the ancient art of book-binding and the modern science of paper 
conservation. In 1985 Jan immigrated to this country to become the fine 
binder for the Cleveland Medical Library Association. In 1987 he began 
his own business, Saturday’s Book Arts Gallery. 


It is difficult to describe Jan’s abilities without resorting to unbelievable 
superlatives. I have seen mildewed, crumbling, water-damaged, and 
highly acidic yellowed woodpulp paper enter his workroom one day and 
emerge a couple of days later repaired (almost invisibly), cleaned, supple 
and nearly white and unstained. Jan has combined the craftsman’s ability 
to resize, recolor, and repair paper with the conservator’s understanding 
of the importance of chemical neutrality and buffering. The result is an 
almost as good as new piece that has an estimated life of 300 years. >> 
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I have entrusted several of my nineteenth century pieces to Jan. Crumbl- 
ing, virtually useless paper has gone in; attractive, usable volumes have 
returned. The process is not cheap, so I would not consider it for com- 
mon items. I give Jan this plug because I know of no one else in this 
country who can resurrect paper as he can. Also, he has been ill, so his 
finances are precarious, and I guess I am a sucker for the American 
dream. If you wish to consult Jan for an estimate his address is Satur- 
day’s Book Arts Gallery, 235 S. Broadway, Geneva, Ohio 44041, (216) 
466-9183. Remember, you don’t need to decidify all your 1860-1988 
paper -- only what you want to keep. 2 


ere Wanted! 


The coin envelope illustrated here is 
a mystery to member Neil Simmons, 
who'd like to know which auction is 
represented. He bought the enve- 
lope, which contained a Betts 325, 
at a coin show. "April 1 1741" is the 
date of the medal, Neil said, and he 
assumes "#260" is the lot number; 
but he’s baffled by "Type 20" and 
"not as in description.” Any member 
with a good run of Chapman cata- 
logs is asked to identify the auction 
for Neil, whose address is Box 622, 
Kenmore, WA 98028. @ 
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Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 . Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 
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Interesting and Important 
Books from Bowers and Merena 


We invite you to order the following titles, each in “mint” unused 
condition, from us. Enclose $2 per order to pay for postage and handlI- 
ing. Instant shipment can be made to credit card orders by telephoning 
Sandi Scott toll-free at (800) 222-5993. Every book comes with a 30-day 
money-back guarantee of satisfaction. 


@ Adventures With Rare 
Coins, by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-125) $24.95, hdbd. 


@ The History of U.S. 
Coinage, by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-130) $49.00, hdbd. 


@ U.S. Gold Coins: An 
Illustrated History, by Q. 
David Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-135) $47.00, hdbd. 


@ Virgil Brand: The 
Man and His Era, Pro- 
file of a Numismatist, 
by Q. David Bowers. 
(Stock No. BBM-140) 
$29.00, hdbd. 


@ The Norweb Collec- 
tion, An American 
Legacy, by Michael Hod- 
der and Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-145) $29.00, hdbd. 


@ An Inside View of the 
Coin Hobby in the 1930s: 
The Walter P. Nichols 
File, by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-155) $14.95, sftbd. 


M@ Abe Kosoff: Dean of 
American Numismatics, 
by Q. David Bowers. 
(Stock No. BBM-164) 
$19.95, sftbd. 


# The Numismatist’s 
Bedside Companion, 
edited by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-200) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ The Numismatist’s 
Fireside Companion, 
edited by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-201) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ U.S. Copper Coins 
(Action Guide), by Q. 
David Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-302) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ U.S. Coins by Design 
Types (Action Guide), 
by Q. David Bowers. 
(Stock No. BBM-307) 
$9.95, sftbd. 


H U.S. 3c and 5c Pieces 
(Action Guide), by Q. 
David Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-303) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ U.S. Dimes, Quarters, 
and Half Dollars (Action 
Guide), by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-304) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ High Profits From 
Rare Coin Investment, 
by Q. David Bowers. 
(Stock No. BBM-101) 
$14.95, sftbd. 


@ How to be a Success- 
ful Coin Dealer, by Q. 


David Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-401) $14.95, sftbd. 


@ Photograde, by James 
F. Ruddy. (Stock No. 
BBM-414) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ The Strange Career of 
Dr. Wilkins, by Q. David 
Bowers. (Stock No. 
BBM-420) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ The Eagle That Is 
Forgotten, by Dr. Joel 
Orosz. (Stock No. 

BOR-500) $9.95, sftbd. 


@ Coins and Collectors, 
by Q. David Bowers. 
(Stock No. BBM-400) 
$9.95, sftbd. 


@ An Historical Account 
of American Coinage, 
by John H. Hickcox. 
(Stock No. BHI-100) 
$9.95, sftbd. 


@ Fractional Money, by 
Neil Carothers (Stock No. 
BCA-835) $19.95, sftbd. 


MAIL ORDERS TO: 
Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, Inc. 
Attn: Sandi Scott 
Box 1224-A 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
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The Money Tree Announces 
A Major Mail Bid Sale of Numismatic Literature 
Featuring Properties from: 
The library of classical numismatics belonging to 
Robert McNamara 
19th Century U. S. catalogues from the reference collection of 
John W. Adams 
Periodicals and fixed price lists from the reference collection of 
Remy Bourne 
Banking and financial histories from the reference collection of 
Michael Sullivan 
Selections from the reference library of RARCOA, Chicago 
Properties belonging to an Erie Shores numismatist, and 
other significant references from prominent numismatists 


We are especially pleased to offer a bound volume of original issues, complete 
with halftones, of The Numismatist from January 15, 1891 (Vol. 3, No. 2) 
complete through December 1893 (Vol. 6, No. 12). This rare offering is 
noteworthy not only for its historical importance, but also for its superb 
condition. 


Among other highlights will be many Ars Classica catalogues, featuring an 
original copy of the Pozzi Collection; Newell’s 1916 Dated Alexander Coinage 
of Sidon and Ake; many volumes of the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, the 
1955 edition of Agnes Brett’s Catalogue of Greek Coins; a signed copy of John 
Locke’s 1692 treatise on coinage; and many other scarce and important books 
and catalogues on classical coinage. 


The U.S. auction catalogues will feature many rarities and name sales including 
a plated Beckwith; many named sales of Woodward, Mason, Cogan, Smith, Scott, 
and Haseltine. Also, a deluxe edition of the Bowers and Ruddy John Adams 
Collection of the Cents of 1794, and a deluxe 1944 Newcomb bound in leather 
with regular paper. 


The auction will feature a panorama of numismatic literature; rare and collectible 
books, catalogues, and periodicals about ancient, mediaeval, and modern world 
and United States numismatics. 


The catalogue will be in large format, well-plated, featuring The Money Tree’s 
extensive annotations. We anticipate a February 28, 1989 closing date. 
Catalogues may be obtained for $5 from..... 


The Money Tree 


1260 Smith Court, Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
(216) 333-3444 


NBS imembers will receive this catalogue free upon request. 
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Mail Bid Sale #8 


Closes Two Weeks After Receipt Of Issue 


Ahwash, Kamal. Encyclopedia of United States Liberty Seated Dimes 
1837-1891. Wallingford, 1977. 411pp, illustrated. No DJ. 1st ed, 2nd 
printing. Inscribed by the author in 1981. Scarce. VF $50.00 
Akers, David W. United States Gold Coins, an Analysis of Auction 
Records Vol. IV, Half Eagles 1795-1829. Edgewood, 1979. 393pp, printed 
boards. Tall 8vo. Near mint $40.00 
-------- United States Gold Coins, an Analysis of Auction Records Vol. V, 
Eagles 1795-1933. Edgewood, 1980. 322pp, printed boards. Tall 8vo. 
Near mint $40.00 
Beistle, M. L. A Register of Half Dollar Varieties and Sub-varieties. Bebee 
reprint, 1964. 261pp, green boards. As new $50.00 
Bowers, Q. D. United States Gold Coins; an Illustrated History. Los 
Angeles, 1982. 415pp, 24 full color plates, extensive illustrations. Red 
cloth binding, frontis piece missing. Near mint copy $35.00 
The History of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the Garrett 
Collection. Los Angeles, 1979. 572pp, many illustrations. Black cloth. As 
$35.00 
Bowers & Ruddy. The Garrett Collection Sales, Parts | Through IV. The 
deluxe hardbound editions of a fantastic sale. Modern collectors’ items, 
i've sold the four volumes for as much as $250. Mint copies. (four 
pieces) $225.00 
Lot 8. Mehl, B. Max. Frederic W. Geiss Sale. February 18, 1947. 162pp, 2,696 
lots, PRL. Binding loose, VG copy $30.00 
Lot 9. Newman Eric P. The Early Paper Money of America. Racine, 1967. 
360pp, illustrated. DJ worn, very fine copy $35.00 
Lot 10. Overton, Al C. Early Half Dollar Die Varieties 1794-1836. Colorado 
Springs, 1970. Revised 2nd. edition. 273pp, ills. As new... . $40.00 
Lot 11. Sheldon, William H. Penny Whimsy. Lawrence, 1976. 340pp, 51 plates. 
Quarterman reprint. Still THE reference. As new $40.00 
Lot 12. Yeoman, R. S. Guide Book of U. S. Coins. Racine, 4th edition. Nice. 
Small scratch on binding, otherwise fine 

Lot 13. As last, but the scarce 33rd edition, 1980. VF 

Lot 14. Stack’s. Auction Sale #1. Reprint of the firm’s first auction. PRL $7777 


Terms of Sale 
1) The estimates are just that, and are intended only as a guide for bidders. 
2) Successful bidders will be billed as soon as possible after the sale closes. 
3) Postage and insurance estimates will be added to all invoices. 
4) A 10% buyer’s fee will be added, which will be donated io the N.B.S. 


Best of Luck to All! 


Jeff Brown 
1330 Cabrillo Ave., San Jose, CA 95132 
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The Asylum 


| want to purchase Early U.S. Auction 
Catalogues especially with PLATES 


And 
all scarce & rare Numismatic Literature 


lf you have any of the following, please write or call me: 
Dealers Bid Books 


Priced & Named Sales 

Deluxe & Presentation 

Catalogues and books 
NAME YOUR PRICE 


| also need: 
Pre 1859 Auction Sales 
Thick Paper & Plated Sales 


of 
Frossard & Woodward 
Small size Chapman Sales PLATED ONLY... 


Mcoye - Henderson - Alvord - Calderhead - Zug 
Sleicher - Simpson - Taylor Windle 


PLATED CATALOGUES... 
Belonging to 
Elder - H.G. Sampson - H.P. Smith 
U.S. Coin Co. - New York Stamp & Coin 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
ANA LM # 775 
Box 22316 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
Phone: (502) 425-1302 


Winter, 1988 e272 


I Want to Purchase 
Presentation or 
Deluxe Bound Copies 


of any catalogs, books or 
periodicals on United States 
numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(213) 421-0171 
after 4 p.m. PST, and on weekends 


128 The Asylum 


We are always keenly interested in buying important antiquarian and 
out-of-print numismatic books and libraries in all languages. 


BOUGHT 


FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 


- NUMISMATIC ARTS OF SANTA FE 
tae P.0.BOX 9712 SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 vase 
| 505-982-8792 


e We will be pleased to visit you anywhere in North America to purchase an important 
collection. 

e We offer top cash prices or we can arrange their auction or sale by consignment. 

e We handle all packing and shipping for you. 

e We offer expert cataloging services, appraisals, and fine craft bookbinding, book 
repair and preservation services. 

e Viewings by appointment only. 


Authors, Catalogers, Advertisers! 
Quality typesetting and composition at reasonable rates. 
Manuscripts, catalogs, periodicals and display advertising 
to your requirements and satisfaction, featuring: 


= Your choice of typefaces for text or heads. 
» Manuscript format or camera ready. 
u Photographs and line art inserted via ScanJet. 
=» Romance and Germanic language characters supported. 
=» Complete spell-check, accurate word count. 
» Program analysis of grammar, punctuation, style. 
ws Dot matrix proof copies, LaserJet II final. 
» Manuscripts on rag bond, camera ready on LaserPlus paper. 

« A large numismatic and historical library for referencing. 
« Competetive rates! Send your proposal for a free estimate. 


NumiScript 
P. O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32081 
(904) 649-9730 


Carling Gresham, owner; compositor of this magazine. 
Member: ANA (LM-1229), ANS, BSA, FUN, IBNS, MS, NBS, NI, OMSA, SPMC, TAMS, et al. 
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NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


Spink & Son Ltd. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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Sit tt 1. i 
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—> hem 
i Bought & Sold i. 
Fixed Price Lists Issued 


Free Copy to NBS Members on Request 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
(201) 540-1159 


Evenings/Weekends only please 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; also ANS, NBS 
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Tatil! fitestaleatal 


WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 


or 
Single Titles 


Call or Write. 
CAL WILSON 


4501 Eggers Drive, Suite C 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


107+ Reasons to Clean Your Shed 


You may be a numismatist dealer—or a custodian of a now-defunct coin library—or 
another collector like me. I’m one of a handful of people in the U.S. who collects fixed 
price lists of numismatist dealers for my personal collection. 


Finding these lists is like looking for a needle in a haystack. But you can help me. The 
lists are often tucked away among stacks of papers that are collecting dust in sheds, 
attics, old houses, even barns. I’m looking for the following pre-1900 fixed price lists. 

I’LL PAY POSTAGE for any of the following you can send to me: 


Abbey, Lorenzo H. 
Ahlborn, Henry 
Alexander & Co. 
Austin, James M. 
Bauer, George J. 
Bechtel, C.H. 
Bennet, Charles E. 
Bingham, J.B. 
Bishop, C.L. 
Bishop, E. 

Boston Coin Co. 
Boysen, L. 
Brette, J. 
Browinski, R.V. 
Brown, WM. P. 
Bulkey, C.A. 
Burns, W.K. 


Butler, James D./Durne, D.S. 


Chapman, S.H.& H. 
Clarke & Co., C.F. 
Cogan, Edward 
Collins & Co, Fred S. 
Cook, Henry 

Curtis, John K. 
Davis, Thomas 
Dayton, WM. H. 
Deakin, Walter A. 
deLeon, N. Ponce 
Dillingham, George A. 
Divver & Co. 
Douglas, William 
Enterprise Stamp Co. 
Frossard, Ed 

Gambs, E.F. 

Gerdts, Henry 
Greany, W.F. 


Groux, Daniel E. 
Grund, L.G. 

Harper, Oscar H. 
Harzfeld, S.K. 
Haseltine, J.W. 
Haseltine, J.W./ Randall, J.C. 
Haven, C. De/ Cogan? 
Hendersons, J.T. 

Hill, Benjamin 
Homans, Bill 

Holway, Edward 
Kimball, F.R. 

Kinne, Frank M. 
Kline, John W. 
Klingbeil, H. 
Lockwood & Herring 
Low, Lyman H. 
Marshall, Mrs. 
Mason Jr., E. 

Mascn Bros. 

Mason & Co. 

Mason & Wells 
Massamore & Co. 
McCombe, G.T. 
McCoy, A.R. 

Mercer, R.W. 
Michigan Coin Co., The 
Mint of the U.S.A. 
Morey, H.E. 

Morse, C.H. 

Muller, Charles 
Netherinch Stamp Co. 
New York Coin & Stamp Co. 
Norton, Charles B. 
Numismatic Bank 
Parker, T.M. 


Paul, Abraham 

Proskey, David 

Robinson, Alfred S. 

Rohan, Edward 

Sage, Augustus B. 

Sampson, H.G. 

Sanders, Alfred 

Sawyer, F.C. 

Schayer, John C. 

Schmidts, O. 

Scott & Co., J'W./Scott Stamp & Coin 
Scribner, Welford & Armstrong 
Sellon, Ed. M. 

Shields, P.F. 

Sims, J.R. 

Smith, A.M. 

Smith E.L. 

Smith, Ed. L. 

Spencer, A.H. 

Stake, Charles L. 

Stamp & Coin Exchange, The 
Steigerwalt, Charles 

Stevens & Co. 

Stutesman, C.W. 

Thomas, F.A. 

Town, Ithiel 

Tuthill, Luther B. 

Vail, John Cooper 

Warner, Chas. K. 

Wamer & Sons, John 

Warner & Brother, William H. 
Watson & Co. 

Whipple & Son, Henry 
Wood, J.F-W. 

Woodward, W.E. 


Or any other dealer not listed above 


Also wanted: Dealer overstocks, overruns, old inventory of catalogs or fixed price lists. 


I pay postage. Please write with offer, before shipping to: 


REMY BOURNE 


A.N.A. Life Member 


9121 Baltimore Street N.E., Minneapolis, MN 55434 


(612) 784-9481 (612) 574-7412 


